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There is positively no indication in the re-
cords that the otl'erings CSain and Abel brought
xvere looked uipon as propitiatory, as the sa-
vrifices upon the great day of atonement un-
dloubtedIly were; rathier that they were simplei
acts of grateful ackrîowledgînient to the Al
Father, whoin thev aeknowl edg-ed as the au-
thior and giver of every grood and blessing.

It lias frequently been a.ssumied thiat Abel s
$offering, being of blood wai in accord wîth a
divine commnand, and t/u'nfore accepted,
whilst Cain's being, in disregard of that re-
quirenierit was rejected. 'ihus a popular
conîînentary- "This element of blood-shu il
dlingr was that wvhich Cain-'sý sacritice lac ked
;Lrld his choice of sucli a bloodiess olfer-
i ngc, agrainst the divine requiremeut, w'as
his open profession that blood-shedding,,
wa.s not requisite, at least for hiîn. HIe set
Up his own plan against God's, his own reason
agrainst faith, and, of course, lie found no roorn
in hiýs systera for the gospel of the Old Testa- e
ment" (Jacobus i l oc.), allof which is pure as-
sumç>tion, and against the express dectaration
of our text, " By fLit/t Abel offered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, throug h
which (faith> he lad witness borne to Juin
that hie was righIteous> (Cornp, Rom. viii. 16>:
"And througlh it (that saie faith) le being
dead, yet speaketh." ilere plainly the essen-
tial difference between the offeringys is de-
clared to be " faith " rather than the matter of
thc offering, anid by that faith, which "is the
assurance of things hoped for, the proving of
things not seen," Abel, tbough dead, from
amîong the " great cloud of witniesses," ',yet
s;peaketh."

Revelation was manifestly. progressive: to
read Leviticus into these earlier records is a
pure anachronisin; nor eau Heb. xii. 24 be
read rightly as a parafllel to ix. 13, 1..

0f Heb. xii. 24 two ints-rpretations alone
are tenable, according, as thc italicised words
'tIuat of" are retained or omîtted. ReVaiu
them, and thc contrast stands between t.he
mnount that burned with fire and the city of
God's own home; between thc blood that
cried for vengeance (Gen. iv. 10, " the voice
OL' thy brother's 1)100( criet1 unto me froin the
.rround "), and tIe blood which seals the cov-
enant of mercy. Not judgment but deliver-
ance, n;:t wvrath but love. the blood of Jesus
1 irings.

týoV0 th&% condexnnlq theo suIner3 -Sin,
Yet, in condemniug, pardon seâlI4;

That &aveo froma righteous wratli, and yot,
In 8aving, rigliteou8ness roveal8."

Omît ««th'i- of "and read "better tlîan Abel,"
the înieatniingseîs to be that wvlilst Abel by
bis faitlî testities. andl thus steî~eî,Jesus
stands our Para,,, ïe, givi rg life anîd power. 1
hiave dwelt soinewliat particularly upon the
interpretation of the.se few allusions to Abel's
history, that we may be freed from those
theolog-ical conceits which in great inpasure
hide the simple lesson to be gathered by a con-
sideration of hini who, though dead, hy faith
stili speaks-a simiplicity so simple that our
ruorbid wonder-craving, cannot rest therein,
and yet, by not resting, therein, we miss the
practicai power of simple truth. For are not
crreat forces also simple ? In our sehool days
we have wearied over soi-e problemn, the head
has ached, the spirit been overtasked-one
sinole wor(1 and the problcmn is solvcd. We
wondered it did flot occur to us at once, it
was so simple, andl yet that very simplicity
was its îxîystery. We sought to fetch froin. far
what wa.- really at hand. Far-fetched theories
are very apt to obscure the plain teaching of
God's own word. Bead in the light of -Heb. xi.
4, we learn froin Gen. iv. 2-9, that the bro-
thers worship the sanie God, are under the
samne revelation of His powcr and glory; they
have, it would secm, the sanie sea.sons set
apart for worship (for "in process of tim-e "
or at " the end of days " apparen tly points to a
.stk.ted scason-peî'haps the weekly Sab-
bath) ; their inanner of service, too, was the
saine-each brought of bis own an offering
to the Lord. We, however, soon trace a dit-
ference: -Cain brought of the fruit, Abel the
firsýtl'n.qgs and the fat thereof. The faithl2ss
offerer is the samie in all ages, and Mal. i. 8 is
anticipated in Gen. iv. 3. It was to CSain a
form, to Abel a grand reality, and therein lay
the whole secret of the rejection of the one,
the acceptance of the otlier. Cain's f aith was
a mere credo, wanting the living powver. Abel
believed utnto, on, in. Cain w-as % mere ritu-
alist; Abel a believer, and thus foutid faveur
with God-yea life-trust iît Hîmi.

Let us learn, then, the one simple lesson.
The spirit in which wc perform an act is the
test in eternity's ligh-lt of its acceptance or re-
jection, and the inward witness to ourselves

ofOd' 'proin~"wll on."Even worship
is an abomnination whe efaitl is not.(a.i .


