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DIARY FOR FEBRUARY.

1 Wed. Last day for Co. Trea. to farnish to Ck of Mun.
in Co’s list of lands liable to be sold for taxes.
Assessors to complete rolls, unless time ext.
- Examination of Law Students for call to the Bar
with Houors,
- Examination of Eaw Stud. for call to the Bar.
Exam, of Art. Clerks for certificate of fituess,
- Sepfidgesima Sunduy.
ilary Term begins.  Articled Clerks going up
Or inter-cxamination to file certificate,

- Inter-examination Law Students and Articled
Clerks.  New Trial Day, Queen’s Bench,
New Trial Day, Common Plens. Last day for

Setting down and giving notice of re-hearing
in Chancery
Paper Day, Q. B. New Trial Day, C. P.
aper Day, C. P, New Trial Day, Q. B.
+ Seragesima Sunday.
aper Day, Q. B. ~ New Trlal Day, C. P.
. St Valentine, Paper Day. C. P. New Trial
Day, Q. B.
Paper Day, Q. B. New Trial Day, C. P.
. Paper Day, C. P. Open Day, Q. B. Re-hear-
ing-Term in Chancery commences. Last day
T for service of summons for Clo. Court, York.
v Frid, New Trial Day, Q. B. Open Day, C. P.
. Bat. Hilary Term ends. Open day.
29 8UN. Qui nquagesima Sunday.
5 Wed. s Wednesday,
50 Frid. s:. Matthins.
b SUN. 15 Sunday in Lent.
“I- Mon. Lagt day for deelaration County Court York.
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NERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE.

o L‘RISD[CTION IN CASES OF PERJURY.
ur

subject&t;entiox} has been called to the above
appear d? various articles that have lately
sions teh IR our public papers, and by discus-
lookige at have taken place thereon. Upon
admit | mto' ﬂ.le matter, we are compelled to
fro that it jg 4 subject by no means free

™ doubt g ¢, whether the Court of General
f the Peace has power to try cases
Jornot. We will endeavour, how-
* “0&ive some idea of how the matter rests.
to OGl;" Act (Con. Stat. U. C. cap. 17) relating
Stituteneral Sessions does not so much con-
valia eﬂ‘: Dew C?urt, ag continue and make
Which ¢ ommissions and authority under

1c}1 the Courts had been formerly holden,
th:: ‘tS, Prior to 41 Geo, IIL. Tt will be noticed
Courtse County C.ourts, and some of the other
cOnst't’ have special acts, by which they were
as {buted Courts in Upper Canada ; whereas,
sim::e“t“med before, Courts of Quarter Ses-
the ﬁ,.::re only confirmed and continued by
re 8¢t of our Legislature which specially

r8 to them, Thig being 8o, it becomes
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ever,

necessary to enquire under what authority
were the Courts of General or Quarter Ses-
sions in this country first held. We should
say, by the act introducing the criminal law
of England in this Province.

Now, our act respecting these Courts says
nothing in reference to jurisdiction ; in which
¢asé we must fall back on the English law,
and ascertain what law governed the jurisdic-
tion of Courts of General Sessions in England
when the criminal law was introduced into
this Province,

The Court of General or General Quarter
Sessions of the Peace was established in
England in the reign of Edward III, for the
trial of felonies, and of those misdemeanors
and other matters which Jjustices of the peace,
by Virtue of their commission or otherwise,
might lawfully hear and determine. The
statute 24 Ed. I11. cap. 1, states what offences
W4y be tried by these Courts, and, after
entmerating a large number of different classes
of cases, gaes on to say, ‘““and to hear and
determine all and singular the felonies, tres-
Pas8es, &c., according to the law and statutes
of England.” There was some considerable
doubt entertained as to what the words * felo-
nies” ‘anq ‘“trespasses” included, and what
cobstructions ought to be placed upon them ;
but the authorities now seem to be agreed
that, with the exception of perjury at common
18, and forgery at common law, the Court of
Quarter Sessions has jurisdiction of all felo-
nies Whatsoever—even murder (2 Hawk. P.C.
cap- §, sec. 63). It has been long ago settled
that for perjury at common law, an indictment
at the Quarter Sessions will not lie (see 2
Hawk. P, . cap. 8, sec. 64; R.v. Bainton,
2 Str. 1088); but perjury under the statute
5 Eliz. cap. 9, is within the jurisdiction.
In & case that came up before Lord Kenyon,
C.Jd: Ry, Higgins, 2 Enst. 5 (an indictment
for Soliciting a servant to steal goods from his
master), it was argued that the case did not
fall Within the jurisdiction of the Sessions,
but his Lordship said, “Iam clearly of opinion
that it is indictable at the Quarter Sessions,
as falling within that class of offences which,
being violations of the law of the land, have a
tendency, it is said, to a breach of the peace,
and are therefore cognizable by that jurisdic-
tion.  Of this rule there are indeed two excep-
tions, namely, forgery and perjury ;=~why
exceptions, I know not; but having been
expressly so adjudged, I will not break through
the rules of law.” His Lordship, in referring
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