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‘This lesson begins the fourth quarter, and is a
continuation of ** Studies in Jewish History.”
Hoxe ReADINGS.

L. Deut. 6:1.25. .. Exhortation to Obedicnee

2. Deut. 7: X-11 . Commu ionacith fdolators Forbidden
W. Lev.25: 1138 . A Bleasing upon the Ohed ient.

The Lev 26: 148, A Curse upon the Disolediont.
FooJude.2:1 20 . The Timeor the Judges.

So Isa. 1:10-81 o Repentance Regnired.

S. Isa. 40:18:.31 .. Lhe Foily of Idvlatry.

Time—The period of the Judges was from the
death of Joshua, B.c. 1426, to the inauguration
of Saul as King, B.c. 1075.

DPlace The site of Bochim was probably near
Shiloh, between Bethel and Shechem, where the
tabernacle was set up and solemn assemblies
were held.

BerwEEN 118 LESSONS.

The hook of Judwuzes continues the history of
1srael from the death of Joshua to the death of
Samson. It takes its name from thespecial class
of rulers whose acts it records. ‘This Jesson
gives a general view of the condition of Israel
during the period of the judges.

LEessoN Prax.
I. Weeping at Bochim, vs. 1-5.
II. Death of Joshua, vs. 6-10.
II1. Raising up Judges, vs. 11, 12, 16.

HELPS 1N STUDYING.

1. “ Anangel of the Lord™ the angel of the
Lord,” whose message is delivered, as if the
Lord himself were speaking,  And Isaid”  sce
Gen. 17 ;7. God's promises stand sure. 204N
League™ literally, “covemmt.” BEx. 23 @ 32;
Deut, 7:2,35; Josh 9:7; 23: 12, 13, “Ye have
not obeyed™ see vs, 11, 12, 3. “As thorns™ a
constant source of disquiet. 1. “Wept™ the
angel’s reproof and threats hrought them to
repentance. 5. “Bochim™  (weepers)—nothing
more is recorded of this place. “Sacrificed there
unto the Lord '—sceking vardon for sin, and a
return of protracting favor. 6. “When Joshua
had let the prople go™  verses 6:9 are nearly the
same as Joshun 24 728310 Thev connect the his-
tory given in the hooks of Joshua and Judges,
and contrast the condition of Israel in the two
periods. 7. “All the days of the elders™ under
the intluence of their example and teaching.
*“The great works™  wrought in bringing them
into Canaan. 10. **Knew not the Lord ™ —did not
serve and obey him, had no thankful sense of
his mereies, 110 “Baalim™  the plural of Baal,
used to include all false gods. 10 “Nevertheless
—though they deserved only wrath. ““Judges”
—leaders and governors, So he is still gracious
and leng sutiering.

Lire TEACHINGS.
. The influence of good peoplelives after them.

-t

<

God punishes sin by the evil it produces.
3. We casily forget the Gad of our fathers. !
4. If we forsake him we must expect his wrath. |
5. Heis ever ready to help the penitent.

6. He is mereifnl even in the inidst of wrath
not willing that any should perish.

Time—About B.c. 1222, Gideon was Judge B.C.
12221152, The chronolozy is quite uncertzin
until we reach David’s time.

Place—The gathering of Gideon's army was at
the well of Harod, near the Hill of .\lorcfx, av the
foot of Mount Gilboa.

BEPWEEN THE _ESSONS.

Chapters 3-6 give a condensed history of the
eriod of about two hundred years, between the
ast lesson and this, during which the Israclites
sufiered repeated oppressions on account of their
idolatry.  On their repentance judges were
rised up to be their deliverers. as_ follows:
First servitude, to Moab: IEhud, Shamgur.
Third servitude, to Jabin and Sisevi; Deboral
and Baralk. Tourth servitude, to Midian;

Gideon. Our Home Readings give the entire
account of the last named. Study them care-
fully.

LEssoN Prax.
1. Gideon's Encouragement, vs. 13-15,
I Gideon's Three Hundred vs. 16-15.

111, Gideon's Victory, 19-23.

HELPs 1IN STUDYING,

13. “When Gideon was come™—to the cunp of
the Midianites, whither the Lord had sent him.
v, 9-12. A cake” - the coarsest kind of bread,
indieating the humbie origin and station of
Gideon, 14 **This is nothing else™--showing the
tervor Gideon's name had cansed amonyg the
Midianites, Compare Ex. 23:27; Josh 2:9-11.
15, **He worshipped™  this further evidence that
God was with Inm filled him with adoring glad-
ness, 16, “Lamps™--torelies bidden within the
pitehers. When the pitchers were_broken the
torches would flare sudienly. 18, < Tho sword of
tne Lord™- the Lord’s naane has the first place.
The battle ana the victory were to be his. 14
“The middle waich™  from ten o'clock p.y. to
three A, 21 ey stood™ - each of the three
companies (v. 16) had a place assigned toit. on a
disferent side of the cawp. The effect was to
awaken all at the same time, and thus make
gencral panic and contusion. 22, *The hast fled”

unable in the dark to distinguish friend from
foe, slaying oune anather. 2. “The wen of
Israel” "Gideon's disbanded army, vs. 4-8.

Lire TEACHINGS.

1. The Lord is our Defence and Deliverer.

2. His soldiers need courage, prudence, and
promptuess.

3. Hecan give victory by few as well as by
many.

4. We are strong when
strength,

5. He will never fail those who put
trust in Him.

we trust in God's

their

Every day is a little life, and our whole it is
bt o day repeated.  Those. thevefore, that dare
lose a day. are dangeronsly prodigai; those that
dare misspend it, desperaie.



