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absurdities and false notions that every-
where abound, producing wrong and so
much evil in society.

There is one definition and use of
spirit given in certain texts of the New
Testament which, if ail .would adopt
and adhere to, would lead us out of
this mystification of the term.

It is represented as an incoporeal,
impersonal abstraction, and wliich ac-
cords with the use made of it by
scientists.

Where it is used as the anti-thesis, or
the opposite of ail that is material, and
expressing a thought instead of an or-
ganized, personal identity, it means
the effect, the resuit, the intent or pur-
pose and motive, or the impelling
force to action in an oiganized being,
in the words he may express, or in the
deeds be may perforn.

And in the phrases the letter killetb,
but the spirit quickeneth, or, the spirit
giveth life.

"The flesh profiteth nothing, the
words that 1 speak unto you they are
spirit and /kiey are life.»

In these sentences the rt'ord or
tlzouj,'/t is the spirit. How simple the
definition and easily understood by a
mind not clouded by contradictions ?

The people may pursue different
lines of work foi~ one purpose and act
in one spirit, or fromn the same motive,
as Paul says, there are diversity of gifts,
but ail from the same spirit. It is the
motive that impels a person, that de-
termines the quality or character of the
spiuit that animates him.

The testimony of Paul as to the
meaning of spirit is a rational, intelli-
gent one, agreeing with the other New
Testament writers. H1e knew men were
actuated by different spirits or motives.

He beiieved in fostering an aggres-
sive, inquisitive spirit, one that would
fearlessiy search after the truth on the
most vital 'and serlous subjects. He
tells us to "lProve ail things and hold
fast to that which is good.» "That the
spirit searcheth ail things, c-ven the deep
things of God.» IlHe that is spiritual
judgest ailthings." "Where the spirit

of the Lord is, there is liberty." Th.e
spirit of a man is the guîding, directing
force of bis energies ; let it be to good
or evil. Ail men are spiritual.

To taunt a person of being a ma-
terialist or unspiritual is an absurd
solecism. No action of any conse-
quence, however trivial, if performed
intentionally, can be any other than
spiritual.

How impertinent, then, and how
arrogant for any one to, stigmatize
another with being a materialist or un-
spiritual, beca-2se he does flot bury
himseif as deep in mystical superstitions
as his benighted accuser.

No person ever lived without a spirit,
let him be ever so much scandalized by
his would-be traducers !

The person who bas the greatest
strength and fortitude to resist the ten-
dencies to weakness of judgment, and
towards visionary ideas, or the dream-
ing crudities of the enthusiast, or the
narrow conceits of the bigot, is the one
who is most guided and controlled by
the proper spirit.

The stàid, imperturable character is
the one in whom, the spirit prevails
over the weaknesses of the flesb, over
whom, the impulses, the passions, or
emotions, do not hold sway. The
energy of these do, not constitute the
measure of his spirituality.

Weakness or excitability of the ph>'-
sical organism, or bt±ing easily over-
comne with religious emotions, is no
evidence of a predominating spiritual-
it>'. But a strong, controlling spiritual-
ity is indicated where one bas gained a
master over the disturbing forces within
or without, where the spirit seerus to
triumph over its material suirroundings,
and is sustained, self-poised, calm, and
resigned to\any fate that nia> follow
after a sense of having fuli>' discharged
a hîgh cail of duty.

The test of the spirit are its fruits
"in ail goodness and righteousness and

truth ;» and in love, joy and peace.»
IlAnd where the spirit of the Lord is
there is libeity»
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