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:val:.‘)"- The design of the columns & windows,
vech give a very fine view of the harbor, is
i 1Y attractive, & the appearance of the room
:e"hanced by the winding staircases that
€scend to the floors below. The office in
tone of the towers on this floor will be devoted
SB € commercial telegraph department,
ﬁ?emally for business that will naturally come
Om people passing through the

2,300 ft. from the wharf track at Trail to
the railway ore bunkers at Le Roi mine, Ross-
land. The grade on all tangents was 4% &
the curves were compensated .o4 per deg.
The maximum curves were 25 degrees, of
which there were 38, whose aggregate length
was approximately 3 miles. There was a
switch-back between Smelter Jct. & Trail, &

bu'lding ; while the apartment in the
r:St tower will be used as a parcel
m"_m- In the eastern wing of the
2in floor are the offices of the Gen-
h;lll uperintendent, & across the
are those of the Local Treas-
c;er, as well as those of the Ac-
Untant, Purchasing Agent & Car
‘ec"o"ntant. The Local Superin-
I Ndent's & the train despatchers’
int, ™S occupy the east wing on the
bus S0l floor, while in the main
u.lk,"ng is a bonded-warehouse for
st.P'S stores. The officials of the
il)famship service will also be on the
in €rsol floor, with offices overlook-
\vi%hthe Inlet. All these are fitted
Vaults & the other arrange-
kiems are of the most convenient
+ The corridor of the ground
o0 will be one of the features of
Wi(; building, & every convenience
Re be furnished there for passen-
urs Coming in & going out. Two
&e stairways lead from it to the
ar, 'n floor above, & all the fittings
th: Very artistically arranged. In
West wing will be the Dominion
XPress office & the offices of the
Whr"ld' Commissioner & Auditor,
Witlhe In the east wing a restaurant
Smaller rooms aftached, con-
nctofs' & baggage rooms, besides
) Other bonded-warehouse for for
Th baggage will occupy the space.
b ¢ 2nd floor will be occupied by
ag ngineer's department, the 3rd
& >telegraphic department, the 4th
5th have not yet been allotted.
Con. building is replete with modern
stea"emences. It will be heated by
n & the same plant will operate
sy electric generator, which will
wp.Pl}' all the Co.’s offices on the
h ;"VGS & elsewhere. There area
ﬂ%!‘am & hdse appliances on each
ary. - The grounds will be neatly
anged in front of the building.
the "¢ Will be a retaining wall on
€ast side, & on the west it will

wi N the slope of the street, capped
the tg'l‘anite & aniron fence. Along
wil] fack front & western end, there
vit; € a covered walk 15 ft. wide.
. 'sh Columbia material has to a
st5¢ extent been used in the con-
Ction of this building, which is
taf; - long by 8o in width. Even
g its size into consideration,
able‘IUar_ltity of material is remark-
Were. Sixty-five carloads of stone
Do brought from Calgary, while
The.. Yards of granite were used.
ingire are 13,500 yards of plaster-
of Sln the building, & the 240 squares
ua ate were obtained from B.C.
Tries. Two million bricks were
‘Oﬁg’ these being purchased in Vic-
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I !:'_ew Westminster.—Work on the
isgy 07 building is progressing sat-
cessc_'-Orlly.. If the city will grant certain con-
impr'o"S, it is said the Co. will make extensive
gdd.(?vi‘.ments on the water front, including
Itiona] tracks, & a stone sea wall.
tion""land Branch. —The narrow gauge por-
to Rof the Columbia & Western Ry. from Trail
the OSsland, B.C., 13.6 miles, was built in
Wero iNter of .1895-6. Its peculiar features
¢its steep grades & sharp curves, rising
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another at Tiger Gulch. The track was laid
with 6 ft. ties & 26 lbs. steel rails. The cuts
were 10 ft. wide & embankments g ft. wide.
The line was sold to the C.P.R. Co., which
has just completed the widening of the gauge,
or rather the reconstruction of the line,
whereby the maximum curvature is reduced
to 20 degree cuts made 16 ft. wide, & em-
bankments 14 ft. wide. Four of the 11 origi-

nal trestles have been filled & the others
strengthened. The grading was done dur-
ing Sept., Oct. & Nov., 1898, by Winters,
Parsons & Boomer, contractors. Track lay-
ing was deferred until the spring on account
of the severity of the winters in that locality,
when it was done by the Ry. Co. The work
was done under the immediate direction of F.
P. Gutelius, Superintendent of the
Co.’s Rossland branch, to whom we
are indebted for the data of this
article. He was General Superin-
tendent of the road under the old
management & had charge of its
original construction. The entire
work of grading & track laying was
completed without delaying traffic
for an hour, except that all freight
& passenger trains were scheduled
to run at night. The new track,
which follows the same general
alignment & has the same grades,
is laid with 6 ft. ties & 60 lbs. steel
rails, the material for which was de-
livered along the track by narrow
gauge work trains, & by laying to-
wards Trail, the supply point for
track material, these trains were
able to deliver the material just
ahead of the tracklayers in the day
time. The system of renewing out
of face was adopted, thus allowing
joint ties to be properly placed &
rails to be full spiked as new track
was being laid. By this method a
gang of 40 men would remove 2,500
ft. of old track & replace it with
standard track in a day. The great-
est record for any one day was 3,800
ft. Upon the new track a 3rd nar-
row gauge rail half spiked was laid.
Each evening the track so laid was
connected to the undisturbed narrow
gauge track, over which the narrow
gauge trains were run during the
night. The operation of narrow
gauge trains on one 28 lbs. rail &
one 6o lbs. rail was not attended
with any difficulty or accident, so
that to the successful use of the onc
28 lbs. rail in maintaining the nar-
row gauge track must be attributed
the ease with which the change in
gauge was executed. Rails were
cut for standard gauge switches for
all spurs, passing sidings & switch-
backs, although temporary narrow
gauge switches were laid as the
work progressed, except in case of
Smelter Jct. yard where the tracks
were arranged for use of both
gauges. Here a combination switch.
was used. On June 14 the entire
standard gauge track was laid ex-
cept the substitution of standard for
narrow gauge switches, of which
there were 14. On June 15, Road-
master Sullivan divided his 100
trackmen into 6 gangs, & the work
of changing the switches was start-
ted at 7 o'clock, after all the nar-
row gauge equipment was unloaded
& taken to Smelter Jct., where it
was stored. At 13 o'clock the first
passenger train started from Smelter
Jet., arriving at Rossland at 15
o'clock. The train consisted of a
consolidated locomotive & 2 pas-
senger cars, rounding successfully
the thirty 20 degree curves, whose
aggregate length is nearly 3 miles. These
curves are laid with gauge widened 1 in. &
with only 1 in. elevation to outer rail. No
guard or check rails are used & running rails
are laid on service tie plates with 3 spikes in
each, which are holding the track to gauge
without the use of rail braces. Passenger
trains are run up & down this incline at the
rate of 12 miles an heur & freight trains at 8




