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DOCTRINE AND POLITY.

The endeavour is sometimes made
to sever church polity from church
doctrine, to call the one compara-
tively indifferent, the other essential,
This position, however, requires to
be carefully noted, lest we fall into
grievous crror. If a number of in-
dependent churches band together,
and because of what they deem
special circumstances appoint one
man to be their committee to look
after some general interests, to ex-
amine candidates for the ministry,
and to sclect individuals for their
vacant pastorates, they have a right
thus to do, only that individual office
thus made is temporary, having no
vested right, and terminable at any
moment when any of those churches
find themsclves desirous of ending
?he arrangement , but invest that
individual with sacerdotal power, you

New Testament sense of the word
there is no such thing as a Na-
tional Church, or a parnsh church,
wherein overy citizen, as a citizen,
may claim his legal right tobe found,
None may be members of the Chusch
o Christ who are not His in heart
a uinlife. This is the Congrega-
tional doctrine, andfrom this its pol-
ity must grow. It was this which
gave rise to the Separate churches
of carly English Congregationalism,
and it is this, and this only which
gives the right to any body of men
to be a Church, independent of auth-
oritative control on the part of Con-
ference, Synod or Episcopate; it is
this, morcover, which gives to true
Congregationalism its Catholic tone,
its independency to acknowledge a
Christian Church  wherever Christ
dwells and s spirit gives life, and
this irrespective of form of worship
or administration,

Thus polity is associated neces-
sarily with a characteristic theology,
and to parade a polity without the
possession of what that theolagy in-
dicates is to take Ezckiel's valley of
dry bones shaken together, for the
living army clothed with flesh and
breathed upon by theSpirit. When
a Church manifests an un-Christlike
spirit, departs from the truth as the
truth is in }}csus, ceasests bea fount
of spiritual power and of moral re-
generation, ignores the New Testa-
ment requirements of a body of
Christian men, it is no longer a
Church in the Congregational sense
of the term; but, rejoicing in the

resence of Him by whose name it
15 called, the smallest band of be-
lievers can challenge the most pow-
erful ccclesiastical organization in
its right to discharge lawfully aB} the

be true, but is in no case an cxcuse
for want of courtesy, for roughness
if unaffected is but the “coltish
nature breaking * through, peshaps,
an ungilded pale, but the coltish
nature still. Abraham Lincoln, than
whom no ruler more deserved a civic
crown, was a backweodsman, agiant
in strength, Jack of all trades, Jaw-
yer and bargee, yet no nurse could
more geatly soothe a ruflled infant
than he; aloving heart made him
truly refined ; courteous, though his
actionmight scemuncouth. Nature's
coustesy s the highest, and the
martyred President’s character there-
in finds its secret in the notes by
onc of his biographers * Nothing
made him so angry ¢s cruelty.”
Has sufficientattention been gis .
in Bible readings to the gospel grace
of courtesy? Christ's humanity
is many-sided, and perfcct from
whatever point of view you gaze.
Listen, ‘““When yc come into a
house salute it,” 7, e., usc the custo-
mary form of paliteness, “and eat
such things as are set before you,”
don't upset the arrangements of a
household tominister to your special
wants, as the wont of some is. “If
ye salute your brethren only, what
do ye more thar others? Do not
even the Publicans so?” **Simon,™
said the Master to one who had
with patronizing air invited Him to
his house, “1 entered into thine
house, thou gavest me no water for
my feet—thou gavest me no kiss.”
Simon would have done his duty to
acknowledge dignity, but here he
deemed himself not as receiving but
as conferring an hosour, and gave a
somewhat ungracious and therefore
ungentlemanly admission to his

table , true refinement and coartesy |

torian, ecclesiastic, and through all
the friend of the poor and totles for

the education of the working
classes, foew men  cnjoyed more
of quict honour, and, may we

trist, fow pass away with a more
peaceful hope. “1 have laboured
amidst many fraslties and much
weakness to make Westminster Ab-
bey the great centre of religious and
national lifc i a truly liberal spirit,”
are saia {0 have been his last audible
words, and they are true; he sought
to make the old Abbey,notwithstand-
ing the divisions of theologies and
politics, traly national. Whether his
efforts in that direction were always
wise is a question we shall not dis-
cuss, but his motives as well as his
religious trust are indicted by the
lines he caused to be engraved on
Lady Stanley's tomb in Henry VII.
Chapel :—
. Uniting.man{ hearts from many fands,
And drawing ail tu things abouve.
We know that we bave passed from death unto
tife, beeause we love the brethren,”

In theology hie was liberal, most
will say, even to a fault; the writer
of these lines must be permitted to
remember him as the unveiler of the
bustin Westminster Chapel, of the
late Samuel Martin, whom we revere
as the pastor of our youth ; and also
to call to mind the rcadiness with
which facilities, not accorded to the

eneral public, but to any who mani-
ﬁzstcd a more than mere sight-secing
interest, were granted by the Dean
for a survey of the antiquities of the
Abbey. It appeared to be aspecial
pleasuse to the Dean to wander with
visitors through the cloisters and
chapels of the Abbey, which was his
home. He could Lie often seen di-
recting the workmen in the renova-

at once introduce a ductrine, e. g., of  functions of a true Church of the , were wanting, thercfore there was no | tion of its mouldeniug parts, or in.

apostolic succession, or of sacramen-

Lord Jesus. Where regenerated

water for the dusty feet, nor refresh-

tal efficacy. Hence polity may be the j Men are not, you may hav: a club, ,ing perfume for the head, and Christ

embodiment of doctrine, in which
case it ceases to be a question of
expediency, but assumes the posi-
tion of a principle.

Dr. Allon, in his noble address at
the English Union last May, thus
speaks :—* There is no principle, in-
junction, or precedent of the New
Testament  which demands any
specific form of church government ; :
its significant abstention from all
Divine prescription or indication is:
a wise and purposed provision for
various embodiments of church life,
and for theexercise of those reason-
able liberties and preferences which
are the natural prerogatives and ex-
pression of intelligent manhood.
We, at any rate, are bound by our
cardinal principle to maintain this; X
we must concede to all others the,
prerogatives that we claim. Be- |
cause we are Congregational we are
of necessity Catholic.™ These ut-,
terances have been questioned, ard
the position maintained that the
New Testament does present a
church polity, which the New Testa-
ment church is bound to follow.
Perhaps a consideration of the fol-
lowing raot principle will manifest
that both Dr. Allon’s position and
that of his challengers ave, from the }
varied stand points of each, tenable,
and tenable because true,

Congregationalism affirms a radi-
cal dificrence to be between the
Church and the world ; (understand-
ing “world” as it must be under-
stood, £. . in 1 John §i. 1517); the
Church is in Christ, possessed of His
spirit, His hfe, the world is withouts
Christ, alienated from God, In the

youcannot have a Congregativnal
hurch.

COURTESY.

“To show deference to age, to
warth, ang to Jignity, 1s 2 duty ; o
show deference to equals, to strang-
ers, and to unknown persons, 1S true {
rehnement and courtesy,” writes one |
discoursing upon good manners: but)
is not the latter equally a duty with |
the former? Vet a subtle, but not !
meaningless distinction may have !
led the writer (M. Joubert), to ap-
parently distinguish between “ duty "
and “ true refinement and coustesy.”
Duty ofken, perhaps most often, ap-
plies to specific acts and maxims.
We mect a superior whom we have
been specially taught to reverence,
we yield the honour where the|
honour 1s duc ; but our bearing tol
equals, strangers, the unknown, will |
be regulated by ourprevailing habit,
for the law of true refinement and
courtesy is written not in “ Chester-
ficld,” but in the heart. Duty may
be constrained, courtesy frecly flows,
it is among the * counsels of perfec-
tion.”

You know, kind reader, Tennyson's
hines :—

“The churl in spirit, howe'er he veil

His want tn farms for fashion's sake, |

Wil Jet Ins coltish nature break !
At seasons through the gilded pale .

For who can always act? but he
To whom a thousand memories call,
Not being less, but more than all
The gentizness he seemed to be”
I'm a plain man, some will say,
and know nothing of your laws of
politeness,—which may or may not

noted the omission which “a sinner”
supplicd. It may be more than sus-
pected that Christ takes notes still.

The want of courtesy is, we fear,
a common sin among Christian
churches angd Christian people, and
arises from a serious defect inour
Christian life, leaving its rough
wards and domineering spirit to fes-
ter and to divide.

We shall all be the better of re-
membering the lesson of “Our
Father.” Not mine only, but thine,
and all mankind. Therefore the
question we are to ask is not, How
am I to treat myservant, boot maker,
masterorcustomer ? but, Howought
I to bear myself towards my fellow-
man? The onls higher question is,
How am I to b.ar myself towards
the truth? Paulthe model of court-
esy, withstood Peter to the face be-
cause he was to be blamed, sternly
rebuked the Galatians for their back-
ward steps, but never forgotthe dig-
nity of brotherhood, nor the regard
due to man as man. We maydo
worsc than direct our attention to
the Christian virtue of courtesy, of
true refinement.
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ARTHUR  PeNrRHYN  STANLEY,
Dean of Westminster, is no more,
having passed away after a brief ill-
ness at the not very advanced age
ofsixty-six, Son of Dr. E. Stanley,
late Bishop of Norwich, favourite
pupil and biographer of Dr. Amold,
of Rughy, friend of the late Prince
Consort, confidant of the Qucen,
companion of the Prince of Wales
during his tour through Palestine
and the East, aman of letters, his-

the arrangement for some specal
service, digmfied yet easy of ap-
proach, and with a fervour that
made his fine and sharp-lined face
in the dim religious light of the Ab-
bey Church suggest the medizval
saint, rather than the courtly Dean.

Neo churchman of the present day
has done more to bridge the social
gulfin England between the Estab-
lished and non-conforming churches,
and as such the late Dean demands.
this notice from vur hands, a notice
the more feclingly given from the
personal reminiscence above referred
to. The Abbey Church at Westmin-
ster ecnjoys peculiar immunities,
being under nn Episcopal jurisdic-
tion, therefore, unlike the Deans of
Cathedrals who are, with the chap-
ters, the bishops’ counsellors, the
Dean of Westmiaster has no eccle-
siastical superior but the Sovereign.
Hence the late Dean opened the
Abbey pulpit to Dr. Moffatt, the
African Missionary and Congrega-
tional minister ; to Max Muller, a
distinguished layman ; and to Prin-
cipal Tulloch, of the Scotch Estab-
lished Church. He took legal ad-
vice as to the liberty allowed by the
law of the realm in this particular,
and went to its extreme limit in the
matter. It was the intolerance of
the English statutes, not the inclin-
ation of Dean Stanley, that kept the
nonconformist leaders from the pul-
pit of Westminster Abbey.

THE last time we heard Doan
Stanley preach, was a year ago, one
of the Sundays in last July. The
occasion was a special ong, being a
sermon to some corps of volunteers.



