172

£

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

tho ono under consideration, as a standard of the
Eoglish language—a languago copious and scicoti-
fic, and destined to bo a mediumn of tho groatest
blessings to tho world.

T'ho public aro informed that an abridgment of
tho American Diroctory, by J. E. Worcester, of
Cambridgo, Mass. is noarly comploted and stercotyp-
ped.  Tho abridgmeont will bo a super-royal octave
containing about a thousand pages, in nonpareil
tipe. comprising all the words in the quarto, with
the chicf Etymologics and full dofinitions. To this
will he subjoinef a synoptical view of the diffor-
ences of pronunciation botweon tho author and
some of tho latest English orthoepists; and Walk-
er's Key to tho pronunciation of classical and serip-
tural names, withsomo notes of emondation.—Price
six dollars.

The public are also informed that the author has
propared a smaller abridginent of his dictionary for
tho use of tho counting house and for primary
schools; and a new elementary work, or spelling
book, both in usiformity with the quarto, iu spelhng
and pronunsiation. In preparing the latter bo has
consulted the most experienced instructors, and so
classified the various words of irregular formation,
as to enablo the pupil to surmount most of tho dilli-
cultios of the language, with the help of this littlo
book aleno. To completo tho scheme for facilita-
ting the acquisiticn of the »-nguage, and rendering
the pronunciation less liable to fluctuation, the au-
thor has devised points or marks to bo ¢ tacued to
the anomalous vowels and cousonants, which points
will <erve as a certain guido to the true pronun-
ciations. . :

In additiou to these books, a small book of First
Lessons, containug tho oasicst lessons of tho spel-
ling book, will be published for the uso of beginners.
‘Those works aro to bo forthwith stercotyned in this
city, under the inspection of the author; and being
uniforn. in orthography and pronunciation, will re-
lisve the teachiers who use tham from the perplexi-
tics to which they are now subjected by the diversi
ties and discrepancies of elementary books. Be-
tween forty and fifty of the principal teachers, male
and. female, in this city, have already manifested
their cordial approbation of this system of clomen-
tary instruction.—~N. Y. E. Post.
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MISCELLANY.
STUDY OF THE BIBLE,

« { kaow of no way in which we can so eflectu-
ally impart to children a knowlsdge of God and their
duty, as by instrucung tham in the history and pro-
cepts of the Bible. A new era, in the religious con-
dition of mankind, will commence, when pavents,
universally, seek to govern their children by the
inflluenco of the Bible; and to form their opinions
upon tho principles which it inculcates. Thisis not
to bo done by ocezsional, or stated oxliortations upon
the subject of religion. The morality of the Bible
must he applied to their daily conduct, and by this
unerring standard, wo must habitually teach them
to judge of thoir feelings and bohaviour. The re-
marks which L ave been made rospecting the golden
rule, will apply with equal forco, to a great aum-
her of scriptural precepts. 1 havo seen the petu-
lanco of a little child instantly checked, by being
reminded of this text: “ Be yo kind ono to another,
tender hearted, forgiving one anotber, even as God,
for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.”

Almost the first wish, expressed by a fittle one, af-
ter ite can speak intelligibly, is to hear a story ; and
witl: none are children so delighted, as with those
narrations which abound in the Scriptures. We
should avail ourselves of this desire, to pour divine
koowledge into their tender minds, and thus open
to them the fountain of religious truth. If we per-
form this duty with fidelity, we shall be abundantl
ropaid, at every step, notonly in the pleasure wi
whicli we shall bo Ecard. but also in the benefit de-
rived to our own minds.

It is very important to communicate thess histories

. in agradual mapver ; making them perfeetly famil-
iar with ome, beforc you relate to them another.
Carefully obscrve, also, whother you are understaod

—by your little auditors. The pains takew by maay

L.parcnts to ipsteuct their children are often Jost be-

. cause they do not understand the mcaning of the

+.words which aro used. If thoy npgcar listless and

- . innttentive, we mustbo sure (uness thoy are fatigued

by prolonged atteation) that our languoge is above
their comprehonsion; and this error, if continued,
will not only defoat vur object in teaching them,
but give them a distasto for religious instructicn, by
which wo shall bo deprived of tho means of nccess
to their minds and thus of che opportunity of doing
thewn goed.” :

‘The above oxcellont remarks are equally applica-
ble to the teachers of Sabbath schools and g}iblo
classes s to parents.
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A woRD 70 TiE MIDDLE AokD.—Middlo life, ah!
how soon will its flecting yoars, its sabbaths, its pri-
vn!c(ics and morcics, be past, even if God should not
weaken your strcn‘,;th in the way, aud cut you off in
tho mudst of your days. And thon old age, with its
frosted locks, and palsied limbs, and wavering pur-
poscs, and (inay I add) its unchanging moral ehurac-
ter, will como upon you—a soason that Cod nover
gave man to live in, but to die in. Blay the strength
of your days be so spont, that if that peried shmﬁd,
with respeet to you, over arrivo, it may not como
unwelcomely. \What thine hand now findeth to do
for God, for thine own soul, and for the best good
of thy fellow mop, that do with thy might, remam-
berin that thero is neither work, ncr device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdem in tho grave whither thou
goost,
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDING TO
CHILDREN.

I have often wondered that winisters aro not
more vigilant and unceasing in their attentions to
childrea and young poople. The word of God, the
dictates of nature, and all oxperience conspice to
show the 1mportance of these attentions. I could
detail facts in referenco to this inatter, which, if they
wero properly weighed, would make a deep impres-
sion on tho minds of sorae who have been hitherto
negligent.—Allow mo 10 give a specimen of two of
thosa to which I refer.

Ionce knew a minister, who, in the course of his
pastoral visitation, went into the house of a parish-
1ouer of respoctable character, who, with his wife,
and soveral amiable and promising children, weroall
destituto of religion. “They wero gay and thought-
less, and. from the results of prece ing efforts, he
had litde hope of making much impression on their
minds. Yet, as ho passed along, he could not rest
satisfied without dropping in, and making another
attempt to reach thoir hearts. He sat for a short
time, conversing with the parents alone ; but without
being ablo to mark the smallest appearance of any
favourable impression. At the end of this time two
of their children, about eight and ten yoars of age, of
remarkably lovely countenances and manuers, cater-
ed the room, and politely accosted the minister. He
addressed them respectfully, and with marked affec-
tion; laid his hands on their heads, and (2mong
other things) said, in his most paternal and happ
manner. ** God bless you, my dear children !
that he may be tho gwide and protector of your
youth, and make Fou bappy here and hereafter!
O how much theso dear children need the prayers
as well as the instruction 7 their parents!” “He
added little wove ; but all that he said wes in the
samo strain of deep, tender, paternal interest.

The pastor perceived, at the time, that what he
said made a favourable impression on the minds of
the children.  Ho saw, teo, the big tear standing in
the oyes of the parents, and an exhibition of fee?in
which he hud nover before vitnessed in thew, an
soon withdrow. Many days had not passed beforo
he learned that theso parents were deoply soriows,
and would be glad; to sco him. You may well sup-
posc he was not long in calling. He learned from
thier” own lips that 1t was the short and tender address
to their ckildren which had been made tho means of
roaching their hearts. They informed him that
when ho utterod the words, ** How much do these
dear children need the prayers as well as the instrue-
tion of thew parents,” tho reflection came upon cach
of them, nearly simultaneously, like an armed man
—~Pray for our children! why, wo have nover
prayed for ourselves !” The issue was, that their
cxercises becamo more deep and distinct, until they
wero both cnabled to cherish o comfortable hopo;
and they have, for a number of years past, adorned
a profession of religion.  Both the children referred
to, also, in process of timo, became hopefully pious,
and ar; now members of the church.—American

Constarcy.~What is more homoumbl= than to
possess firmncss sefficient to execute the dictates of
reason and coriscicnee ; to support the dignity of our
nature and the station assigned us; to withstand
adversity with magnaniwity ; and meet with tmuquil-
ity, poverty, poin, and death, Toact thus is to be
great above utle and fortunc. .
8 POn

The boldest cffort of fricnship is not when we dis-
cover our failings to our friend, but when wediscover
to him bis own.
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The winds and thunder sct forth God’s power;
the fizmness of tho rocks, and tho incorruptibility 27
tho heavens, arcan obscure representation of his
unchangeableness ; but holiness is tho most orient
pearl in tho crown of heaven, and only shines in
reasonable croaturcs.
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Do not put off serious thought about your eternsl
state to a death bed, when pain of body and distraction
of mind may render you quite incapable of thinking.
Sy { 2
Prayor suits overy employment and sanctifics every
enjoyment. This maxim is verified in tho followin
instances. Dr. Doddridge abserved that he founﬁ
by experience, tho more carnestly he was cngaged
in secrot prayer, tho more progress he always made
in higstudies. That ewinent physician and amiable
Christian, Herman Boerhaave, uscd to say, am
hour in tho morning, spent inmeditation and prayer,
savo him spirit to 50 ugllzall the busincss of tho
ay. Gustavus Adolphus, King cf Swedon, whea
once found on his knees by ono of his servanes, told
him not to wonder at sceing him so employed, for
none had so much need to pray as kings.
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ANECDOTE.

A gentleman travellicg in Cornwall, observed =
strange dog following him on the road, which, rot~
withstending every effort he used to drive bim back,
claimed an scquaiatance with him,

Being benighted ia a lonely place, he called at the
first inn he met with, and desired to be accommo-
dated with a room, After supper the gentleman re-
tired to rest.  No sooner had he opened the room
door than the before-mentioned dog rushed in—
After some {ruitless efforts_to drive the dog away,
the gentleman permitted him to stay in the room;
thinking he could do him no harm.

When the gertleman began to prepare for bed, the
dog ran to a eloset door, and then ran back 1o him,
looking very wishfullyat him. This the dogdid
several times, which so far excited the coriosity of
the gentleman that he opened the closet dnor; and,
to his great terrdz, saw a person laid with his threat
cut. Struck with horror, he began to think of his
own state. To attempt to run awwy, he supposed,
would be unsafe. He, thegefore, began to barricade
the door with the furniture of the room, and laid
himself on the bed with his clothes on. Abont mid-
night two men came to the door and requested ad-
mittance; stating thas the geatleman, wha had sleps
there the preceding nighs, had forgot something, and
was returned for it,  He replied, the room was his
and that no oue should enter his room tilf morning.
They went away, but soon returned witli two or three
more men, and demanded entrance; but the geatle.
man, (with 2n sustere voice,) threatened if they did
notdesist he would defend himself. Awed apparent.
1y by this bold reply, theyleft him, and ¢ turbed him
no more, In the morning he inquired .ur & basber:
one was immediately sent for, when the gentleman
took the opportunity of inquiring into the charactes
of the host. The barber replied he was a neighbour,
and did not wish to say any thing to his disadvan-
tage. The gentleman still nn?'ed his inquiry, assuri
the barber he had nothing to fear, till the barver s2id,
« Sir, if I mu.t tell you the truth, thoy beary a vezy
bad character, for it has been reported that persons
have called here who have never been heard of after-
ward.”” Can you, said the gentleman, kecp a secret?
On bis answering in the ative, the gentleman
opened the closct door, and shewed him the persou
with his throat cut ; ke then directed the barber to
proeurc a constable, and proper assistance, with all
speed, which was done immediately, and thehoss and
hostess were both taken into custodg, to take their
trinl at the next assive.  They took their erisl, were
found guilty of the murder, condemned and executed,

N. lgu e dog, which appears to have been the
principsl instrumentin leading to this discovery, waz
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aever seen by the gentlemnn aften



