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TORONTO. WVEDNESDAY, JVIX y S6

A PRESBYTERIAN mialstor oi Ilhtladcipiltaa lcaî lsias
churcis tise othet day, aald uatcd wattls anaotîtr sup-
paseti ta Rbc mosre liberal. A sîsort tinte before Icav-
ing hoe bogan a scrinn ltias ssay: Tisere was a
mnan sent fions God, and Rsis name was Thecodore par-
ker." Rt %vas isigli binise for Stas ninistor ta Icave.
brie woaders how hie ever fountilits way tata a l'ces-
byterian pulpit Occasionai cases af this kiard, hauw-
oser, niay ho overruled for gooti if tRey nînke Cîsurciies
more carefuli ia tito receptia o iainstars. The lessors
is badly eaough txee.id. A cunservatave polacy on
this quostion is thse preper policy ai presotît, and ut
wili ho a <natter ai deep regret if the i'resbytensan
Churcîs la any ai ils branches should pursue any
oiller. WVc are flot tliro%,.aaag mtes at any ai our
neighbours. Indcci %te are nautas, ail tcrli that clac
quantity ai glass la out ul eclcas aiuust as su
imali tisat we can affanrd ta tisrow aones ai anybody.

IF tht Young Laberals have mado rn...takes3 in IRsear
convention held ai Montreat lait week, i lisas not baen
for svant, ai adui-e. fur %%eekb lîrevaous tu ihso trcct.
ing they werc toId byalli manner ut acthîsers whnt they
shouiti and wisat the) situuld nui bay ami doa, but wiih
the iiàcJepcndenle ansd ucfraaftt u uuîh tisey

îoaktue~uutt tsai ccnod u lacin.îi~sî ntibeit.
There nu one ting tise> diiishad tise> nta:hý just
astusd1 hase lecft undunc-a uosr tto liiti, s far as
wec-an se, an n sc eensu t fai.Itcy paâseti
unanimously a tangratulaîory restitutaon tu te tc.!tly
elecîed Caraîinal Archbtisop ai Quebcc.. It as List
shovaru that bie Lad been ac itit-guik e>cjuien ut
Liborai prinL;ples, or usa i h ad ucadereti somne <das.
tinutive sen*X.o tisai ý_alled fur àsîc<.&.tt tccugncîuaa ai
tise banda o!a pùl*.tal oik;.nLacaurt. ia tfi,ifi o
understandtsuis Liberais, >uun£,ut uiJ, siutid lassa
upon a reccntiy crented ecciesiasticai grassdee. Mona
tIse people ai thýs Lountrn lcarn t1sai puliîiraly ait
denominations are equai, and tisai C.aîlsuliiza nd I ro-
esianis are sinspl) titilcs ansd sote &*s b.u., choe

wiii ho lcss inclination ta fisis for thetsoies ai an)
partieuiuii J ass.

MIoE terrible afflictions tisai fretquenti> -utile upan
God's people are amor.g the must mybtcrauub. thangi
in ibis life. Tise otiser week a frigisîful, crusltang biasv
fell upon Dr. Chares L Thompson. ai Kansas Cily,
formerly ai tise 1,derjûr staff, ane ôf the most geniali,
gifîcd and lavable mrinsisters ia the American Cisurcis.
Mis sot ,'oung man ai great promise, wbo lad heen
snarrieci but a few days, wilsi sîayîng ai a New York
hatal, seized a pistai, andi aiter tnaking thse 111e ai ibis
bride, taok isis assa. Thore soemrs , j ho no expiana.
tion a lie awiui deed'aut insanil> Stili tise affliction
is a terrible one, anti is none tise -asier bar-ne because
it camnes alinost immediaiely aifter tRie deaib ai
tise young man's moîber. WVcIl, iadoed, for ier
tisai shte is gono ; but wba can îiik witbout tise
deepesi sympatis> ai tise lune and stnicken htsshaid
-andi fatiser ? Why such terrible blows sbould conse
upon ageniai,gtftcdand mosi hanoured servant of God,
whose wnriangi have belpeti nany tbousands, is a
mysiery tisai no fin-te niant cars iatbom. Ail tire solu-
tion we bave ia " Visat îlsou knowcst nos. now îisou

sulait kow hereafer.» litho symip.thy o!a stranger
ln anothier Iand, who lias ofteîî llowed Dr. Thomtp-
son's8 giftcd pets with deligit, cars be of any service ta
hini si Isis trouble, lie lias ours. Mlay tire God wlîase
hielp ho lias often asked fat olliers susinln hirm ln tis
terrible ardeal 1

ItRoîNnl graduatcs of thc tiîeaiagicsi seminaries ta
fuily cquîp tliernacîves fat tlîeir lirrwork, tic New
N'ork Obseme- milies the followiîîg niait pertinent
rcniarks -

la thero anylhtng thiat any onc oi tiese o.rnciuite, tan do
'%hil li i ti nt doing, amd by whieh hc mlghl maile sure af
a lire of lncreuoing usciulncs. and honaour , llow may hoe
ten titis shediow ai lwssible (allure whlch tialans is

future î'îs'y 'e Rte (lutte suce thait ho can duo ver
niurh ln naray ways ta brighten the ligapect ani ta nie?
filte evident ta caistlitait lie la to bc a sueestful mrinister.

oa Instance, lie mxay ln ail his work and teli.culture pit
far more stress titan la usuai an lciri Il rapt ta teacla."
Students are to nîuch absorbed ln tu t:mulAting stores of
tuanng that îthey generatly lcavc the vtlie mnatter of lier-
sonal Influenace a using il:i maccrîi tu the exageractes ut
tir occasitin. l tiaey, devate any attention to practitzl
hu:niletiea, tRacy regart Il more as a diverarton titan the ail
saiio, tant issue af tril tîteir %voek.
*rite accumulation ai stores ai lcarning, especially
Iiblicai leanîng, is indispensable. A tencher fni the
Word cannai teach what ho dacs not know. Tlio
maîcrial miust bo obtainctd. Blut ai what use is the
mnateront il the owner cannai jse it? lits magazine
may bc large and weil storcd wich the best possible
arnanunsitian, but if lie cannai tako out part of the
aîniunitian -.nd fcie il sa dhans i wili strike, af wshat
passible use is tho miagazine ta the people? No
mattc how mucli knowledge a man nîay have, no
masser liow scholariy, cultavated, or even piaus lie
may bo, vritlaut "aptness" in prcsenting trotta lie cars
nover bc a prcacher. Hence the importance not, only
ai knowing the trutli and feeling ils powoer. but ai
being able tu niake otbors (col its power as weil.

ONFE11îALF af ite population ofîthe State of Vermont
-attend no place ofi worship To iîn;ke the numbor ai
attendants near one.lialf, infante harnughnt by the.ir
parents and persans who attend but four or ive timcs
a yoar have ta bo counatcd. And Vol Vernta is con-
sidered ane of tire most moral. law,-.abiding and God
fcarang States in the Union. The Ch:ristian ai WVork
would liko ta, have the figures in regard to Neow Yor
Sute and make% the foliowing comments

Do we tely 100 murh-are we t.%n cnmrlarent avec our
t.nurches and aienis regular services? Arc theo townships oi
Ncsn 'i uai nr&:itccs ab <huâb t he aioller tiartcen iNorîhein
<.'tafp4 riq .,If *tie Nf:sili; J.& ac ?Cun!o.adcilig aa a mis.
lin andi a Rali of tlip renpir in 'hi. ;tale livc in tuwns ui
less titan 2,000 inablittants. what sort ofi material is tRhe
curtry aendang the cii>a e %N'at can be donc about it, and
bLms .J ,ht I..ute i' Th=s -uestiuns 3uggrst tflcmrsclves
ssith ,seinfiai peralistency, and lPratestantism ocagli ta bc
aie ta rsnswer atelai in brec, if i ur i>rtcstant Churches
aie nut doiaa what i-ýey shouldis i not tirait tLey changeti
iicis iticthsuhs ,-w,a tt aîut tic wehh ut aimnes ta lin sane-
'bing even <rim une a cnemy ?
Ia out opinions %,hat ib necdcd ~n miany cases as not s0
tau.h a change of meîhud abs mure miottîs- power. if
ail, or naady al, the memibers of the t-hurcli iere
activcly at work more than hall the memrbers ai any
civiized comînunait .juld be induccd to attend soi
place af ncarsisip. If tht people ai V..rmont who
attend hu~rch nmade it tbeit business tu bring otshers
thore tise statistics svould soan change. We slmuid
like ta soc the figures foi Ontario. Oi onet hing sve
are thoroughiy persuadcd. If the inernbers ai the
Churches in tbis Province were ail ta niake wase,,
energetic and peisisteni efforts tu bnng their neagis-
boucs ta church there wouid be fewv ln Ontaria not in
attendance at sorte place ai worship.

ONE paragraph in the repart of -the Comniatîce on
Statistics demands immeduate attention. Ttva years
ago, a column wvas added for entering the number ai
familles d1ixs contribute ta the support ce Gospel
ordinances. 'the comtice thiink this column is
uscless, because tîte I.,je shawv that neariy icjooo, *
or mare than twenity-rive per cent. of the fansilies,
contribute nothing. 'tise committet cannai suppose,
the report says, that there are so nsany familles that
pay nothing, and Sitar there iS sa rnuch neglect on the
part ofi eiders and managers as ta permit theim ta
neglect their duty in ibis re3pect %V s'hould likc to
soc the commitice give tiroir reasons for assu-ninC
that such a stite ai tisings-cannat be suppased. Tho
tact that tnumbers ai familles pay no monoy is ta aur
mind much -morteoasiiy supposed than thât thse

ofllcc.bearers of the congregntlons in quecstion waulri
senti In Incorrect relurns. Trakiag thse Vlrcsbyteries at
tandem, ve findt ane coagriegatiorr in Toronto Of 260
familles, only 2to ofiwica contribîîîc, and aiathor af
265, ottiy 30 ai wiuiclî cuntribute. 'Vtore we have ta
twa congregatloas in anc city no less titan eility.five

a cangregation ai 3o5 lailics only 25o ai sviLsl pay
aayt'ýing. East fairdier stf1 %%e fia dtarme congrega
tions la ane af whIch twenty-iour famnilics contribute
alothlng, la another îîvcnty-ciglit anti in tise thirdl
tiîirty. lis tire Presbytery ta whicli the rcspecîcdl
Converser lîimscii belongs we fiad sa coagrogation in
whicli iorty-seven famies are rcported as çontrdbuting
noîising, and naîber, andi tisai iiot by any means a
large one, in wlîlci twenty*twa familles are sitnlflarly
tel) riecl. Now ivc icar these reports aie substartially
correct, WVe sc no racasson fot tiainking bit they are
nat quite as correct as aay tiler part ai tie congre
gationai reluras. *rhe lat, wa, beliove, att- -satid
fluets tîbey nmay bc but stili flat that rsuibers ai
people ia inîay ngregations noyer pay without
bcing aaked, ati office-bearers for varjous reasans
do no: ask mecs. Soine of thcsc teasons use ire
prepared ta discuss nt a futurc day. Wt knaw ai
ouiy anc session out ai sevcn lisundreul -quise likely
there are more, but uvo know af oniy ont -ilin ever
dents uvits fnailles tisai do nat cýnlribsso, 'or oven
refuses a certit'acatc ta inembcrs who arc quite able,
but unwilliag ta settle up beircr leaving. Tihis svhoio
suiblect uvill bear dis!cussion, and if probcd ta the
boîtoni we lear it would bc iound that in somit cases
the isumber of aanpaying familles reports-d is under
rallier titan aver tire mark.

TUE IRISI) GbENFERAL ASSEMBL Y.

ON ail aides thse agrecable, harmonious and profitable
cisaracter ai thse Gencral As5embly has been favour-
abI> cummcntcd upon. It as exccdingly grataiying
ta observe iliat a lie spirit prcvailed ta thse Gonerai
Asscanbiy oi tire Irish llrcsbyteraan Usurcis recegstiy
Isola at Blfast. ht as att tire more renîarkabie that
an tise prescent critical stt of aiTaîrs li Ireiand, isi
white aver thse Britisb Isles a paliticai cyclone is
carcering, thore sbould ho such uninamaity and bru.
therly love in thelIrish Plresbyterian Assembiy, wltcre,
as in ail the Preshiytersan Chiihcs, a sparit of sîurdy
ladependence prevails. Presb> tcrian parsty as sure ta
assoit itseli. Mon oi &çre.s per:sonal influence wtt:i
necessatrily impreis un ti..ra tue îiaportaace af ctea
ladividual consX,.toçn,Lut the d.cybuf personal leader.
sir .p are %veit n;gb osert. hl b therefure the are re-
markablo th'it shore should hate baon un tite two
really liurn*ng .juesti;înâ befure the, Assembly sucli
harmany ai purpose and a mansifi.t desire ta reach
uîsanitnuty ai resuait.

()n ribis çide of the Atlanti~. nec sumetahaies svonder
tisai the instrumentai music question slîuuid have con-
tinued to di-;;de tise Insh Assembl) for :,axtcon long
yoairs, rnming up as il did with ail the reguianîty thai
attaches in the report ai .an important standing coin-
miltce. It is astonishiing thatta ,oduis vivena's.could not
bc iaund until pressure fromn anoîher quarter rendcr:.d
a woTkabie compromise caccessary. I lias tu bt rc
tnembered, howtver, that the Irishs Preshyterian holJs
his convictions %villa the utmnosî tcnacity, and cuit
always give a gond tenson fot the halpi tisai is ila hlm.
The organa question bias been yeas-rialer year dcbated
with rcrwcrkable ability on bath sidos. The subjeqýt
bias been tisornughly exbausted, and it lias lof the
chief combatants la the saine condition. On bons
sides ther- are audible sigsa for rost iromn tho cease-
lcss manotony oi tise organ-Vni'iding debate. Another
reason for the proionged discussion andi tise energetic
action ta whicli it gave rise is ta be iound la tise fluet
tisai on tisis question the Irish Cisurcis is pretîy eveniy
divided. Iiad there beon a preponderance en tithtr
side the malter uvould have beens settieti long aga.
As il is, la viesv ai tRie tisreatcning aspect of political
affairs, it was deemeti wise tei camne to somne under-
standing on tise question ai instrumental msusic. A
comnittce, composed ai the leaders onu bath sides,
hacld successive meetings, ani arrlvcd at a truce wbich
uvas subsequentiy ratified by the Assembly. The
agitation is ta cease. Tht cappontaIts of the oargana
syli disconti nue the formation ai defence associations,
and tise organists have agreedta use tlioîr influenc
ta secure the siiencing ai tise organ wlîerever t lis
beca int.roduced. TIse truce is ta continue for iice
years, andi if ail instruments art 'silencet fur five
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