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oughit to have a greater iiîterest .il that lifé bcing mlaini-
tained than iii its teriuiatioîi. 1-lad that becît a ruîlitig
principle, the cases of " gravcyard insuralîce " woulcl
liave been less nunlierous. Suppose a trader were to
offer ]lis ilote for discounit to a banker who knew tltat
bis custoiner %vould profit more by dlisltoioriiug snicb
ilote thaii payiug it, would lie discouint it ? Aniy pro-
1babilit), of this bciing a éontingcucy would stop a
batuker froin takiîg sucli paper. The saine prudence
slîouid bc shown to an cvcui greater extent, hy lifé
assurance cornpicse!. Mien, iii tie seiection of agents
and medical exaiiiicirs, tliere lias iiot heen sufficiemit
care tazen te scu*.re tliorougliiy honiorable aîîd quali-
lied rcpresentatives. Freili this cause ]lave coule inot
only instances of collusion bctweeni différent persoîîs,
anîouliting to, a conspiracy to rob> a Comîpanîy, but a1
nuniber of cases iii %vlicli niaterial facts have becui witlî
lield, or xnisrcpresexîtedl. %vilîi jeopardized the issuaince
of policies. ]3y passiîîg applications on such defectivc
or falsified informnation:, uînîuîcerous frauds liave becu
conimitted, and commîîissions amui fées iniproperly
obtaitied. Coîiîpetitioiî lias becomîîe se kecîî, iliat the
agents aîîd mnedical cxaîîîiîiers who, arc strictly cou-
scientious are haîdicapped by those Iess scrupulous, as
applicaxits are tenîptcd te discrinate agaiîst, a coux-
pany which comiducts its business on strictly actuarial
principles. UWe speak of wlhat wve kixîcw ini sayiîîg tlîat
some agenits offer to get applicaiits accepted oui very
easy ternis, se far as; tests go as tu hicaltli, habits, anîd
famuly history. A -whisky sot for instanîce lias lxeîî
ccrtified to, as of " strictly sober " habits, the excuse
beixîg offered Ilhat, lie wvas iîever senî druîîk. Ii
srnaller cities and towmis, wvlere business is Iiiniited,
agents are severcly tcnipted to da ail tlîey caîî. Thecir
personal associations are apt to %vcakcn tlîeir fidelity as
trustees of tiîeir cornpaiy's interests, lieiuce the iuiore
restrictcd the spliere the greater the nccessity of liav-
ing vcry %ýpriglît represeuxtative-s, mxeni of irreproachable
chat-acter and hîigh. reputation, for hioîesty. 1%4edical
exaininers also, in nxany sniahl places are apt te be muîre
lenient than is desirable iii passing applicants. froîîî a
fear of git'ig offence to iidividuals aîid their connec-
tions. XVhien the choice cor;e-s of losiîî.g part cf tlicir
practice, or acting unijtustly te an insurance ccuîpany,
self-iiîtercst is likely te tip the scale iii favor of the lat-
ter course. How far- it is %vise te have agenits iii less
populous districts wvIu cau only earui a very scanty in-
corne ont of commissions, and %who thierefore arc îîot
likely te be nien cf very bighi staniding or ability, '%ve
must heave the companies tu consider. l3aîk-crs secuire
meni to fill positions nt sinali brancie--, %vliose probity is
cqual to tliat of Ilicix- superior officers, the lifé assur-
ance companies shuould aim nt elevating the standard
cf their representatives by su clx a policy as would raise
theni above the temptations of a very liarrcw anxd pre-
CarieUS incarne. \VhCthîr they reahiZC it Or 110t, the
compaiiies niay Test assurcd that tlîeir permnixent
iiitercsts at-c bcst furthcrcd by such fornis of adnis-
tration aud mnagenment as kcep thecir field of opera-
tions entircly frec froni tenîptations te wroîîg doirug
and the oppottunhlies cf fraud by -wrong der

DEFECTS IN PIRE-PROOF BUILDINGS.
The destruction of the Manhattani Savings liistitu-

tion, New 'Vork, by fire, whichi was supposcd te bc
"fire-proý.f,' afforcîs thme Scieniik Aniericru text for

sauie valuiable rinarks on tic defects cf sucli buildings.
Wem publisli theuniii i a condetised and less teclunical
fori. Thec floors wcrc carried uspou 3o iii. box girders
ruxuîing acress the structure Tuhe enter enids; bear
ujiom brick picrs,and the muier endsocm cast iron colunîns
bu"lt ilto tle wall. Tixlese girders are 24 fcct apaýtt, audl
carry 15 ilîclî beains sp.- ed 4 feet centre te centre.

ivwo thiickniesscs cf dressecl flooring are laid clirectiy on
tie top flaiîges cf tixese beaius. WVhîeu the fierce flaines
struck the liwer flange of tiiese girders, they stretched,
the beais beariîîg on tlîeui saggcd, pulling devin the
brick piers witli it. Thiis is inevitable Mienm the main
girders project behow the ceiiiug Eine aîid are without
frc.eproof covcriiîg. Besicles îlîis clefc-ct tic space be-
tiveer tic flooriîig andi fire brick wvas îlot, fmlcd withi
iioix.conductiîug niaterial, se the Openx space becaiiîe an
air amud fire duct hy %viili tie %vodcî flooriiîg wvas
turiied imite "a sen of fire." lu disposing the fire-proof
îîaterial uipoui a skletou fraiuie building, the first care
slioul(l be te protect iii the iîîost tliorrongx minîer the
colunîts and the main floor beaiîs. Iii Iofty buildings
the cross girders have an imiportanit duty tu, perforai
besides carryixxg thec particular flcor cf which they
formîx a part. Tlîcy are the tics wvhiclihxld the mîainî
coluimis, uipou wlicli tic snperiiîiposed building rests
iii place. 'llie collapse cf two or tbree such girclers; iii
the lowcr lber muîst pull the mîain coiuuiîis eut cf
plunîb, and huiff the xvhoie structure tu, the gTouud.
Tlîe ideail firc.proof building shv1 uld fulfili tlîree cou.
ditiomîs:

i. It should l>e proof agaîiist attack froni withcnt.
2. Thxe skcelctoui fraîxie cf steel coluintis ;andi horizon-

tal girders shxould bc iiiclosed iii sonie Ilîcrouglily fire-
proof niaterial.

3- It si10ou1d be able te localize a fire, aîxd confine it
to, the »particulair floor upoii whicli it originites.

In the îîîajcrity cf buildinîgs. the first condition is
nînch iiuglected, axîd the two others; arc inot su ficieitly
considcrcd. The first coniditionî cau ouil3 be uxet by
reduciiig the window space ; building the Nvaiis withi a
facimîg cf bcst lire brick; and providiuîg a plate or roller
sixutter cf stcel for evcry wiîid(ow. The seconid conîdi-
tioni cari be reaiclxed by wahling up evcry columii and
every mxain girder witli higli class lire brick: lcaving
bcîweex Uic brick and the iiietal a space filled willi a
preparatiou cf asbestos, siîiilar to wliat is xxscd on
steam1î pipimîg, or soie sinîilar ncn-conductiîîg niaterial.
The thîird condcitioni eau be attaimicd by building lire
brick libers witx cernenît finîish, aboiishiig ail Wood-
work, anîd using nietal wihîdlov casinigs and sashes, pro-
viding cadli clevater liîdiîîg with plate steel deors,
and iastly, placinig oui cai fluoer a ilewerfuil wvater
supply. «'Such a buildinîg," says the ScietzificAmerica,
" would be costly, but it wouhd lic fire-proof." lu thus
ccîînection we inny ilote thmat time Anierican Sxirety
Building. New York, 110w iicarly compîcte, wili bc 314
feet high, it fons aimait a scjuare tower 85 fect un
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