
EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMIENTS.

connection with varions public cliarities of this city, and I
h)eleve that no ineaius for the reforination of the cond(itionl of
the masses are more likely to produce speedy resuit than the
enlargement of sucli efforts.

This morning, however, I should like to express my especial
sympathy wvith the movement iii a similar direction, iinaiiçrr-
ated by Dr. Robins in connection with this sehool, b)ecause I
hope that, ths mnay prove the forerunner of some comprehiensive
seherne covering the public sehools in general. For the success
of this particular class Dr. Robinis' name should be a sufficient
gria,.ntee.

The argruments of Dr. Eatoii's excellent paper in fàvor of a
reforrn -n our mnethod of pronouncingr Latin, have, no doubt, by
this time been critically exaniiined by most of our academy
teachers an(l classical masters. That portion of his paper wVhich
grives an outliine of the researchi timat lias led to a more minute
knowledge of the old Roman's manner of dealing with his
v'owels and consonants, and the near approacli to it whichi the
modlern classical scholar is said Vo be able to attain to in his
imitation of it in the wvork of the class-roomn, cannot fail to
convince those of our teachers wlho have not, previously studied
the question, that thiere is a riglit way of pronouncingf Latin and
ai wrong way, in a higrlier sense, of course, than that of the pupil,
who merely puts his fiaith iii the teacher's pronuniciation when
hie undertakes Vo read Virgil or Coesar. That neithier the Englishi
nior the Continental method of pronouincing Latin is the truc
lPonan im1 ethioc hias ever beemi (isputed; nior, ifl(lCd, lias the
manner of pronouncing the classical tongues been of very seri-
ous import Vo Vhe teadher, until the laVer researchi of wvhicli Dr..
Eaton speaks brouglit inito viewv the possibility of a world-wide,
uniformity, as a dispiacement; to a mere local uniforniity. The
main difièrence between the Continental (the Scottishi) and the

ciiglisli pronunciation of Latin bias laixi in the vowel sounds,
and those teachers wvho have of necessity, from change of pro-
v'ince or country, been obliged to pass from. the one method Vo
the other, eau bear witness that the grain iii passing froni the
English method to the Continental is counlterbalanced in great
mieasure by the loss in the analogies between VIe former and the
English itself. But, inasmaucli as the so-called nearest approach
Vo Vhe original Roman method-for it is only a near approacli,


