¢« El Mudo.”

g OWARDS thic latter partof the year 153, and on a fine
autumual morning, a scene of some dramatic interest

was cnacting in a field just outridea hamlet in uor.

thern Alava.  Scveral companics of infantry and some
cxvalry were drawn up, the peculiarities of ontume
marking them as Carlist troops. At a score of paces in {ront of the
line, a mounted ofticer whese richly cmbreidered cuffs shicwed him to
A
short distance from the grup and in charge of a guanl stocd a youny

be of ligh rank, was conversing with othens of infaier grade.

man in the uniform of 2 cavaley officer, and fartker in the mck.
ssouud were assembled xeveral wonen and persons in civilian dress,

* Valentiu Roya<” cried the General.

The guanl surmoundicg the prisoner opencd its files and the
voung officer. advancing to within a foww jmees of the chizf in com.
mand there haltal znd respectfully salnted.

= Valentin Rovay,™ voa have boen gailty of gross neplee of
Jduty iz allowiug vour picket to be sarprised 1ast night from want of
vigilauce. The oourt mnartial has condemned yoa to death, bat not
without 2 recvinncrsiation to merey founded on your well proved
couragcand zeal.  Your fault however. must bie expiated, and if 1
extend to you inerey it will beon one omdition™  And loeckoniang
thie prisoner (o draw near hic lancd over and spoke a fow wanl<in a
low tone. A strong exprestion of dicqust came over the oomaienance
of the young soldicr. = I should be deing myself little kanvor in tak.
jag my life can the iorms you prageec.”

* There 1s no disgrace in senving the Rinz in wiatever wavit
12y be.” said the General stemnly.
bt or death”

= Tie latter shen.” repliod the yoni man degnediy.

= Onder out the firing janty.” raid the General in a vexol. har.

=Take your clwice, hmeever,

ol tone 1o one of his addesde-campn

A pSercing sltick was baanl.  There was a mavement amanzst
the hyvatznders, zal 2 oy and baantifal gid brokc away from
tkare wiho sought to nestmain her and rmshing op te the prisoencr. {cdl
= Tedussaos ficmpe ™ dhere is s2ill timel.
> Pear Dalores,”™ adiod e east.
inz a canjmsionatc bk o3t the immarizmic form that the youge nan

faiating inte Gisanes
sabl the Genenall taming 1o Reyas
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Lz wzs deadly jabe amd the musedes of his face were wosking
sankentiy.
Tonel v Taken chmnae ALl Were BIVIng eTery eans 1o 1ot hiet e

He zazol intently on the levely gitl of wlien the woaen

o rasnes At tkis avarcnd slic alf opet sl berevesand ina
f2i% vedce Silened toe wand = Vakentin,™ ’

> $aceeps.” gaspal the jeivner.

Teu mianick alier the thwge were divnismad o their quanies
zral avas was chrctol with the Gemeral cvmmandivz the (ariiq
tovwqie 0 Mava,

Tlee Comuent 6 Sz Intvingeal Vittais s of bie years Like
szant eifices of it class 1 the teth o Spain, been comv1ied inte
Barra-ke for tivoges. 1t wae ddzring she bndlest jart of the Carlia
war that w1 an Octadxer evrriag, the nosaive pestion wae lit up bvm
large fire which illeminsted the ooz corziior keading iate the taikl.
w2 The retnaat Bl 28 3t wanded ad a nember of the Queen's
wdli~s wene prvapel amand the Soe, singing, amtting and laaghing.
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50 as to create n Babeldikedin, 1t was during a momentary lull,
that a small gap in the circle was filled up by a penon who squeezed
i, making himsel as small as he 2oukt and extended his hands over
the fire, on which he fixed his cyes with 2 vacant stare 4~ though uw-
conscious of being an intruder or of the presence of the soldiery. The
new comer was a Jad about twenty whore countenance of an exceed-
ingly brown hue was rendered ringularly inexpressive and stupid
looking Ly a mouth constzutly half apen, aud by the maunerin which
his hizir was broeght forwand ever his forchiead, so low as to almost
cover his eves.  Ho was dressed in the rough brown cloth which the
Alavese peasantry manufacture themselves, with & broad brimmed
#rey hat placed at the lack of Eis hend.

b Caramba,” cried a happy looking Corporal, who, judging from
the laughter which welonmed his ot tritling sallies, was a wit of
no small consideration.

* Qui kav aguil - XWhom have wehsre
Assaredly he must be the Mayor of some city.

aad whshee come?
Boliokl hic sapient
Touk and dignified manuer of wearing hix 2embrero.™

The sneer was {ollowe! by many others from the soldicrs.

“ Yamos.! Camarado."saidonesecing that thestranger took no
notice of the jest for which hs sapplicl the materdal.  * You have

taken a placs at oar fire and the least yeu can do in retura is to give
u« some accontit of yourself.™ No reply was made by the peasant. and
the mlilicrs irritated at his obiinate silence. nusheathiug his tavonet
iutroducal its peint iuto the scam of the peasant’s jacket. Bt scarce-
1¥ had the weapon found i< w.;._\' tizrough the cloak, when the lad
tarnod shands ameand asd in a0 i 2ant the opprescor was disanmced
aumd prostrzte at his antagmist'< feet.  The soldiers preved forward
10 help their comrade. hat the stranger threw down the bayonet and
burst into 3 volley of thase inarticalate sounds which the deaf and
dminb cmit ia their win aticmpts to express auger or other violent
jasdong, “Z5 Mude” (he is damby. exclaimed the soldiers kecping
tack their omumde who scenied dispased to avenge his overthronw.

They naw legan 10 hold conversation with the damb paasant by
meaus of sigas and getures which he vwever shewad little aptness
in canprchending. amt it oot beaame evident that the poor wretch
was nearly 2n M.

The bagle li seamded and the saldiens himrrying into larmacks
for the night left the Mwde scamling cver the fire. from whenee he
Smally lanpal away.

The following moming. haweves. be tetariad and for many days
alter continnol to pay loug ainl fneguent vidits to the tammacks.  The
soldicrs amael thenbclves with hic anoastl getures and at length
Iecame »0 accastnnred o his presence that be Ingan to share thedraf-
foctinnn with the regimental degt, and was as well knowss to the gar-
tivrias the Governne Binnell,

The month «f Incecmlar lad st in ol and wintry, and with the
cXeephion of an eccieal forsging jary. aciive milltary operations
were sikely ta I far seime tine swpemdal.  One night, however.
anlers were Ziven for the trons to okl themmelves in readinesstn
warch caniy the fntlawing oruing.  Several officera cune down from
the tarmacks ard laang sscenained tiatall was in neadiness for the
Tmavch, »toppred for a soment at the geand fire to light their cigars.

= We slall havy a better Waze than this o warm ourselves by
ere twelve hoars are jas.” @id a ynaag Licctenant.

= Ry the bye.™ cried another, = How far ixit to this powder



