THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

1 iti 1 i i i ‘e~ ; ¢ ° <« the sinner's sin
There 13 pos tive y no adication in the re Loy ﬂ(lul condemns th sin,
ositivel ! ! ! ! Yes, in condemniung, pardon seals ;

cords that the offerings Cain and Abel brought | That saves from righteous wrath, and yet,
were looked upon as pmpitia.t.ory, as the sa- | In saving, righteousness reveals.”

crifices upon the great day of atonement un-| Omit “fhat of " and read “better than Abel,”
doubtedly were; rather that they were simple ; the meaning scems to be that whilst Abel by
acts of grateful acknowledgment to the All his faith testifies. and thus strengthens, Jesus

Father, whom they acknowledged as the au- : stands our Parc..ce, giving life and power. 1

thor and giver of every good and blessing.

It has frequently been assumed that Abel’s
offering being of blood was in accord with a
divine command, and therefore accepted,
whilst Cain's being in disregard of that re-
quirement was rejected.  Thus a popular
commentary: “This element of blood-shed-
ding was that which Cain’s sacrifice lacked,
and his choice of such a bloodless offer-
ing, against the divine requirement, was
his open profession that blood-shedding
was not requisite, at least for him. He set
up his own plan against God’s, his own reason
against faith, and, of course, he found no room
in his system for the gospel of the Old Testa-
ment” (Jacobusinloc.), allof which is pure as-
sumption, and against the express declaration
of our text, “By fuith Abeloffered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through
which (faith) he had witness Lorne to him
that he was righteous” (Comp, Rom. viii. 16):
“ And through it (that same faith) he being
dead, yet speaketh.” Here plainly the essen-
tial difference between the offerings is de-
clared to be “faith” rather than the matter of
the offering, and by that faith, which “is the
assarance of things hoped for, the proving of
things not seen,” Abel, though dead, from
among the *great cloud of witnesses,” *“yet
speaketh.”

Revelation was manifestly progressive: to
read Leviticus into these earlier records is a
pure anachronisin; nor can Heb. xii. 24 be
read rightly as a parallel to ix. 13, 14.

Of Heb. xii. 24 two interpretations alone
are tenable, according as the italicised words
“that of” are retained or omitted. Retain
them, and the contrast stands between the

| have dwelt somewhat particularly upon the
'interpretation of these few allusions to Abel's

'

"history, that we may be freed from those
“theological conceits which in great measure
t hide the simple lesson to be gathered by a con-
: sideration of him who, though dead, by faith
sstill speaks—a simplicity so simple that our
{ morbid wonder-craving cannot rest therein,
{and yet, by not resting therein, we miss the
| practical power of simple truth. For are not
i great forces also simple 2 In our school days
| we have wearied over some problem, the head
i has ached, the spirit been overtasked—one
1 single word and the problem is solved. We
wondered it did not occur to us at once, it
I'was so simple, and yet that very simplicity
!was its mystery. We sought to fetch from far
' what wasreally at hand. Far-fetched theories
l'are very apt to obscure the plain teaching of
i God’s own word. Read in the light of Heb. xi.
4, we learn from Gen. iv. 2-9, that the bro-
: thers worship the same God, are under the
' same revelation of His power and glory; they
i have, it would secm, the same seasons set
- apart. for worship (for “in process of time”
i or at “the end of days” apparently points toa
i stuted season—perhaps the weekly Sab-
"bath) ; their manner of service, too, was the
i same—each brought of his own an offering
( to the Lord. We, however, soon trace a dit-
' ference : Cain brought of the fruit, Abelthe
. firstlings and the fat thercof. The faithless
- offerer 1s the same in all ages, and Mal. i. 8 is
ranticipated in Gen. iv. 3. It was to Cain a
{ form, to Abel a grand reality, and therein lay
i the whole secret of the rejection of the one,
| the acceptance of the other. Cain’s faith was
: a mere credo, wanting the living power. Abel

believed wnto, on, tn. Cain was a mere titu-

mount that burned with fire and the city of | alist; Abel a believer, and thus found favcur
God’s own home; between the blood that . with God—yea life—trust ¢n Him.

cried for vengeance (Gen. iv. 10, “the voice; Let us learn. then, the one simple lesson.
of thy brother’s blood erieth unto me from the = The spirit in which we perform an act is the
sround "), and the blood which seals the cov- | test in eternity’s light of its acceptance or re-
enant of mercy. Not judgment but deliver- ! jection, and the inward witness to ourselves
ance, not wrath but love, the blood of Jesus ' of God's »pproving “ well done.” Even worship

brings. is an abomnination where faith is not. [sa.i.14.
|



