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to some of their brotherhood. This is the way with clîurches and societies wh'.
are actuated by the esprit dc corlps.

It iseasy te see that churches having no such principle of conservatiam, and
agression will not hold their own anîong the others, but wiIl sacrifice thomzelvueî
to thecir own liberality. We have been teaching our people to be catholic,
and liberal te others, and they have learued thc leason gcI o well that they
seern to love thoir neiglibuurs a littie botter thani theniselves. Our liberality is
fast relaxing into indifiierenco, as thougli wo held no prineiple worth contending
for, as thougli ail formas of belief ivere alike goud. Can wo lie aggreisive undeer
such circunietances iii the zuidet of others wlîo believe what they hold to be trutld!
A spurious charity ie not good. Lot us, while wo are liberal, contend for the faithi
once deliverod to the saints.

W. H. A .
PARIS, July.

ON THE SCRIPTURAL TERMS 0F ADMISSION TO BAPTISM.
The following je the paper read b y the 11ev. J. Wood, at the meeting of the

Congregational Union in Toronto. It is still incomplete, but it hias beon thouglit
botter te publish it as it wae originally prcsented. [Ed. C. 1.]

The conmpass wvithin whichi it je desirable to comprose thie paper, leaves us 110
room for preface or introduction further than the single remark that Baptists
and Poedo-Baptiste are at ono in regard to the ecripturubnees of believers' baptisili.
Ail hold, that whero it je lias iîot beon previously rcceived, eubmiseion to this initial
ordinance of the Chrietian faith, je the duty and privilege of every disciple of
Jesus, wlîen, for the firet turne, making public profossion of faith in Hum, and uf
a desire to follow iii Hie feettepe. The peint of divergence botwLen ourselves
and our brethren ie, as te what conetitutee baptism, andowhio are ite proper eub-
jecte. Baptieni, ae wo tako it, je a symibol of the epiritual cleaneing, of whielî

1vr cid of Adam stands in need, and which lie miuet experience, thrc'ugh the~
peainof the I-Ily Ghost, beforo lie cait enter into the kingdotn cf God. It

je also a seal of the covenant whichi God lias graciouesly mpade in ail aiges witî hiijpeople and their clîildren, to bo "la God unto tliem, and to their soed after thein,"
in theîrg(enoratione. And it ie te teacli us at once our ruin, through the first
Adami,

whoso gulity fal
Corrupts thc race, andi taints us all,"

and our restoration te the Divine faveur again, tlîroughi the covenant mnade M ithIl "the second Adanii-the Lord frein heavon," that baptismn lias been instituted, as
circunicîsion ivas before it.

The teaching of these fundaînental triîths, in their relation te our infant race,
seeme to us, especially inmportant ani salutary, and conetitutes one cf the principal"u lses Y> of infant baptisi, which we are seinetirnes clîallenged te point eut. The
baptisi cf an adult, eveni by wlîat appears te us the unscriptural and ungiçainlv
mode of immersion, is a selenin and impressive ceroineny; but it teachies us nothix,
regarding infant riin and salvatien, and thus fails te reminid us juet .-.lien it is
uxeet nielded, that lidtbe cliildren, se innocent and winsemie as ours, require tlue
iegenerating grace cf the Hol3' Spirit, and te, assure us, whien meurning their boss,
cf their intereet in that covenant cf whiclh tliey. have received the sign.

The argument fer infant baptisin lias usually Ileen baeed chiefly on tho Abra-
i anîjo ceveuant-an unfertunate designation, by the way, in.sniuchi as it conveys
the impression tliat it was a cevenant tiret made with Abrahiam, and that it is
only in a very figurative auid qualificd sense that a Gentile eau claini any initerest
iii it. So far fre"in that being the fact, however, the covenant cf wivhch we speak,
and whicli our Savieur says M'as "lnet cf Moses, but of the fatiiers," was probably
tiret estabiished with our grreat progeniter imimediately after the fail. WVe first


