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but for the work of a few great jurists. The eighteenth century
law and cquity of Mansfield and Hardwicke were flot on any
strict theory pêurt of the commion law brought to the country by
those who settled it. But a few% of our early Judges and institu-
tionaI writers, chief among them Story and Kent, perceived the
value of the work done by the English Judges since the colonial
settiements. They importcd the eîghteenth century English
material, which might truly be called a foreign law, and thus
placed the kaw of the United States in line with that of England.
Finally, it should not be forgotten that in the important field of
( 'onfliet of Laws, 'with some suggcs+ionis from, the writilgs of
the I)utch S<-hool and ith the lhellp of a irteagre body oif (IU(i(d
cases, Story Nvrote the kiw anew, and in a wvay whicli luas fixed
11w ideas of Ameriran and'miiEgli.h lawyers al l'east, mId on L
Continent gave a liew impuls;e to legal seniolarshîpl) H1 liale,
A 'freatise on the Conflict of Laws, lit. 1., p). 51). Thli mention
of conflict of laws suggezts that the influence of otior sv' stenms
has len more active in certain branches of our lawv than in others.
Equity, Adiniralty, and those braniches of law whiehi wire fornierly
administerod by the veccle,-iastical courts, at once occur ,,s possible
depa"'Inents wvhich have been 1argel. jffected. But coiclu.sions
must noý' be rcachied with too much po;tvns.Surh liopeful
subjects for a foreigii origin as the trust :11(1 0,e .xecutur are b
the liest modemi authority regarded as i-, 'he mini native pro-
ducts (Goffin, Yihe Testanientary Exceutor, 1). 12; M\aitland, Eq.,
1). 8). Indced, it is îliffhcult to point io this or that dm-trine or
legal institution, and saN that, it is or is flot iniported front the
civil Iaw. W'e (Io not esFtal)ijsli a Rian origin for our law of
1bilmejits, for examnple, hy sliowmng that Lord Hloît, iii ('ogl.s v.
fleriiard (2 IA. Ravin. 909) quoted the Latini texts with great
fiullness. 'l'le inifluencà' bias worked in a more subtle fashion.

(odexamlples of how it luis operated are, afTorded î)y Mr. Coiîdy's
interest îng Ieniotist rat ion t hat the maxini, A cti persoiwlis noritu r
cumii persona, o\ves its origin t<) a nhisrea(lmig (if Latin texts by
Býracton (Gotidy, Tw'î Ancient Boocards, Oxford Essays iii Legal
Hlistory, 1913, 1). 215), and !)y lr. MNIitlaiid's, suggestion thlat
thew illog'cal elassîheatioîi of a terni for v('ars inler the eaitegorvN


