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Canadian books corne within the domain
of literary art, the journalist would have
a strong case against the literary nian
were the one (the latter) to ho taken and
the other (the former) to be left.

0f course our contention in this mat-
ter is wholly influenced by the circumii-
stances of the country. As yot Canada
can scarcely be said to have a distinctive
class of literary rnen-we niean those
who pursue literatuiro as an art, aud
who -have doue anythiiig that; in a cos-
mopolitan sense, ranks thenh as authors.
It nway be, and w~e would fain hope, that
Lord Lorne's project will help) to create
this class. In this prospect, if the scheme
is not premature, J-is Excellencey's aim
is worthy of al] encouragement, and this
Magazine would be untrue to itself if it
said a word to discredit it. But we have
to be on our guard against litorary amn-
bition,-perhaps aise, to spoak with re-
spect, against Court patronage of letters,
-and we shotild be loath to see any
stimulus al)pliod to our young litera-
ture that was un'wholesoxne in its in.
tiuence and barren of good resuits. Hence
our unwillingness hastily *to conimend
the scherne, and ýur desire that if the
society is to be established, it shall be
on a solid and endturing foundation.
Nothing will botter ensure this than the
conviction in the public mmnd, that the
institution is to ho of practical service
to the country, and a bond of union
among ail active, well-equipped workers
for its inteilectual advancement. And
hero a word of commient nîay ho ailowed
us as to the selection of namos for
enroiment among the membors of the
Society, The absence of women from.
the Literatture Section will at once ho
noted, and is an <omission likely to create
prejudîco as it is sure to ho con-
sidered an injustice. Litorature is
of no sex ; and in Canada its Most
ardent frîends, and xîot the least
succossful of its workers, are and have
been women. The readers of this Maga-
zine will instantiy recail the naines of
three or four of our lady contributors,
who deserve place on the roll of the
Society, and whose nomination would
have done it honour. Again, from
the Fn,,lish literature bran ch, we miss
the ames of not a few of ' tho
other soi,' whose non-appointinont to
the Society will lead many in wonder-
ment to ask on what principle its mein-
bers have been chosen. The query,by its
naturainess, 'will illustrate what we have

said as to the probabilities of the scbenie
awakening jealousy. Unless founded
on the broadest linos, and to include
writers who are sensibly aiding, to mould
the thought and givo impulse to the
literary life of the country, whether in
books or throughi the press, the Society
will ho likoly to fail in socuring public
conîmendation and find its successes in
a harvest of jealonsy and disfavour. We
are aware that the appointinents to
snenibership in the Society have been
mnade at, the instance of those whoin His
Exceliency lias been pleased to take into
counsel. Lord Lorne is therefore not
personally responsible for the omissions
fromn the iist. It would ho ungracious
to speak of any who are of " the elec t"
as ha-,viing, in one or two instances, slen-
der dlaim. te the honouir. On the wholo,
in ail the departments, the solection hias
been a fitting one ; though, as we have
said, there are notable omissions froni
the English Literature Section. Mr.
Le Sueur's name, for instance, doos not
appear on the list; and if there is a man
iii Canada entitled to the honour, and
whe by achievenent and reputation,
both as a thinker and a writer, deserves
to sit in the highest seat in a native
Academy of Letters, it is the able and
learned gentleman we have named. 0f
Mr. Rattray, whose naine wo also miss
fromn the list, wo might speak with equal
warmth and justice. There is no native
writer who hias higher dlaims to appoint-
mont on the Society than the scholarly
and accomplished author of The Scot in
Briti8mh Arnerica, or one whose life hias
been more actively and usefully spent
in the literary service of his country.
In connoction with Mr. Rattray, we
would natuirally look to find on the roll
of the Society the naine of the author
of The .Trishman in Canada, a work
which 50o high an authority as The By-
stander remarked "hlas received praise
and doserved it. " Mr. Davin , both by
lis intellectual gifts and by his contri-
btitions to the English quarterlies and
the Canadian periodical press, surely
nwrits a place in a Canadian Acadeny.
Mr. Dent, we should also fully expect
to, see honoured in any gathering of
Canadian littérateurs. The omission of
the naies of other Canadian writers,
who have substantial dlaims to enrol-
ment ini the Society, will almo occasion
surprise. Where, it may be asked, are
the names of Dr. Scadding, Fonnings,
Taylor, Martin Griffin, Dr. Canniff, Dr.
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