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PLEASANT HOURS.

The Pairy's Gifts..
2Y J. TORRRY CONNOR.

LAast night when I was snug {n bed,
A falry came to me and aald :

* Dear child, three gifts to you I bring
A box, a mirror, and a ring.

* Each morning use the mirror bright,
To bring your little faults to light ;

** When you have found them, svery one
Open this box, as I have done,

‘ And pack them quickly out of sight,
Remember ! shut the lid down tight !

* We call these, best of gifts to youth,
One, Self-control; the other, Truth ;

* This golc *n ring, Sincerity,
Wins friec 3 wherever you may be.”

1 never spoke, I did not stir;
I only lay and looked at her.

And when she went I do not know—
She melted ltke a flake of suow.

The door was barred, the window, too ;
llow do you s8'pose that she got through ?

I’m sure she came, so real it seemed ;
But mamma says I must have dreamed.

QUEER WAX EFFIGIES.
DY MAX BENNETT THRASHER.

Years ago a flight of narrow stone
steps led to the oratory above one
of the chapels in Westminster Abbey,
but these have long since been covered
with wood, and the oratory 18 used as a
storage place for the famous wax effigies,
the least grotesque and best preserved
of which may still be seen there., These
wax statues are the mementoes of a
strange old-time ceremony. l.ong ago,
when & great man or womau dled, it was
the custom to model a representation of
the dJeceased, dressed as in life, which
wes carried in the funeral procession.
After the burlal the effigy was set up in
church as a temporary monument. One
odd feature of the practica was that dur-
ing the time that the efligy was on ex-
hibition, it was customary to afiix to it,
by means of paste or pins, short poems
or cpitaphs complimentary to the person
represented. In the case of a sovereign
the statue was usually left in position
for a month only, though after Charles
11, dfed his wax figure stood for two cen-
turies over his tomb in the chapel of
Henry VII, and was the only monument
he had.

The royal effigies here In Westminster
date back to the fourteenth century; but
all of the oldest ones are so mutilated
and defaced that they are not shown.
Many of them wers of wood, and have
been wantonly stripped of the rich gar-
ments which they wore. About a dozen
of the later figures are still preserved,
each standing stiffly in a glass case by
itself, and decked, as they are, in faded
silk and tarnlshea tinsel, they form so
sturtiing a contrast to thelr stately
marble successors on the tombs below,
that it seems as if thoe coming up of this

“one ghort fiight of steps had translated

the visitor from the consecrated atmos-
phere of the Abbey into the vulgar air of
Mme, Tussaud's establishment.

The oldest flgure here is that of Charles
1I. It is dressed in the blue and red
velvet robes of the Garter, trimmed with
Buperb old point lace. By his side, in
another case, {8 a figure of Gen. Monk,
clad in srmour. The head of the figure
fs now bare, but it originally wore the
famous cap mentioned in the * Ingoldsby
Legends” :

I thought on Naseby, Marston Moor, and
‘Worcester's crowning fight,

\When on mine ear a sound there fell, it
filled me with affright,

As thus in low, unearthly -tones, I heard
a voice begin :

* This here's the cap of Gen'ral Monk !
Sir, pleass put summat in.”

In the last century the vergers, when
showing theso figures to visitors, came
to use this cap as a gentle hint that their
none too large wages might be accaptably
increased by a small coin dropped into
it. Goldsmitk, who has recorded an ac-
count of his visit to the Abbey, says ot
this cup, in an account of a conversa-
tion with the verger who was his guide,
***Pray, friend, what might this cap
have cost originally ?*° *That, sir,’ says
he, *I uon’t know; but this cap is all the
wages I have for my trouble.'"

The two latest figures, those of the
&ar] of Chatham and Admiral Nelson,
wenre unquestionably put in by the offi-
cers of the Abbey merely for ehow pur-
poses. to increase the attractiveness of

the'exhibit. That of:Lord Nelson‘isin-:

teresting from the fact that it s dressed
in a sult of clothes which the admiral
once wore. Thero scems gogd reason
to bellove this to be true, since, when
Maclise borrowed tho flgure as a model
while he was painting his famous paint-
ing, * Death of Nelson,” he found sat-
tached to the lning of the bhat the cye-
patch without which thes admiral, who
was blind in one eye. never appeared.
Nelson 18 burled in St Paul's, in spite of
his famous exhortatjon to his men at the
battle of Cape St. Vincent, where he
cried, * Westminster Abbey, or glorious
victory 1"—St. Nicholas,

REMAREABLE ANTS.

Bees and ants may be called clvllized
animals. They live In citles, and un-
deiastand the value of co-operation. In-
decd, thoy could give men some valu-
able lessons upon one of the oldest, the
best koowr, and the truest of human
proverbs : “ In union there {8 strength.”

Ants show wonderful intelligence, and
the “driver ants’ not only bulld boats,
but launch them, too; only, these boats
are formed of thelr own bodies. They

]

ings by millions. They are harmloss to
the residents if they do not disturb or
kil any of the number. In half an hour
the ants enter every rcom, wardrobe,
trunk, and cranny in the house, in search
of Insects. They cover tho walls, the
floors, the ceillngs, aad even the under
slde of the roor, and woo to every cock-
roach, fly, or wasp that does not jmme-
diately escape !

In Trinidad, they filled Mrs. Car-
michael’'s house for five hours, destroying
hundreds of insccts, and a score of mice
and rats, which gshe saw covered with
hundreds of the little warrfors, until they
were worrled to death and then de-

voured, After this thorough depopula-
tion, the ants suddenly left for thelr
nests,

The necgroes are 80 impressed with
their usefulness, that they call these ants
“ God's blessing.” One of them, pass-
ing Mrs. Carmichael's house just after
the above scene, called out: * Ah,
missus, you've got the blessing of God
to-day; and a great blessing it is to got
such a clean{ng !"

It is hard to please people who never
know what they want.
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AN ARMY OF ANTS.

ere called ‘“‘drivers” because of their
ferocity. Nothing can stand before the
attacks of these little creatures. Large
pythons have heen killed by them in a
siagle night; while chickens, llzards, and
other small animals in Western Africa,
(ee from them in terror.

To protect themselves from the heat,
tbey erect arches, under which numerous
armies of them pass in safety. .Some-
times the arch iz made of grass and
earth, and gummed together by some
secretion; and, again, it is formed by the
bodies of the larger ants, who hold them-
selves together by their strong uippers,
while the workers pass under them.

At certain times of the year, freshets
overflow the country inhabited by the
* drivers,” and it is then that these ants
go to sea. The rain comes suddenly,
and the walls of their houses are broken
in by the flood; but, instead of coming
to the surface in scattered hundreds, and
belng swept off to destruction, out of the
ruin rises a black ball that rides sately
on the water, and drifts away. ’

At the first warning of danger, the lit-
tle creatures rush together and form a
solld body of ants—the weaker in the
centre, Often this ball is larger than a
common base-ball, and in this way they
float about until they lodge against somy
treo, upon the branches ot which they
are soon safe and sound.

“Hunter Ants” are found in trgpical
countries. It appears that at particular
season®, when pressed ‘for food, they

»:leave thelr nests and enter the dwell-

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY.

1.ESSON VIIL.—-NOVEMBER 22.
REWARDS OF OBEDIENCE.
Prov, 3. 1-17. Memory verses, 1.4,
GOLDEN TEXT.

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direct tby paths.—Prov, 3. 6.

DAY BY DAY WORK.

Monday.—Read the Lesson (Prov. 3.
1-17). Learn the Golden Text.

Tuesday.—~Read what we are to do
with God’s word (Deut. 6. 1-13). Iearn
the Memory Verses.

Wednesday.—Read what the obedient
will have (Deut. 6. 17-25). Study Teach-
ings of the Lesson.

Thursday.—Read of the safe way
(Prov. 3. 19-26).

Friday.—Read why we should like
correction (Heb, 12, 1-11).

Saturday.~—Read how to be a doer of
the word (James 1. 19-27). Answer the
Questions,

Sunday.—Read who are the {rlends of
Jesus (John 15, 1-14),

QUESTIONS.
I. The Value of Law, verses 1-4.

1. Why does the father counsel his son?|

2. How doés religlon tend to prolong
lite ? 3 What was meant by * mercy
and truth”?  Whare wero they to be
worn? Why were they to bo in tho
heart ? 4. What is favour ?

1I. The Value of Falth, verses §-10.

6. Why should we trust In God ?
What must we guard agailnst? 6.
When should we own God 7 How may
we atlaln safe guldance? 7. What is
ohe of our worst enemies ? 8. What will
fear of God do for us? 9. How should
wo honour the Lord? What was the
law about first fruita? 10, What tom-
poral blessing {8 promised ?
nll:{.2 The Value of Chastening, verses

11. How does God chasten ? 12. How
do afllictions come 7 Of what are they
tokens ?

IV. The Valus of Wisdom, verses 13-17.

13. How should wo seek wlsdom ?
14, 156. Name the things it is better thun?
16, What gifts does wisdom bring ? 17,
What will we gain by following her ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

There is only one right way and oaly
one safe gulde. The good will be re-
spected and loved. Safety is Ilinked
with a low 2steem of self. ‘Tria} often
prepares for greater usefulness. ‘The
most earnest efforts shculd bo made to
secure the best things. It is only by
religion that we can secure the best of
both worlds.

The true philosophy of family descent
fs in old Mat Pryor's epitaph, quoted by
J. S. Willis in a speech in the House of
Representatives :

‘“Here lies Mat Pryor,
Descended from Adam and Eve;

It any one can go higher,

I'm willing to give him leave.”

Jilson— That's rough on you, Jabson.”

Jabson—*" What is ?"

Jilson—'* That three days’' beard of
yourS.”

McGuiggan—* An’ why do they call it
a tin weddin’ ?”

O'Dare—* Bekaso they've been married
tin years.”

Our Fall
Publications

NOW READY.

Walter Gibbs, the Young Boss,
By Edward William Thomson, author
ofy “0ld Man Savarin.” Illustrated
by Charles Copeland. Handsomely
bound in buckram covers........ va.e

Around the Camp-Fire.
B&Charles G. D. Roborts, author of
«“Earth’s Eni . atc. IHustrated
by Charles Copsland. Attractively
bound in buckram......ceciennnn.n..

A Knight of the Nets.
By Amelia E. Barr, author of *“‘Jan
cdder’s Wife,” ¢ The Squire of San-
dalside,” elc. Bound in red buckram
COVETB o veevaeonsocososcsoracsnasnas

Gems of Hope,
Compiled by Fannie Bate. Scripture
texts for each day of the year, with
blank spaces oppoeite to record names
of departed friends. Cloth, 75¢c; in
white vellum, gilt edges, and encloscd
in boX.ceiiietecnnaens Seeeeccssasee

IN THE PRESS.

In the Days of the-Canada Company.
The Story of the Settlement of the
Huron Tract, and of the Social Life of
the Period. By Robina and Kathleen
Macfarlano Lizars. Freely Illustrated.

500 PAZCS.cveienerotncniiannsnianas $2.00

A Warden of the Plaius,

And other stories of life and adventure
jn the Canadian Northwest. By John
Maclean, M.A., Ph.D., author of

1.00

1.00

<*Canadian Savage Folk.” Illustrated

by J. E. Laughlin......oiovevnee... 125
A Stormy Voyager.

By Annie 8. Swan. In Canadian Copy-

right Edition. Ilustrated and hand.

somely. bound..ceeeriiiiiaiinaia... 325
Rural Rhymes,

Poems by Eric Duncan. Tastefully

bound in morocon paper covers....... .35
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