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:,‘gun. His privilege, as une wevepted of God, wight he forfored. and
Fas actually furfeited, by his sulisequent sin. Now our own justinea-
oFion or par lon ouly places us; as o this point, in ~imilar circumstances,
‘hough ever so clemily and fully fwrgiven, weare st onour trd tor
eternity, and should *look (o ourselves, that we lovse not the things
i\vluch we have gained.”  That justification may for vursm be reversed,
pppears from our Lord’s parable of the two debtors, in which one who
dad obtained the blessing of furgiveness is represeuted as incurting the
forfeiture of it by the indulgence of an unforgiving spirit towards his
Jellow-servant. Matt. aviik. 23—35.  Let us therefore ** watch and
ipray, that” we ¢ onter uot into temptation,”
b2, The immediate results of jusufication are, (1.) The restoration of
;amity amd intercourse between the pardoned simner and the pardomng
Gud., For* being justified by faith, we have peace with God,™ and,
iconsequently; unforbidden aceess 1o hun. The matter and ground of
Gud's controversy with us bemng then removed by s act of gracious
absolution, we become the objects of his friemiship. ** Abrahau be-
lieved God, and it was imputed to hin for nighteousness; and he was™
mnmediately * called the friemd of God,”" Jwmes ai. 23; and <o are alt
thuse whou are similarly justified.  This reconciliation, however, does
not extend to their in-tant aud absolute deliverance from all thuse evils
which transgression has entailed on man.  They avce still liable, for a
season, to affliction aud pain, to teporal suffering and mortality, thesc
are portious of the vriginal cause from which their justification does not
release them.  But it entitles them to such supports under all remain-
ing trouble and to such prounses of a sanctifymg influence with it, as
will, if embraced, ¢ turn the curse into a blessing.™ ‘Whom the Lord
loveth, he may still chasten, and in very faithfulness affict them. But
these are acts of salutary dicipline, rather than of vindictive displea-
sure. His friendship, not his rightcous hostility, is the prineiple from
which they all proceed; amd the salvation, not the destruction, of the
. sufferer is the end to which they are all directed.  (2.) Another imme-
diate result of justification is the adouption of the persons jusuded into
the family of Gud, and their consequent right to eternal life of body
and soul. God condescends to become not only theiv Friend, but their
Father; they are the objects not merely of his amicable regard, but of
his paternal terderness.  And admitted to the relation of children, they
become entitled to the childeen’s iuheritance; for ** if children, then
licies, heirs of God, and goint-heirs with Christ; i€ s0 be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified wgether,”  Rom. viii. 17, (8.)
With these results of justification is inscparably connceted anvther, of
the utiwost value aud importance, nuely, the habilual in-dwelling of
the Holy Spirit. * Christ has redeemed us from the curse, of the law,
being made a curse fur us; that the blessing of Abrahani might come
ou the Gentiles through Jesus Clirist, that we nught receive the pro-
mise of the Spirit through fith.”  Gal. iii. 13, 14, Becruse ye are



