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formed the double journey of two
Iiundred and ninty miles once a month
and that, though he iniglit have a
mule, If he chose, lie preferred trav-
elling on foot, as lie could thus sai
money. His pay was about ten dol-
lars for the double .journey, whiich us-
ually occupied hlim about a fortniglit.
This journey was remarkable, not so
loneliness,, for along the whole route
there were but three points where the
man could sleep under shelter. Three
nlghts at least had to be passed In
the gloony solitude of the forest, or
upon the desolate prairie.

A FEW HINTS.

I have been a philatelist for a num-
ber of years, and during that time
many thousand stamps have passed
through my hands. I have had to
learu a great many of the minor de-
tails of philately by experience and
perhaps a few hints may help fellow
collectors especlally the young col-
lector.

First; keep an account of ail your
philatelie busnVess. Have a small
diary,to note down in it ail the letters
you receive, when receved and from
whom, cash expended, philatelic pa-
pers received. If you do this you can
know just bow you stand at the end
of the month or year.

File all your letters, make a note
in one corner whîen received anl when
anbwered. Perseie ail philatelile pa-
pers, price lists, catatogues etc. you
never know when you may want to

refer to something you have seen lu
some paper, and Its is handy..to have
them just where you can find what
you w uant lu an instant. Subscribe
for as many first class philatelic.pa-
pers as you can affordi. When you re
ceive a large quantlty of stamps no
matter how common.; always look
over them carefully. Nothing is more

huiallo.tIng than to despose of a lot
of duplicates to somebody, and then
learn that they have found some un-
known varity, or watermark among
tliem.

Always disinfect ail the stamps you
recelve. Five cents 'eipended l this
wny may save you, and perhaps a
nunber of your friends from decease.

Keep an "'Oddity Al.þum' your ai-
bum lu which. you put your collection
is no place for freaks, and you eau get
enougli of them to make an iuterest-
ing collection by themselves.

Do not try to become a dealer be-
fore you are a collector. It doe.s not
fore you are a collector, IT does not
pay. When you have a good pollec-
tion together, plenty of time and at
least $50.00 that you don't want you
may think about dealing, but until
tuen (o not atempt. Always e.cour-
age and help collectors younger than
yourself and be willing to show them
your collection. R. T. F.

U. S. NOTES.

The Columibulan 2c. is being chem-
ically changed to' blue.

Lewis Bishop of* Denver, Colo. is (
feet 1 inch! l hight and is still at lar-
ge. Now the pen is said to be mighît-
ier, than the sword, but in dealing
with our festive friend the later seems
infinitely preferable.

Chas. W. Grevning ls again editor
of the "'Stafnp," already a nuiber
of Improvements have been made In it.

The Weekly Philaletist of New Ches-
ter, Pa. bas completed his first vol-
uni. It lias never missed a number
and is always on time. We expect to
have another weekly about Jan 1s
from Rleadlng, Pa.

The Philatel:e E:a will issue a land-
some Christmas nunber, the first
thing t the kind Brother Jewett bas
ever attempted.


