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Mrs. Hollins's, at the end of the lane—it’s a
long lane, and a Jong way from here. We came
in the train, and we saw a lot o' little dvcks
playing in a fresh green field ; they did like it.
I'm free, T am, and when I get a big man I
shall smoke a pipe and take my Polly for a
treat in the train aerain. Father's dead and
mother's dead, though I give her my three
biscnits. I axed her, ¢ Will they make yon
better, mother ? ” aud she said, “ Yes, Freddie,”
and I give her all three, and she died. It was
the doctor killed her, I know, 'cos he didn't let
her have no tea. 1 pat the tea in the pot and
I got hold of the kettle, and the doctor he
comes and calls out quite sharp at me, * Yon
stop a-doing that;” so mother didn't get no
ica, and then she died.’

Libby was a stavved little Londoner who had
to be taught to eat.  She had evidently uvever
sat down to a good wholesome meal, but had
subsisted on street penn’orths. At the sight
of dinner, so eagerly welcomed by her hearty
little companions, Libby's eyes would fill with
tears, anc down wonld go the spoon,  ‘Don't
like meat, don't like somp, don’t like 'tatoes,
don't like pudding.’ * What doyou like, Libby ?
¢Well, 1 like cocoa-nut, and winkles, and
shrimps, and oranges. Give me some winkles,
then, or clse some cocoa-nut, if you like” Our
country readers may unot Dbave seen a
‘winkle’ stall set ont with oyster-shells and
medicine-bottles. Xach oyster-shell contains
abont a dozen winkles picked from their shells ;
a little vinegar is added at the moment of eating
and 2 sprinkling of pepper.  The winkles are
caten at the stall and the shell returned to be
re-filled. The stall-holder keeps up a mono-
tonous cry of ¢Winkles, winkles! twelve a
penny, vinegar and pepper extra for nothing.’
Sbrimps can be bonght from an open barrow
steaming in the sun for a halfpenny a handful,
the young consumers seating themselveson the
kerb-stone for greater convenience in pinching
off the heads and tails.

No wonder little Libby's digestion was so
injured, that, when aftera while she would have
eaten, the cry came, ‘IU'm hungry, and 1 wonld
cat my dinner, only my pains is so bad I can’t.’
We hope that a few months of careful feeding
and attention will cure the longing for unwhole-
some daintics, and that the mischief worked by
them will pass away. We must not lengthen
the list of destitnte, neglected little ones, or we
shall weary our readers.

Just one moment.  You have looked on that
picture, now turn to this.  We cannot stop to
paint it; a few words will give the outline—
they shall be oar children’s own words—

‘Why, we're like little girls as bas mothers
now.” And if any one will go to Willesden and
look down the ranks of our bonny boys, the
verdict will be, ¢ They look like boys who have
fathers and mothers and a good safehome.” We
have about 320 now, givls and boys.

Perbhaps heads of families of ten and twelve
childven may guess somecthing of what this
means in the way of maintenance, clothing,
shoeivg, doctoring, teaching, and general wear
and tear of everything they come in contact
with. Others can ouly very faintly imagine
it.

As we write fresh candidates for admission
are at our doors. ¢ Can you give a home to o
dear little girl from the north, whose mother, a
hard-working laundress, is dying? If yoo
have no home for the child she can have none;
only the workhouse is open to her”” Happily
we shall be able to make a little more room
shortly, and then we shall send for her and
others from dificrent parts of England to come
home.

We find that while many poor widows are
driven to the workhounse a Jaundress can gene-
rally manage to strnggle on and keep her
fatherless little ones; and this has made us
anxious to train some of the girls to laundry-
work.

A laundry is recognized on all sides as such
a uecessary feature in a large industrial insti-
tution that surprise has often been expressed
by our visitors that we have managed so long
without onc.

In the new extension of onr bailding »
laundry is being provided. The expense is
great.  Can any ene who reads this give rs
cver such a little lift. towards meeting our very
large expenses ?

A poor man onze said—

‘There is a great pleasure in coniemplating
good. There is a greater pleasure in receiving
good. Bat the greatest pleasure is in doing
good ; it includes all the vest.

Will onr readers joinus in the great pleasure
of doing this partienlar good—lelping to make
and maintain a frec bome for orphan givls and
boys?

Contributions will be gratefully received and
acknowledged by Miss Helen Wetherell, Seere-
tary of the Church Extension Association,
27 Kilburn Pavk Road, f.ondon, N.W.

Cards for collecting shillings up (o 30s., and
pence up to 10« will be forwarded on applica-
tion. Gifts, such as old and new clothing of
all kinds, boots, shees, blankets, bedding,
crockery, fruit, vegctables, groceries, books,
faney work, &e., ave zhways very welcome,




