@The (@atholir Register.

“Truth is Catholic; proclaim it ever, and God will effect the rest."—BaLMEZ.

Vor. II.—No. 456.

= ——

TORONTO, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1894.

Price b CenTs.

EDUCATIONAL BEGINNINGS.

The Early Days of 8¢, Michacl’s College,

The Lato Father Vincent.

Tho host of attached friends left to
motrn the sad and almost irreparablo
loss sustained by the who'o community
in tho death of tho Iate Very Rev.
Father Vincent will during the present
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Vaey Rev. J. M. Sovieny, C.8.B.,
First Principal of St. Michael's College.

week and month unite their supplica-
tions with those of tho pupils and pro-
fesgors of St. Michael's Ccllege. Theo
cherished .memory of so kind, 'so
patient, so generous and so gifted]a
superior will long retain its vernal
freshness in the hearts of hundreds,
mayhap of thousands.

It wounld be hard to mention the
city or distriet in this Province or n
tame of the neighboring States where
prominent men amorg the laity and
clergy are not found who owe their
training, it may bo their voeation, to
the zealand foresight of tho late Father
Vincent. AsPresident of St.Michacl's
College he wus father and friend to all
those who entered as pupils within its
hallowed precincts. During twenty-
five years of successful administration
ko wrought assiduonsly and anceas
ingly in the field of Catholic edu:ativn
for God's greater glory, for the honor
of the Church, and fo: the progress
and welfare of all those entrusted to
his loving care. Four years have now

stnce the day of his sad demise,
bat his pame is yot held in gratified
recollection by all who knew him, and
Anxious prayers arc wafted to Heaven's
thm:zl 8 for oternal rest o his gentle
soul.

Very Rev. Father Charles Viacent
was born in April, 1828, at Vallon in
the South of France, department of
Ardeche. Ho and his sgister, who
afterwards bocame a nun of the Order
of the Presentation, were the only
children of well-to-do and piouns Cath.
clic parents. At the age of twelve
Charles was entered as a pupil of the
College of Aubenas in the same de-
partment, which was, at that time, as
it is now, under the menagement of
the Basilian Fathers. In that prepa:
atory seminary hemastered thoclassics,
finisbed his bumanities and rhetorie,
and was transferred to the Mother
House at Annonay wkere, at tho age

* of twenty-onc he became a novice of
the Order and prosecuted the studies
of Natoral Philosophy, Logic and
Thevlogy undér the celebrated scholars

and ecientists Muntgolfice, Acturio and
Deglesne.

Annonny w Ardecho, a city of 26,-
000 souls, about 70 miles south of
Lyons, is noted as the birth place of
many inventors and men of science,
Among others the Montgolfier brothers
are known the world ovor o8 the .
ventors of the air ballvon and for the
oxcellenco of thioir paper mnlls, which
furmeh all Southern Franco and sov-
eral cities 1n Enygland and Amenca with
notu paper of the Lughest quality and
most delicato tissue, Alphonse,nephow
of the great inventor, received a most
liberal education and was sent to Eng.
land to make particular note of the
latest impruveruents in all liads of
machinery. Dewy religiously inchined
bowever, Ly paid mure attention dur-

ing hia travels, to the etractary of tho
churches and the internal dlsclplme'
of monasterivs than lis accorded to
the wanufacture of paper or the
structure of bridges. On his return
to his native city, he oltained the
coneent of his pious parents to enter
the college of Annonay and study for
the priestheod.

When a member of the order of 5t.
Basil, o with Futher Actorie, author
of ** Origine du bien et du mal,” und
Father Touvrnietlle, unclo of the late
Father Soulerin of St. Michael's
College, lmd deep and broad the
foundations of the Basilian Institute,
then in its infaney, but now a grand
educational centrewithgeveralbranches
in France, one in England, Plymouth ;
one in North Africa, Algiers ; and two
in this Province, Assumption College
of Sandwich and St. Michael's of
Toronto,

In the Motber House at Annonay
Rev. Father Vincent had just finished
his theological course when letters
csing from Bishop de Charbonell of
Toronto urgently requesting that a
staff be sent out to lay the founds.
tions of a Catholic College 1n the
Queen City. Rov. I'ather Soulerine
then prefeot of studies, having some
knowledge of English, was sclecied by
his uncle, Rev. F. Tourvieille, at that
time Superior, {o undertake the mis-
sion. He chose for assistant Rerv.

Father Malbos and made a proposal
o Mr, Viucent, who was a nowvice, but
not vet in Holy Orders. The lauter |
objected that he was totally umae-
quainted with the Euglish language, |
but added that if Mr. Flanuery, an |
Inish stodent, then studying theplogy
in Annonay, woold consent to be lus
companion, he would voluntesr lus
services for the Canadian nussion.
The consent of the latter obtained, all
four left Annonsay for Toronto on the
2nd Aogust, 1852. Mr. Flsnnery,
bowever, Lad, two weeks previonsly,
obtained pernussion to visi lus natve
land, which be had not seen for a
period of cleven years, and returncd
to Haste de Grase on the 6th August,
whence all set sail, the day following,
on the American Line Steamer,
Franklin.

Toronto was reached Iate in Sep-
tember, where Bishop de Charbonell
gave hearty welcome to the Rev.
founders of St. Mickael's College, of
whom two were prdamned priests and
two ccclesiastical students in Minor
Orders. As no collegu existed, a house
was rented for the purpose on Queen
street cast about two doors west from
the corner of Church street. The
staff consistedof Rev. Father Soulerin,

Superior ; Rev. Father Molony, Pro-

fussur of bulles lottres, Buv.e Fathor
Malbros, bursarand profeasor of Greck;
Rov. Mr. Flannery, professor of hu
manitieg, aud Rev. Mr. Vincent, mas.
ter of studice.

It should havo beon mentioned that
two years proviously, Bishop de Char-
bonell had, on his way from Romo,
whore ho was consecrated by Pope
Ps IX,, spent o tow days at the
College of Annonay, his Alma Mater,
and had secured the holp and com
panionship of Rev. J. Moloney, a
member of the Order. Tho lutter was
a nutive of the Diocese of Killaloe in
Ircland who, after completing his

ccclesiastical studies in the Irish Col !

lege, Paris, obtained permission to
attach bLimself to the Order of St.
Basil in France and afterwards, as
snid above, accompanicd the Bishop
of Toronto to this cit:, where he was
appointed Archdeacon of the Diocese
and Dean of the Home Missions, and
where for several years hic was dietin-
guished for piety, eloquenco and strik-
ing amiability of character.

Among the first pupile who entered
the University in embryo on Queen
street, were Mr. Richard O'Connor,
now Bishop of Peterborough ; Mr. D,
O'Connor, now Bishop of London;
Mr. M. Ferguson, now of Assumption
College, Sandwich, and Mr. Geo,
Northgraves, author of ** Mistakes of
Modern Infidels** and Editor of the
Catholic Record

When s six montls’ lease of the
bouse on Queen street had expired,
the infant college was transferred to
the new extension of the Bishop's
Palace on Church strect afterwards
known as St. Vincent’s Chapel, and
remained thero until, with the assist-
anco of the late Cvpiain Elmsley, who
donated the site, and with funds sent
from the Mother House in France,
besides the contributions raised in the
Diocese then embracing Hamilton an
London, the foundations were laid
of St. Basil's Churchand St. Michacl's
College as they now stand on Clover
Bill. The important and costly addi.
tions gince made in no wise interfere
with the plan conceived and executed
by Rev. Father Soulerin. who was
both scholar and architect.

The subsequent historv ~f TRer |
Father Vincent is soon tcld. He and
Mr. Flannery were ordeined priests
by Bishop de Charbonell in <t
Michael's Cathedral on the 2%r1 May,
1853, which day happened ‘c t. io
that year Trinity Sunday  After the
return of Father Malbos to France in
1860, Father Vincent was appomted
ecconoms or bursar which positizt be
held until Rev. Father Soulerin five
years later on was clected Gen: ral of |
the Order at Annonay. Father Vin |
cent then became Superior of the
Order in America and President of St.
Michacl's College.

Nor were his responsibilities linated
to collego work. He was chosen by the
late Archbishop Lynch to be member
of his Counsel and Viear General ol
tho Diocese. In the faithfal perform-
ance of ins many arduove duties he
ganed fricnds every where by his gaiet
demeanour, Lis admirable patieuce
nnder severe tnal, and his charity that
made no distinctionof persons,and that
knew no bounds. After a protracled
illness which he bore with saintly
resignation, ho died on the 1st Novew-
ber, 1890, and was interred on his fonst

dsy (St. Charles Boromeo) ith Nov.
Arclh)ishops Walsh and Cleary were

resctit in tho sanctuary, also three of
gis former pupils who are Bishops
respectively of Peterborough, Hamilton
and London. All tho prieats of the
Diocese and soveral from tho neighbor-
ing Diocesos testified by their prosence
their unwavering devotion to Father
Vincent., St. Basil's was crowded
with worshippers of every condition in
life, tho very poorest mingling with
Toronto's wealthiest citizens, for all
felt under some obligation to the
deceased priest and benefactor either
for sage and saving counsel given in
timo of trouble, or for charitics
bestowed in the hour of need.

Rev. Father Vincent left his mark,
and o luminous vne on the pages of
Churah history in this Province. Dur
ing a quarter of a century his whole
being, tuind, heart and plysical cner-
gics were employed withuut rest, we
tuight say without earthly reward, in
the delicate and difficult task of train-
ing boys to be men and wmen to ho
saints.

That hc eucceeded, not in every
instance it is true, but in measaro and
numbers even bevond his fondest
anticipations, must be ncknowledged
by all. His pupils occupy the first
rank in the professions in every sity
in Canada, if nct all bishops or priests,
they are alwost without exception,
firm and devoted Catholics as they aro
intelligent and honorable citizens, re-
flecting credit on their Aima Mater.
and the Church to which they belong,

Leo XUI. Speaks,

The conferences at the Vatican re-
lativo to the proposed union of the
castorn church with the Holy See
oponed on Wednesday, Oct. 24 The
Pope presided. The sitting was de-
voted to fixing tho order in which the
matters to be considered shall como
beforo the conference,

The Pope made » speach to the de-
legates. After praising all who had
helped bring about the conference, he
said :

““Wo wish that all gosernwenta
salike bad emtraced this grand ideal,
innsmnch ag the work, if achisved, will
bo for the intercst and benefit of the
entire world , but political views, and,
atill more, we regret te say, the unre-
asonable jealousies of somo of the gov-
ernments, which show in what condi
tion the T'apacy is placed, have pre
vented these reunions from having the
large and eolid results rightly expected
from them.

* Above all, wo must lament the
atsence of the patriarch of the Armen-
ians. We shall not on that account,
however, recede from our purpose, and,
oven if we can count only within cer-
tin limits on political union, nothing
will provent us from solving the grand
problem from the religions side while
awaiting more propitions times for the
rest of the work.”

Alrs. Celeate Cocon, Syracuse, N.Y. writes .
¢ For years I could not eat many kinds of
food without produciog a burning, excrucia-
ting pain 10 my stomach. 1 took Parmelcos
Pilis according to directions ander the head
of *Dyspepsia or Indigestion® Mns box
entircly cured me. I can oow cat anythiog
I choore, without distressing o in the
ieast.” Theso Pills do not canse pamn or
gripiog, and should be ascd whona cathartio
18 required.

Mr. W. C. Edwards, M.2., has scot a
sympsathetic letter 30d & sobscription of
$100 to the Cbaniplain Monament Commit
teo at Quebec.




