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40 Peter Delivered from Prison

Lesson IL PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON April 11, 1909
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Some of Peter’s brethren in Jerusalem criticized him for.preaching the
gospel to Gentiles, but his explanation removed their objections. In order to comiplete-the .part of the
narrative commenced in Lesson XI.sch. 9 : 3143, in whioh Peter is the chief figure, a.period. of from four to
six years is, in the meantime, passed over, during which the chief event was the  founding of the church
at Antioch, This will be taken up in the Lesson for April 25, after the Lesson.on-the conversion of Saul,
who was to become one of the leading teachers in that church, (See ch. 11,) .
GOLDEN TEXT—The angel of the Lord encampegh {ound about them that fear himy, and delivereth- them.—

salm 34: 7. R
Memorize v. 7. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 12: 1-11. Study Acts 12: 1-19

1 Now about that time Her'od the king ! stretched
forth kig hands to 2 vex certain of the church.
2 And he killed James the brother of John with the

sword.
3 And 3because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
e’ter also, ¢ (Then

protecded ¢further to %take
were the days of unleavened.bread.) *
.4 And when he bad 7 apprehended him, he put Atm
.in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of
soldiers- to 8keep him ; intending-after %Easter to
bring him forth to-the people, .

5 Pe’ter therefore was kept in 10 prison : but prayer
Evashx_nnde 1 without ceasing of the church unto God

or him,

6. And when: Her’od 3?would have brought him
forth, the same night Pe‘ter was sleeping between two
suldiers, bound with two chams : and 13 the keepers
before the door kept the prison.

7 And, behold, ¥ the angel of the Lord ¥came
upon hum, and a hight shined 1n the ¥ prison : and he
smote Pc’ter on the side, and 17 raised him up, saying.

;anise up quickly. And 'his-chains féll off from his
ands, BRI .

.8 And the angel said - unto him, Gird thyself, and
bind on thy sandals. * And 19sohedid. And he snith
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and-follow
me. Lo N
9 And he went out, and followed 2him.; and % wist
not that it was true which was done by the angol;

but thought he saw a vision.

10 2 When they were past'the fitst and the second
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth # un-
to the city ; which opened to_them of 2 his vwn
acéord : and they went out, and passed on through
gx_xe street ; and‘= forthwith the angel departed from

im. .- . . SR :

11 And.when Pe’tér was come to himself, he sad,
Now I know of a. #surety, that the Lord hath sent
2 his angel; and 22 hath delivered me out of the hand
of Her’od,‘and’ from all the expectation of the people
of the Jews, ... .

R .

Revised Version—! put forth, 2afflict ; 3 wheu he saw that ; ¢ Omitfurther ; 5seize ; 8.(Omut brackets,
And those were ; 7 taken ; 8 guard ; °the Passover , °the ; ! earnestly of,, 12 was about to bring ; ¥ guards ,
Man; %stood by him ; 8cell; 17 awoke him ; 18 Rise up ; !°he did 80 ; 290Omithim ; 2 he ; 2 And ; Zinto;

Aits ; Bstraightway ; 26truth; 27 forth ; 28 Omit hath. .

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, LB.R.A.)—M.—Peter delivered from- prison, Acts 12: “1-10. T.—
-Peter delivered from prison, Acts. 12: 11-19. W.—A strong Deliverer, Ps. 33: 10-22. Th.—Prayer and
answer, Ps, 34: 1-10. F.—The delivering angel, Dan. 6: 16-23, S.—Promise of answer, Matt. 7 : 1-11.

8.—Trust in° God, 2 Cor. 1: 1-11,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. IMPRISONED.—14. About that time;
when Barnabas and Saul had gone up to Jerusalem
(sce Between the Lessons). Herod the king;
Herod Agrippa 1., grandson of Herod the Great, at
this time ruler, as his grandfather had been, over

.all Balestine.” To vex; to “afflict” (Rev. Ver.),
"J’d}id"?grié.bf Yie {lifce most prominent of the apostles
1588 Matk 35: 37; Luke 9: 28; Matt. 26: 37).
"With the’sword ; a mode of death regarded by the
#9368 44" specially disgraccful. Pleased the Jews.
the“maia point in Agrippa’s policy was to win the
Vfgvox:, of the Jewish leaders, who, he knew, bitterly
hatedt tho Christians. Proceeded . . to take Peter ;
the ‘léader amongst the apostles. Days of un-
leavenied bread; ‘the séven days following the
enting of the Pgssoyér, diring which no bread made
with leaven or yeast might, be used (see Lev. 23 : 5-8).
Apprehenided ; 'séizéd]’ Quaternions ; groups of
four men. Each group of four was on duty six
hours out of the twenty-four. After the Passover
(which came at the same time as our Easter) . . bring
him forth (Rev. Ver.); that is, after the Passover
week, during which no legal decision could be given.

i{I. PRavED FoRr.— 5. Prayer . . without
ceasing ; Weymouth, *“long and fervent prayer
was offered . Of the church ; that is, by com-
panies of its members scattered hers and there
throughout the city. Unto God; the heavenly

o;;‘m‘-el{;s‘;’ g!‘l‘l_b_dﬁ James ; along with Peter and .-

A COIN OF HEROD AGRIPPA

King, in whose hands King Herod was powerless.”
III. DELIVERED.—6-8. When Hercd would
have brought him forth ; Weymouth, * was v
the point of taking him out of prison ", for sentence
and execution. That same night ; in all human
likelihood Peter’s last night on earth. Peter was
sleeping ; fearless and calm through his trust n
God. (Compare ch. 16: 25.) Between two
soldiers, bound with two chains; literally
** wristbands ’, fastening himto his keeper on either
side. XKeepers before the door; the other two
of the ** quaternion ”” on duty. An angel of the
Lord, etc. (Rev. Ver.). Compare Luke 2: 9. A
light shined ; ** the glory of the Lord * (see again
Luke 2: 9). Smote Peter; to rouse him from
his sound and quiet sleep. Chains fell off,
**dropped from his wrists”. Gird thyself;
put on thy girdle, to ‘bind up the long Esastern
undergarment, loosened for sleeping in. 8andals ;
the footgear of the poor: shoes were worn by the




