
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL,.

At the meeting of January 8th the
report oif work done by Mr. M. J. Me-
Leod was adopted. he meeting
adjourned early to allowv students to
hear the essay read by Prof. Murray
before the University Literary Soci-
ety.

MONDAY CONFEPLENcE.-O1I Dec.
7th there wvas a large attendance in
anticipation of a discussion to be
opened by two Frencli students, on
"The Relation of Rcligious Literature
to Christian Work." J3oth gentlemen,
needless to say, spoke in admirable
Englishi; and their eloquent sentences
'vere frequently punctuated withi ap-
plause.

Mr. S. RONDEAU, B.A., saw sev-
eral ways in ivhich literature might be
helpful to Christian work. The Holy
Spirit sornetimes used it directly for
the cor'ersion of souls, just as He
used the Bible or the preaching oftlîe
Gospel. And He sometimfes used it
ind:rectly as the means of imparting
information to believers which would
awaken their interest and stir themn up
to greater zeal, especially in the cause
(J the missions. A man's interest in
any subject was generally propor-
tionate to his knowledge of that sub-
ject, and the more people knew of
missions the more they wouid support
thern. Since literature exerted con-
siderable influence in every commun-
ity it was the duty of ministers to sup-
port ail movements for the diffusion
of that which was good and sound.
He feared that literature of the latter
character did flot occupy an exclusive

place on the shelves of Sabbath
School Libraries. When a boy, he
hiad read a good many of those nice
littie books in wvhose fanciful scenes
precocious sisters neyer teascd their
brothers, but, with the confidence of a
fülly developed Christian experience,
spent every hour of their lives iii fit-
ting norals to the niost trivial occur-
rences. Such Il literature " could
only do harmi,-it was too idealistic,
-it %vas in niany cases simply the
product of an overheated imagination.
He would prefer to see on the Librarv
shielves the biographies of Christian
hieroes ivho had actually lived.

Mr. A. B. GROULx expresscd a be-
lief that Christian Literature had a
grand mission to fulfil. t is, hie
thotight, destined to wvalk boldly
forth from the Churcli and eventually
reach those vast out]ying niasses of
humanity which would else reniain
forever beyond the influence of hier
voice. In preparing the ivay for the
Book of books, and in folloiving
closely in its footsteps,Christian litera-
ture had a noble %work to do. It had
been the eloquence of a Faul and
Silas that stirred Up the l3ereans to
search the Scriptures ; but often an
insignificant tract read in a quiet
moment ini some out of the way cor-
ner, produced the samne effect. When
a man ivas once thoroughly awakened
by the Word of God, lie began to feel
as hie had never feit before the need
of a thorougli education ; and after
thiat, hie mighit be found quenching his
thirst for knowv1edge at the wells of
Christian love,- Many a iasting inîpres-


