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A littie girl in Boston wvrote a

c:omposition on boys flot long ago.
Flere it is:--The boy is flot an
animal, yet they can be lîcardl to a
considerable distance. Whien a boy
hollers lie opens hbs big monith lile
f rogs, but girls hold thieir tongue
iill they are spolce to, and then they
ans;ver respectable and tell just
how it wvas. A boy thinks hinwýelf
<lever because lie can w'adc %where
it is deep, but God mrade the dlry
land for every living thing. and
restpd on the seventh day. Whien
the boy growvs up lie is called a
liusband, and theri lie stopi %vading
and stays out nights, but a grew.up
girl is a wvidow and keeps huse.

THE SPEED Or' BIRDS.
The speed of pigeons and of biî ds

in general lias been mucli discus ed
in recent times by differetît zoolo-
gists. Many authors are inc;iùei-l
to give tee high figures. *lius
according to Spallanzani the speed
,,f the martin is fixed at 290 ftt
per second, and tiat of tAie pigeon
'eqtimated froni a fliglît of four
from Paris to Budapest) at is5
feet per second. But thiese figures
appear to lie erroneous. An inter-
t-sting experiment, reporttd bl- Ciel
et Terre, lia% just been made at
Anvers by Mr. A. Versqehuren, (in
the subject of tlie speed of sw.vah1ows.
Having siiccetded in capturing t>nc
of these birds, lie marked it and
gave it ;n charge of a train that
sztarted froni Compiegne on the 16th
o)f May, %Vith 2,-0 carrier pigeons
helonging te the Federation Colomii
bophile. 'Tle swaliov wvas set fret
-n the I7th of May at seven o'clock
n i the niorning along %vith the
pigeons, and as quick as flash, to,)k
anortlierly direction, while the

'nigeons wvere still describing num-
t-rcus spirals in searcli of their
-lirection. Attwventy.tliree minutes
t'Ir.'t eiglit tlie birdl made its appear-
'tîice in Anvers and liastened to
ý-ek its riest. Tlie first pigeons did
'iot enter tlieir cote till lialf-past
leven. The swallow had made

the 140 mile trip in one hour and
eiglit minutes, say at a speed of 120
miles an hour or about ic)o feet
per second. The pigeon attaimed a
51)eed Of but 35 miles an liotr or 5o
feet a second. Sucli speed, nearly
200 feet a second, givfes us an idea
ot the rapidity witli wbich the
swallows are capable of accomplisli-
ing their migrations. To reacli
Belgium from the nortli of Africa,
for example, it %vonld take tliem
scarcely haîf a day.

FINNEUXI AND FLANNIGAN.
Supenintindint wuz Flannigan;
Boss av the siction wvuz Finnigin;
Whiniver the kyars get offen the

tlirack,
An' înuddled up things t' thi' devil

and back,
Finnigin writ to Flannigan,
Afther the %vrick wvuz aIl on agin;
That is, this Finnigin
Reported te Flannigan.
Whin Finnigin furst wvrit to Flan-

nigan,
He wvnited tin pages-did Finnigin,
An' hie tould jist how the smash

occurred ;
Pull niinny a tajus, blunderin'

wurred
Did Finnigin write te Flannigan
Afther the kyars had gene on again;
That wvuz how Finnigin
Reported te Flannigan.
Now Flannigan knowved more thian

Finnigin-
He'd more idjucation-liad Flan-

xîigan
An' it were'w clane an' complately

out,
To tell wliat Finnigin writ about
In lus wvitin' te 'Muster Flannigan.
Su lie writed back te Fînnigin:
«"Don't do snch a sin agin ;
Make 'eni brief, Finnigin !"
XVhen Fînnigin got t1his fromi Flan-

nigan,
Heblushed rosyred-did Finnigin;
An' lie said: "l'Il gamble a whole

nîonth's pa.ay
Tliat it'hl lie manny and rnanny a

da-ay


