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DIARY FOR FEBRUARY.

1. WVed. Last daiy for Co. Trea. to fiirnisîi to Ck of MunI.
in Co's list of lands liable to be sold for taxes.Assea> rs to (olipflete roila, unless time ext.2. Thur. Exarnin:ition of Law Students for cail tu the Bar

!111-'Fxarin.-Ii' inofLw Stud. for eaii to the Bar.87t- xam. oAtj. Clerks for certiliuate of titness.
6.N. 1 c'Pt evfqe s5n Sundify.

6.Mn lilary Term begîns. Articled Clerkzs going uP.>fo)r iritcr-xxî,iation tg) file certificate.8 e.* Inter-exanoii,.tion Law Students and Artieled9. Th~ Clerks. New Trial Day, Queen's Beneh.tir New Trial Day, Conimoni Pleas. Last day for
setting dowil and giving notice of re-hearing

10.F inCaer
1'ri1. Pape y Q B. New Trial Day, C. P.12. I.i,ý ý '~ Day, C. P. New Trial Day, Q. B.-- e ragesa a Sundoey.

13 ton aper Day, Q. B. New TrIal Day, C. P.14 ues. St aenie Paper Day. C. P. New Trial
15. wedl. Paper'Iay, Q. B. New Trial Day, C. P.16. Thur. Paper Day, C. P. Open Day, Q. 'B. Re-hear-

ing-Terin b Chancery comIlmences1. Last day
1.ri. for Rervice of surmsmons for Co. Court, York.17 F id New Trial bay, Q. B. Open Day, C. P.

19. iarTerm ends. Open day.N2 .W Qmequqql eesima Sanda y.

2 .rl t.Mtis
'27 . Mon., lst Suaadït ix, Lent.Last day for declaration County Court York.
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G;EŽÇE RL SESSIONS 0F TUIE PEACE.
JU'RISDICTIÛ)N IXi CASES 0F PEItJURY.

urte ntio by, as been cailed to the above"1etb arious articles that have latelyappeared in Our publie papers, and by discus-
SjOl15 that have taken place thergeon. Upon
admitné Into the mnatter, we are cornpelled togfroli tat it is a subject by no means freeflradoubt astottrcae
Sess81 nS o t> te whether the Court of General

of he Peace has power t r ae0fPerjury or flot. We will endeavour, how-
eetogive som idea of how the matter rests.

tOur Act (Con. Stat. U. . cap. 17) relating
Stieneral Sessions doges flot so mucb Con-

tta ewCourt, as continue and ixake
vaidte Ofllissions and authority underWhlch the Courts had been formerly holden,

that is, pri0o. to 41 Geo. III. It will be noticedthnt the County Courts, and some of the otherCourts, have sperial acts, by which they wr
Constituted Courts in Upper Canada; whereas,as nxentioned before, Courts of Quarter Ses-
Sions were only corifirmed and continued bythe first Rct of our Legislature which specialiyrefera to them. This being- s0, it becoines

necessary to enquire under what authority
were the Courts of General or Quarter Ses-
sions in this country first held. We should
say, bY the act introducing the criminal law
of England in this Province.

NOW, Our act respecting these Courts says
nothing in reference to jurisdiction; in which
case we must fali back on the English law,
and ascertain what law governed the j arisdic-
tion of Courts of General Sessions in England
when the criminal law was introduced into
this Province.

The Court of General or General Quarter
Sesgioàs of the Peace was gêstablished in
England in the reign of Edward III, for the
trial of felonies, and of those misdemeanors
and other matters which justices of the peace,
by virtue of their commission or otherwise,
iniight lawfully hear and détermine. The
Statute 24 Ed. III. cap. 1, states what offences
znaY be tried by these Courts, and, after
eflurerating a large number of difl'erent classes
of cases, gcies on to say, Iland to hear and
deterniine aIl and singular the félonies, tres-
pas ses, &c., according to the law and statutes
Of -England.11 There was some considerable
doubt entertained as to what the words "lfelo-
nîes1 and "ltrespasses" included, and what
constructions ought to be placed upon them ;
but the authorities now seem to be agreed
that, With the exception of perjury at common
law, anud forgery at common law, the Court ofQuarter Sessions has jurisdiction of ail felo-
nies whatsoever..even murder (2 Hawk. P.C.
cap. %, sec. 63). It has been long ago settled
that for perjury at common las,, an indictment
at the Quarter Sessions will flot lie (see 2
Ils1wk. P. C. cap..8, sec. 64; . v. Bainton,
2 Str. 1088); but perjury under th'e 8tatute
6 Eliz. cap.' 9,7 is within the jurisdiction.
In a case that came up before Lord Kenyon,
0. IJ.: -R~. v. ffigging, 2 East. 5 (an indictment
for SOliciting a servant to steal goods from his
mas8ter), it was argued that the case did not
fall Weithjn the jurisdidtion of the Sessions,
but his Lordship said, IlI arn clearly of opinion
that it is indictable at the Quarter Sessions,
as falling within that class of offences which,
being violations of the law of the land, have a
tendency, it is said, to, a breach of the peace,
and are therefore cognizable by that jurisdic-'
tiofl. 0f this.rule there are indeed two excep-
tions, iAgmely, forgery and pexjury ;-,.'-whY
exceptions, 1 know flot; but having been
expressly so adj udged, 1 will not break through
the rules of law.» Ni& Lbrdship, in referring


