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sections, without any concert of action.
Consequentty, many have been disap-
pointed in the character of'thLeir land,
and have mnade for themselves isolated
homes, far away fromi any Friendly
Association. It is thought that when
this period of depression is over that
emigration will again begin, and, with
this in view, a conceru arase in the
Yearly Meeting last year, that an effort
be made to aid by information and
suggestion, those who contemplate
seekinÈ new homes, and that they
should be encouraged ta go in colonies
in order to have better social and re-
ligiaus advantages. This resulted in
a comniittee being appointed to make
investigation and report this year.
The committee had visited parts of
Idaho, Utah, Eastern Oregon and New
Mexico, travelling in ail some 8,ooo
miles, and made a most interesting re-
port upon thie comparative merits of
the localities visited.

After the business of the Yearly
Meeting was finished on Fil îh-day af-
ternoon, an hour and a half was given
ta a devotional meeting, in which free
expression was given to our apprecia-
tion of the kind and cordial hospitality
with which we had been entertained,
and the voices of many were raised in
praise and thanksgiving for the privi-
lege of having thus mingled with
Friends from, distant sections, ail hav-
ing a cominon interest and bound to-
gether in loving feltowships. Fare-
wells were said, and we departed to
aur widely separated homes in the f ar
east and west, bearing wvith us many
pleasant and tender memories. C.

THE FRIENDS AT CLEAR
CREEK.

From Friends' Intelligencer and Journal.

The Frieiids at Clear Creek,fllinois,
live, as was previously' mentioned, in
quite a compact graup. The road run-
ning by the meeting-house is sametimes
called Quaker Lane, and the neighbor-
hood is very commonly known as the
Quaker Settiement.
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The region here is level prairie, the
soit rich, and from fiteen inches to
three feet deep. It is commtonly under-
lain by a stratutn of porous clay, frorn
which many tile,to drain "sloughs,"anid
also to drain the roadside have been
made. The Clear Creek neighborhood
is part of the Oxbow Prairie, a wiel-
known local debignation, so called, 1
believe, fromn the beit of native wood-
land, the "timuber," which extends in a
serni-circle, something like an oxbow, on
the southern side,partially enclosing the
settîement. This tirnber grows on clay
land, and lies along the streams ; it is
much like our woods of eastern Penn.
sylvania. containing oaks and other
hardwood trees.

The Clear Creek Friends are farmers,
bracîically without exception. They
have experienced, of course.îhe serious
depression of agriculture, because thieir
products have been sold at very low
prices, but they have been less serious.
ly affected, I shoutd say, than rnany
farmeys elsewhere. Their main crop is
corn, which seldomn faits to yield well.
This year the crop is good, and at the
time of our visit was practically "made,"
so that frosts could do it littie damage.
There is practically no wvheat raised
here ; it is apt ta freeze out in the ivin.
ter and early spring. Theqe has been
a great deat of aid corn carried overand
we saw loads of it on the way to the rail-
road towns,for sale at the prevailing, bet.
ter prices. The corn is usually flot cut
off,as is the customn in the East,but the
ears are husked an the stalks, and
hauled away, and the fodder left stand-
ing for the cattie ta eat at pleasure dur.
ing the fait and winter. Anyrhing left
by themn is plowed down in the spring,
and goes to fertitization. Oats is raised
extensively, and does weIl; great stacks
of the straw are to be seen now in the
fields, and like-the corn-fodder will be
mostly consumed before spring by the
horses and cattle. Clover is much growa,
and two good crops in a season are ex-
pected ; usualty the second crop is cut
well-ripened for seed,which makesa Pl(>


