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ON SOME 0F THE LKRGER UNEXPLORED REGIONS 0OP
CANADA.

(Dy G. M, Dawson, D.S., Assoc. R.S.M., F.G.S., F.R.S.C.)

(Reaci7J Mrk 1890.)
If on reading the titlo of the paper whichi £ had proisecu to contribute

te the Ottat-,a Field-Naturalists' Club, any one should have sup1>osed
it te be my intention te en(leavour te doscribe or forecast the character
of the unexplored areas iiientioned, I must, in the first place disclaim
any such intention. The very existence of luirge regions of whiicli littie
or nothing is known, is of course stirnulating te a fertile imagination
ready te picture to itself tindiscovered "lgolden cities a thousand leagues
deep in Cathuay," bt sticb uniscientîfie use of the imagination is far
renioved frein the position cf sober seriousness, ia wbiclh I ask your
attention te the facts whicbi I have te present.

Fortuniately, or unforttunately as we rnay Iappen te regard it, the
tendency cf our turne is ail in the direction of laying bare te inspection
and open te exploitation, ail parts, however reniote, of this counparatively
sinaîl wor]ld in wvbichl wv live, and thoughi the .exp)lorer hiniseif miay ho
impelleci by a certain roinanticisrn in evercoming dlilliciilties or even
dan(yers met with iii the execuition of biis task, bis steps are surely ani
cioseiy followed by the trader, the lunmberer, or the agricul turist, and
neot long after these cornes the builder of~ railways with bhis iron road.
It is, therefore, rather fiern the peint of view cf practical titility than
frein any other, thiat anl appeal niust bo made te, the publie or te tho
goveraient fer the further extension of explorations, and rny main
purpose in addressing yen to-iiighit is te niake suc]) an apl.:caI, and te
show cause, if possible, for the exploration of sucli considerable portions
cf Canada as stili remain alinost or altogether unrnapped.

Wliat I biave te say, in fact, on this subjeet, resoives itseif chiefly
into reniarks on the map) exhibited bore, upon wvbicli the unexpiored.
areas te whicii I an) about te refer, are clearly depicte(i ini sucli a
manner, I believe, as almost te speak for theinseives.

It is very cominonly supposed, everi in Canada, but te a greater
extent elsevliere, that ail parts cf the Dominion are new se well krnown
that exploration, in the true sense of the terni, may be considered aa a
Lhing of the past. This depends largely upon the fact that, the inaps of


