
1-4 NOVA BCOTIA, NEW TMbVNLiv'ICK ANI) 1UDJOVNING PROVINC0ES.

gay& Calvin «" not nertly in have a verbal ast-
suratice, buit io lhave hi c'rtifitq(l to theni hy
iiihe >igîus, (»as in inifant bapîîism) %bat the

,graei of their heavenly Fuihur is to izrent noi
to etendc. flot bn theniaclves nlt, but in th-ir
offt;uring." If christian p .rents d<> flot feel,
au they olight, the jîractical etuu'.cirugfen
10 dui, which the ordifift-ie, ris u recognit ion
tf the divine promise, preiteiat and) do rint act
coîditiglv (9snd ail of us nitist he aenxiblu of
criminal deficiency) the fuiult lies, tont witti
the ordinance or with ita author, huit wiîls
their own warît of fiâith and of right diu'posi.
lion.-Dr. Wardlatc.

During the. Week of Praver, at the, hegin.
ning of tach year, the tninisters cif the 41f.
ferent denmitiations have heen, in mst
partit of the P>rovince, hrougbt into, close and
friendly relations. In the case <if the min-
istera <if the two branches of the Preabvte.'
rian Church, this fuiendly spirit ho&a in m;any
instances been kolit up throughnut the whole
year, and hait found expreaition in ocasionial
*xcehiunge ouf pulpitit, united proyer meetinxs,
>inited missionary oserationit, &c. Such
friendly co-operation comment): itself as the
right bhing toa*very pioun and intelligenît
christian. Nnw, it in naturel to raise the
queïtion, ithould the frieuid)inesq stop hiere,
or slioul< it go on to an actual union of the
two Clîurcheài? On tit question verr înany
of our peiiple as well ast of our mnsters, are
mutiing ; and, accordieigliv, we %bould jtidge
that it cannot ýut be interes:ing iciail îur
readeta sto peruse te followinZ ahle asitici.
from the peut of the ininister of St. Nahws
Hlifax. Whatever view each tnay take ni
iiie hubject, ail must admire the e!trnt-et andI
decideit Lotie of the writer.

Union of Proabyterians.

1 have seldom felt myseif under 80 grave
a responihility as now ivlien approaching
and begitnning to wu ite on ihis suje.On
the 'une hand it inay be 1~d we are doing
well enough as ive are e:îîd there is n neces-
4ity fur any change.' On -the oither hand, I
ara strongly ot opinion that the trne bias
couic for effectiîîg a union between the twvo
great Presbyterian Chiurches in the Maritime
Provinces, and 1 knoiv that others, who once
thought very differenth', are now fr uni var-

ous catuses in favour of mich a policy; and
to be quiet and make no. 8ign is flot t her
tolie that duty in such circurnstauces dic-
taltes. , To write and express such. a convic-
tion and thus test its iruth ia aurely rny, duty ;
and 1 pray Goci that rny brethren and the
readers of the Record generali inay read the
'words of tl.ii article in the apiritin which
tliey are writtema. 1 ami âware that it is cas>

to talk nf the feelings thnt ncttinte us, and
that sticl talk of itseîf goce for little; huit 1
think that in% conduct in titis matter shows
thant 1 have ito bih uit to nmirch. in line
%vith ni) fellu.w-clîurclîmeti. Sèven vearst
ago I returned ici niy native P>rovince -filcd
%with niu ardent lu.nking- in sec the difl-rent
menilhers of te sanine"('htirch, fainily re-
united under one rool-iree. The 8tate af
feeling thten prevailitirg and the eleixtents at
w<urk on both iles were borniers tîtat could
tnt be fignored or overcome. Union was then
impîrncticahle. 'I'n taulk about it only exas-
;îeratecl. ileconciliaution -tus required first.
Since that tinte i have laboured i ench ot'
of our three I>'resbi terius, have preached in
eery Chureh andI almost every mission sta-
tion in our Synod, have' thu8 heen obligcd tri
study the question iii the lighî of the l'acts
of ilhe case from every point of view, andI
tboughi 1 have my lîkes atîd diglikes, 8a1(1
prejudices andt Lhurch feelings as mnucla
as uny kirkntan in the country, 1 have
beeti forced year after year more'antI more
to the conclusion ibat union is the one thing
now nieeded lîy Presbyterianism, that it would
do us ail good and lthe country good, anti
and that ta oppose it longer is to be blind Lu
t'ec signs of the imes, and Lo be unfaithfül La
tbe work given us to, do by the Great Rentd
of the Church.

lIn the UJnited States, Presbyterian% neyer
<livided ii'îo hostile campsi, heesuise Church
patronage in Seotiand wa8 sometinies exer-
cised iii a high-handed mianner; non hecause
ofl an abistract tbeory on Voluntarvism or
Churcli establishmnts or endowmenus; no?'
hecause of a Buî'gher oath that no Burgess
iii Arnerira was ever asked to take; rior be-
cause clîurch courts ini Scotland maintained
for a year or two views on Spiritual Inde-
pendence, that the highest legmîl tnibmnal ix
Great linitain decided to, bc incompatibl"
with the civil rights of the subjeet.. Truc
there are Covenanters, andI Dutch Reformed
and other sînali ]?re'.b%îerian Churches in
the States, that h .ve gî'own up alongaride of
the great hodies, and are composed chiely af
jendgrants from European countnies; but the

t ti e or f the gret body have ar.isen frorn
differences of opinion among themselvem

Ichiefly on doctrinal maLters less or more im-
portant; and the current of opinion now is
ftat even 8uch divisions were unnecessary
nd unwise. andI thai the sooner thev are

healed the better it will bo for the cauïse of'
the (hurch and the cause of religion. The
greai convention in Philadu-Iphia last year ite
of itselt' a aufficient proof of ibis.
s lIn the Colonies-wvith anc or two insigni.

ficant exceptions, Scottiha Church divisonsa
have been faithfully and zealously imitated
in every particular. *The battles, of Ilurgber
and Anti-Burgher, of intrusion and *non-
intrusion have been fouîght, aver again in il-
most every Calony. The fact is to be de-
plored but hardly to be wondered at whLea


