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gow'us and a shutffie of boys' feet, suddenly, iysteriously, but
not unexpectedly, there was the cLiss of '97.

Whiat class '97 thouglit of itself in those first days I do not
know. But after-acquaintance with the class Justifies the view
thiat its estirnate wvas not too low. The, sophornores and Juniors
saici it, was thie 'cheekiest' freshmiian class they hiad ever seen. But
it inust be,, renieibered thiat the juniors had had only one previ-
ous experiexice, and the sophoinores were naturally sornewhiat
prejudiccd in thecir own favor. Thie seniors assuxuied a dignified
demecanor and welconied the, class iieditativeiy. Its advent
reniinded themn that they hiad corne a long w'ay since their £reshi-
man days, and that tiiei course wvas nearly run. The~ thouglit
could not but be saddening. What thie professors thouglit w~i11
no doubt appear whien their nieioirs are publishied. Iu the
mneantiîne we iust be content writh a hint dropped at the last
collation, when 0110 of the professors said that each class, on en-
tering, seeums more backzward and hopeless thian its predecessor.

Glass '97 set to work withi grea.t seriousness. As the largest
class which had yet entered th.- university, responsibility wreighled
hieavily on thenm. '.ot only7 did they have to preserve the dig-
uity of the university, and to lionor its traditions, but they hiad
to strike ont in new directions to prove tlieir own worth. Mlore-
over the unusually large proportion of w'omen in the, class put
every mnan on his miettie.

Within a weok or two after their outrance on college lifê',
the class, following the example of 95 and '96, orgranized uncler
an efficient staff of officers, Mlr. J. Hl. Caineron beiiug chosen as
first president. The first w'orkl of the executive wvas preparation
for a class rally. Tfhis innovation ii. the history of MeMaster
wvas miade for the purpose of brimgiIcg the, îneinbers of the class
into more intimiate contact than more meetings as a class per-
uuitted. Dr. and Mrs. 'ewmn ost hospitably lent their horne
for the occasion. The rally w-as so decided a success that its an-
nual recurreuce wvas a foregone conclusion. Other classes fol-
lowed the precedent so established, aud class rallies are now part
of the routine procedure of the college year.

'97's next effort wvas directed to the formation of a junior
literary society -%vherein the mnibers of flrst and second years
niiglit be.free to make their first plunges into oratory music,


