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AS TO ROLLED [RON,

RECENT articles in this journal re the manufacture of rolled
iron in Canada have »\cited considerablo comment, a part of
which is embodied in & communication to be found in another
page  The writer, who is interested in an 1ron industry,
agrees with us that Sir Charles Tupper made o mistake when
he imposed « duty of only &2 per ton on wrought scrap iron,
our correspondent > opinion being that to make the iron
schedule harmontous the duty on that article should be con-
sidetably increased.

He is mistaken, however, in Supposimy thxet veally excellent
rolled iron cannot be made entively  of serap  We are
informed by experts that most exenllent iron can be made
from scrap alone ; and that even making puddled ivon it is
desirable to incorporate n certam propurtinn of good scrap.
Thus in the manufacture of heavy forgings, such as locowo-
tive frames, ete., the general practice 15 to use only the bhest
selected scrap, and whatever tmrpurities there may be in the
article nre expelled to a large extent n the procesg of hawm-
mering.
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What we hat e hewtofore snid regurding tue itcaoor quality
of ivon made in Canuly had reference not to buered jron,
ihut to bars and rods - werchant nom -eutering into general

coustnption.  As ows corvespordent ponts cuat, 1, the manu
lweture of such iron it s Practially impossible o prevent
Jthv presence amony the scrap of such forcign substances asg
small picces of brass, steel, ete . and it is such things worked
up with the iron sceap that causes an inferior product very
unreliable for mauy purposes.  Under any circminstances it
is nol economy to use an infuror nrticle, and this fact is as
pomte b b iportant i tin e ol tou as i anything else,
Common cut nails, for instam «, is A cheap a form of 1ron as
*nters into general use, but it 1 not ecconomical to use nails
made of very poar iron, simply hecause ihey mie unrelinble and
in many instanees valueless, or worse, It 1s not economy 1o use
inferior iron in the manafacture of w tace chain or a kiag
ot to a wagon. 1t will probably fail Lo serve its purpose
Just at a time when strength is roquived,  If, then, poor iron
is 53 ohie tionable for <u. bk minor purpuses,
Huportant i+ it that it shondd be of the very best quality when
required su for raunaad work, buildunge bridges, cte., where
the Jives of humitn 1 sings are at stake. The breaking of «
coupling pin, or link, or brake rod, because of imperfections of
the iron, bas frequently been the cause of tie death or mutila.
tion of many peeyde and the destrostion of vuluable property.

Regarding the ralled iron made Canada, we know that
for the mare important uses to whh such won 1y pur the
home-made article is not utilized, The makems of it cannot
claim tiar it is equal to similar iron made of muck or puddled
ivon ; and no railreads in Canada wh. bving Lridges huit
but what specity for a quality of iron which Canadian wnils
do not make,

I our Inst issue we showed that our imports of wrought
serap in 1892 wmounted to 56,74 3 tens, and of bariron 7,500
tons.  The foruer indieates but o portion of the demand of
the country o ‘vur irom, the product of Canadun rolling
mills, the batan e of that quality being made from scrap found
in the count + The latter indicates the demand for w qanhity
of fton whi ki is not made here, but which is essentinl in rail-
road work  hridge Luilding, arehitectural work, ete., where
only the hew quality of 1on must be used The capacity of
our roling miils 1 catheient to supply the entive demand, aud
the en'vre demand would undoubtadly he supplied from them
if they produced a veaily first-clss iron

Why do they not produce a realty tirst-class iront  Simply
because the farifl, as it now stands, encourages them not to
do so, and brcause thay can wmake much more money by pro-
ducing an inferior quality,

It was the desire of Sit John Macdonald and Sir Chacles
Tupper, and Sir Leonard Tilley, and the other tramers of the
National Palicy, to give Canada an irvor industry, by which
we mean tint it was the desire and intontion to stin ulate to
completion the building o 1ron furnaces, so that we miant
become comnmerdially independent of the world in the watter
of pig iron. The duty on Pig iron might have been wade
higher, say six or seven dollars per ton, and that woui! have
obviated the necessity of Lestowing « banus upon the home
production . hut even the luwsr duty we now have would not
very greatly have retarded tho development of the indust ry, 1§

how much move




