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theory (see Bruce's Miraculous in Gospels, pp 172,
#9g.). We cunnot adimit, however, that the very uble

argument just cited weakene the decisive evidence of | altend to her Rguests. Matthew's

such declurations as Matt. 12, 43-45. Coulll Jesus by
such words have deliberately =anctioned a populay
error in the realm of spiritual (surely not mere scien-
tific) truth? The theory, in fuct, inevitubly lowers on
some side our conception of him, und this result is
direcily opposed to the growing tendency of modern
thought. We believe there is no reul dificalty in the
following statement: Possession was a real tyranny of
evil spirits over the physical and mental powers of
men, fixing not neces-arily on the morally repiobate,
hut on gy wrought nervous tem ments, A
speciul outburst of such demoniacal powers was natural
in the age which prepared and witnessed the coming of
Chri But they may perhaps be recogniz d even now
in ficlls of missionary enterprise, and ut home in #u:|
varying phenomenn us those of * religious
even delivium tremens,  Thisis not denying the gency
of definite psychological laws; such %, which are
the instruments of God’s own working, may become
the weapons of Satan,

VER. 21, Jesus and his four di-ciples are now enter-
ing the thriving town on the luke. which was hence-
forth to he called ** his own citv," sinee Nuzaveth had
rejected him (Luked. 20.81). ¢ wightiway. St Mark's
favorite expression, setting forth the decisiveness und
vigor with which he lovesto invest the Suviour's actions,
For the mauner of this teaching compare Luke 4, 10-21;
the substance of it in verses 14, 15. Ver, 22, Comp. Matt,
7.98. It was no longer ** Rahhi X. ben Y. said, .,.," hut
the maje<tic** 1 say unto you ™ of One whose whole life
yet showed a humility utterly alien to the rabhins,
Ver. 23. It segms implied that the demonine was
drawn thither by the knowledge of the Lord's presence,
a strange faseination conquering the demon's opposi-
ton. VER. 24. The cry is from the demon through the

demoniac’s voice. We. **The demons have a common {

cause.”— Benyel  Nuzareth. Bengel obseryes that the |
enemy may well have watched with eager anxiety the |
Itfe which that name recalled. Desfroy. A clear example
of the use of this word without implying the termina-
tion of existence. I Xnow. Though men did not,
Comp. James 2, 19,  Jloly O.e. Comp. Luked. 34; John
6.60; Acts 3,145 4. 20, 80; Rev. 3. 7; 6. 10, The *“un-
clean ™ demon fixes on that attribute of Jesus Which
expresses bis innate repulsion, Vg W, Rebuked,
uch rebuke belongs to God alone."— Bengel, to'd,
Literully, **be muzzled," the command addressed to
the angry sea (chap. 4. 39). Jesus refuses such testi-
mony as being probably intended to encourage blas-
phemy like Matt. 9. 815 comp. Acts 16, 18, VER,
The convulsion and the departing demon's shriek re.
cur in chap. 9. 2, VER. 27. Mark fe always careful to
depict the effect of the Lord's words and works on the
spectators.  Here their amazement g silently eon-
trasted with the nolsy and Ineftectual incantations
of Jewish exorcists, VER. 8. Clearly this does not de-
note the miracle as the first one wrought in Galilee,
but only as the first of its kind. The opposition be-
tween this verse and John 2, 11 is about as probable as
the rest of Strauss's discoveries, Vg, 99, This section
18 for obvious reasons unpopular at Rome. Peter's
wife was living (1 Cor, 9, 53 moreover, he still
had a house, whereas to be A proper ascetic he onght
W have given it up long before their wandering life
made it necossary, Fever, Luke, the physician, gives
It the teehnieal name, * a high fever ;" Matthew says
Jesus “ saw " her: Mark, * they told him:" Luke,* they
besought him."” The last two actions were thus super-

| fluous. Notice Luke's vivid additions. Vg, 81 Len.
| Eutirely and at onee, o that she was strong enough to
*ministered unto
| him» ®ives a glimpse of the loving eagerness with
Which she would try to show her gratitude. VR, 32,

Religious seruples forbade their bringing them during
| the Sabbath, that is, before sun: VER.
| lar vivid hyperbole is in Matt.
} Simon’s. VER. 3! He would not allow the fleeing
| demons one word, {or he would not be proclaimed Mes-
| siuh by such 1ips, nor proclaimed at all Just now.

Methods.
Meeting and the Class,
Give a general view of Christ's ministry in Galilee:
1) Its place in his life, the second year of his public
work, the first having been in Judesw, 9) Is duration,
about a yenr. 8) Its churacter, teaching, and mir.
ucles. 4) It< results, popularity, many disciples, and
the choice of the twelve. ... Lucate Capernaum, drawing
map of Sen of Galilee, and showing the towns nd it,
Tiberius, Magdala, Cupervanm, Lethsuida, Gergesy,
Nume with each an event in Christ's life.... Wherein,
in this lesson, is Jesus our example? 1) Subbuth-keep
ing. 2) Church-worship, 8) Teaching others, 4) Op
posing Satan.  5) Doing good to men. .. Notice speciul
lines of thoughit, udapt.d for teuchi the Analytie:l
and Biblical Outline, and the Thoughits for Young Peo-
ple....Do not deluy long on * possession of evil
spirits; ™ state views, but uvoid debate ...Note the
word “straightw: aspecinl trait in Mark's gospel,
expressive of Christ's encrgy, activity, and prompt-
ness. .. Alexander, when agked how he conquered the
world, answered, “By not delaying.".... William
Burns, when he volunteered to €0 #8 8 missionary to
China, was nsked, * When will you be ready to got"
He answered, “* To-morrow morning."

Berean
| Hints for the Teacher

References. Frerwaw, Ver.22: The serihes, (48,
FOSTER'S CYeLoPEDIA, Ver, 91 Poetical, 2821, Ver,
23: I'rose, 7050, 7060 ; Poetieal, 8°27. Ver. 21: Prose,
9513, 11801, Ver. 21: Poeticul, 2881; Prose, 9355,

Come and worship,

Lord, this day thy ehildren meet.
Blessed hour of prayer,

Once more ‘tis eventide,

My Sabbath song,

Thisis the day of light,

O let us be glad,

Thy word, almighty Lord,

Come, suid Jesus* sucred voice,
A wonderfal joy,

Take the name of Jeens with yon,
What # Friend we have in Jesus |

Primary and Intermediate,

Lresox Tuovanr, Jesus the #trong One.

INTRODUCTORY.  Tell that after Jesns war baptized
he went away into the wilderness for forty days, where
God showed Lim many things. Then he came back te
Galilee and began preaching. A map will be of much
service here, Tell how he called his first disciples,
and then went into Capernaum and taught in the syna-
gogne,

Jesus tenching. Who #peaks in the church, in thess
days? Yes, the minister, Jesus stood up before all'
the people, and spoke to them. Ask how children «
think he wonld look and spenk. A child had a gure in,
stinct concerning the divine Saviour, What did be tell |




