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Mr. Hall will thank us for endeavouiring to give a practical
illustration of the " elasticity and general grace of mnovement " of
these l'most prominent lawyers" of courtly Virginia, as one
chopped the other with ;.1 knife and proceeded to enlarge the
scope of his " facial gesture " by slittin g his niouth from eau to
ear, and the.other, scorning that silly' -monotony and arti-
ficiality " of the English Bar, and " fettered only by the innate
dignity of a gentleman," tried to blow holes through his adver-
sarv with a gun. Yes, MIr. Hall, yuui have proveci your point;
we quité agree with vou that vour svstem Il tends toward freednm
and naturalness iii thought and speech," and, permit as to add,
action. We appreciate the good clualitics of the Bar of oitr
neighbours across the liue, but Mr. Hall miakes a verv pnor
trunipeter. he blows ton lotid.I- 1Vesterii Laio Times.

print and publish of a person that lie Il i said to have been in the
workhouse and to have had a criniinal record - k libellons per se.

* \hile it is the right of the press, as it is of individuals, to freely'
criticize and comment uipon the official action and coilduet of a

* public officer, false and defiiniatorv words, spoken or published
of himn as an individual, arc ilot privileged on the ground thart

* they related to a inatter of publir interest, and w;ere spoken or
published iii good faith. T'he real grotind on which the alleged
privilege is claimed in arguments is that inasntuch as the investi -

* gation of the conduct of the police commissinners was a miatter
of public concern in the citv of Cincinnati, and the characcer of
their appointees on the police force wvas incidentally invoiveci,

* the <lefenclant, so long as it wvas not actuated by malice, had the
right to pulilish as an itemi of news, and ili the public interest,
any criticisni, comment, or statement concerning the pers.,.ial
character and standing ot the plaintif,. as wehl al; his official
action and conduct as a policenian. It is said in support of this
position that the press oNves a duty tu the public to keep it
informned about its public servants, to the end that abuses inay
be corrected and the public %velfa.re smbserved;- and that the press,
in the performance of that duty, is privileged to speak as frecly
of the private character of the person holding the office as of his
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