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What an honourable record have the
sons of ministers! The popular pre-
judlce against them as useless incum-
brauces on society has recently had a
vigorous refutation in tho facts pre-
sedted by De Candolie, & Freach scten-
tist and sceptic, who gleans from
blography a most striking and signifi-
cant 1ist st song of pastors eminent in
scholarship and literature. Agasalz,
Encke, Linnaeus, Hallam, Hodbbes, Emer-
pon, Whately, Robert Hall, Lightfoot,
the Wesleys, Lowib, Stillingfleet, the
PBetchers, Spurgeon, Dugald Stewart,
Cudworth, Reid, Bancroft, Kingsley,
Young, Thomson, Colerldge, Mont-
goligry, Heber, Tesnnyson, and Lowell,
are yamples justitying the assertion that
+«the song of clerical families have ac-
tually surpassed, during two hundred
years, in their contributions to the roll
of eminent sclentists and literatl the
- similar contributions of any other class
of tamilles’”

To thig long 1ist must be added the
nse of Willlam Cowper, the son of the
Rev, John Cowper, D.D., chaplain to
George 1L, and rector of Berkhampstead,
Hertfordshire, where Willlam was born,
November 16th, 1731 (0.S.) On both the
father’s and mother's side he was of
noblg descent—a circumstance which iIs
no tee for moral character, but
which still carries with it 2 presumption
of the benefits of wealth and refinement.
His mother, who was & Donzae and a
1ineay Qescondant of Henry III., died in
his gixth year. The bitter griet of his
young heart he subsequently deplcted in
3 Poem in memory of his mother :

*Thy maidens, grieved themselves at
my concern,
0tt gave me promise of thy quick re-
turn

What ardently I wished, I long be-
Heved,

Ang disappointed still, was still de-
celved;

By expectation every day begulled,

Dype of to-morrow even from a child.
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Thus many a sad to-morrow came and
went

Till, all my stock of Infant sorrows
spent,

I learned at last submission to my lot,

But, though I less leplored thee, ne'er
forgot."”

From & motherless home to a still
more cheerless position the child was
soon sen’, and the ‘little mass of timid
and quivering seneibility " fcund him.
self amidst the bullylng and cruel
tyranny of the strong boys of a board-
ing-school. From this, after an Inter-
val of two yeara spent under the cave of
an oculist, he was sent to the hardly
more congenial associations of West-
minster 8chool, where classics and
cricket furnish the chief goals for the
emulation and ambition of the puplils.
The training thus given I3 to the aver-
age PEnglishman elevating and salutary,
developing both mind and muscle, im-
parting both classlc culture and chival-
rous vigour. But to young Cowper,
with his timidity and shrinking ner-
vousness, there 8 no doubt these
school-day associations brought those
shocks and boyish trouble which per-
manently injured his mind, =2l ¢»

which the tender chiléd from Berkhamp-
stead Rectory was by no means equal,

AT THE AQF OF EIOBTZEN

Cowper was articled with Mr. Chapman,
an attorney !n London. At the expira-
tion of his three years' term he took
chmbers. {n the Middle and afterwards
in the -Tnné® Temple, and at length was
duly calléd to the Bar., He entered
upon the study snd practice of law by
the earnest desire of his father. How-
ever, his preferences were decidedly for
literature, and from this time forward
he is to be found . engaged chiefly in
Hterary work.

In 1756 Cowper’s father died. With
limfited means, and with tho law as a
mere nominal profession, ths despond-
ency which overshadowed him increased.
Major Cowper, & relative, secured for
him an offer of the position of Clerk of
the Journals of tho House of Lords; but
the labours of the office and his timidity
at appearing at the bar of the House,
led him -to abandon the position. At
the age of thirtytwe, in the year 1763,
he went mad and atiempted to commit
suicide. Having become a Methodist
his hypochondria took a religious form.
Says Goldwin Smith: *“A votary of
wealth, when his brain glves way under
dicease or age, fancles that he fs & beg-
gar. A Methodist, when his brain gives
way under the same jnfluences., fancies
that he is forszken of G~L" Thls
author, however, freely admits that the

.same Meothodism which gives this form

to hypochondria also brings by its cheer-

tulneas and hopefulness the best golaco
to a disordered mind. This harmon-
izes with the testimony of Dr. Work-
man when Superintendent of the Insanc
Asylum, Toronto, and with statistics
showing that Mothodism has proportion-
ately fowor representatives among tho
insanc than any other church. Its tone
of Christian cheerfulness, assoclated
with temperance and purity of life, ls
the best safeguard against mental de-
rangement. When Cowper Is spoken of
as a Methodist, it is to be understood
only that he was in fu)l symapathy as an
Anglican with the Wesleyan rovival then
in progress within the Established
Church.

Labouring under his hypochondria,
Cowper

BECAME AN INMATE OF A MAD-HOUBE

at 8t. Alban's, under the control of Dr.
Cotton, who was & mau of active and
cheerful plety. At the expiration of
elghteon months, g——sping his Bible and
its promises, which he had sadly con-
cluded were not for him, Cowper found
peace and light for his disordered mind.

After his release from the nsylum his

! brother John secured lodgings for him

at Huntingdon, whare he was welcomed
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to the heart and home 3¢ the Unwins,
the Rev. Wilifam Unwip, the rector, be-
fag konown as decidedly Methodlistic, and
Mrs. Unwin becoming the life-long
friend of Cowper. Dally life in the
rectory at Huntingdon is described by
Cowper as composed of a littla amuse-
ment, at least four miles ot walking, two
hours of private reading of Scripture,
two services in the churck, * commonly
the evening is finished either with
hymns or a sermon, and last of all the
family are called to prayers.” Cowper

“adds, “I need not tell you that such a

life as this 13 consistent with the utmost
cheerfulness,—a statement about which
the ungodly, and perhaps some others,
will be sceptical.

About two years subseguently Mr. Un-
win was killed by falling from a horse.
An findissoluble bond of friendship had
been established between Cowper and
Mrs. Unwin, of whom he spoke as his
mother, and from henceforth they were
to be assoclated in fricndship till parted
by death. Together thoy moved to
Olney, on the Ouse, in Buckioghamsbdire,
If Cowper was melancholy this place,
one would think, would drive him to
despair. The fact I, however, that here
were tho highest aspirations of his
poctical genius and of his lofty spirit.
Neither the duilness of the people nor
of the place hindered his upward dights,
The cholce of this pecullur place is to
be accounted for by the fascinatipg at-
traction of the evapgelical curate, tne
Rev. John Newton, who has eariched
our Canadian hymn-book with six beau-

OLNBY

titul bymns,
favourite,

* How sweet 'ao name of Jesus sounds*

At Olnes, under Nowton's directlon,
Mra, Lnwin and Cowper were quite ac-
tive in  holding prayer-meetings and
helpiug the poor for both worids. But
the dark cloud of despair was again
guthoring, and amidst the gloem Cow-
per again imagined himself forsaken of
God, and moreover entertained the In-
convenient caprice that ho must reside
nowwero but in tho vicarage where, under
the care of Dr. Cotton, he was restored
to sanity.

After a residence of over

TWENTY YEARS AT OLNRY

in the year 1739, the poot and Mrs. Un-
win removed ty tho village of Weston,
short distance from Olney, whkere Mirs.
Unwin becamo palsied. This led to
their removal to Norfolk, and then to
East Dereham, where she dled 1o 1796,
About threo years subsequently, after
an interval of sadness and darkbess,
Cowper died, April 25th, 1800, =aged
sixiy-nine years.

Southey designates Cowper as “the
most populsr poet of hls ganeration and
the best of English letter-writers."”
Hls leading posmsg: ‘“ The Task,”
*Truth,” *“ The Progress ¢{ Error,” and
** Conversation,” have gained a recog-
nized place in English classics. His
mind was fruitful and hix pon was ready
in the producticz of short poems chas-
tened by sorrow or sparkling with
humorous sarcasm, whilo his * Olney
Hymns " are represented in the psalmody
of all the churches by the immortal ode :

*“God moves in a mysterious way.”

In analyzing the elements of Cowper's
genius the average reader acquires the
impression that the majority of his pro-
ductfons are the lapnguage of despair; but
this 18 no: correct. In fact, a compara-
tively smail proporticn of them aro
clouded with despondency. Instances
of sprightly and humorous declineations
ot character are very numerouzs. His
-John Gtlpin" secms Inspired by a

including the universal

TUR CHEETNCT AVEXUER.



