
nient.-With special roforenco to Deut. 12:
il1-14, but also ina reference to the whole law.
" For a long time Israel had been without thE
true God, and without a teching priest and
witbout law." 15i: 3.

Asa later on removed hie grandmothei
Maachah frorn lier official position an Quoen.
mnother because of ber patronage of idolatry,
and bound Judah with an oath that whosoeveî
would not seek thre Lord God of lerael should
b. put to death, whother man or woman.
This morme bard to those who do not knw'
what. idolatry is. The present writer car
nover forget that ho lived fora time among tht
heathen. But the teachers of our classes eauý
not know, and may weil thank God that the3
do not know, what idolatrous worship anc
heathen life really are.

Il. Rebuildingiln Faith.-
The land had rstl.-The wholo era waà

one of movernent of rnighty armies and chang
ing fortunes of nations. Il those timei
there was no peace to, him, that went out or t<
hlm that came in, but great vexations werd
upon ail the inhabitants of the countries
And nation was destroyod of nation and cityo:
city: for Goddid vex: thern withall adversity.'
Shishak or Shoshouk, son of Nimrod king o:
Assyria, and foundor of the Bubastie dynastj
in Egypt, îs typical of the age.

Inraei and Judah, though of les importanci
arnong the nations than we are apt to thinl
until we afead contemporary history, were jr
the lino of cross-lire between the world powers
But those were now ail busy elsewhere, anc
Israel was stiil cripplod by tho great defeai
at Yarnarairn. So Judah had rest. But thq
same insight of faith which saw God's haný
ina the peace, saw that hand also in the cy
ecnic conditions around. So hoe rebuilt thi~
walls of hie cities to be ready to do God's wil
Fnith did not say that God would defend hin
without walls. Faith is; nover fatalism, anc
is nover foolhardy.

11. R.puise through faith-
Zorah the Ethioplan.- -In Hebrew, thi

Cushite. Cuuh an a country lay south of Egyp
frorn Syeno to the Blue and White Nile, bu
of the Cushites as a race xnany traces an
found from tho Tigris all tho way to tho uppe
Nile.

Dr. Jamieson, with Wilkinson, consider
Zerah an Arabian Cushite, and quotes fron

Bruce$s Travels : "1Twenty couriers on camnels
might procure that number of mon to meet
in a éhort time. Evory ono of these Cushite
s hepherde, carrying with themn their own pro.
vision of flour and water, might have fought

*with Asa without eating a Ion! of Zorah's
*bread." But Stanley, Wilson, Edersheim, and
others, wîth more probability consider Zerah

*identical with Osorkon, successor of Shishak.
1 The enormous numbers o! his army have led

rnany to cast dloubt upon the text. But it is
7to be remember that many of theso were not

i professional soldiers, but camp followers ; and
3 that ancient ea8tern armies were not sustainod
. in camp like those o! Rorne or oi Modern
r Europe.
I Maroshah.-One of the border fortresses

which Rehoboarnhad built. It was at thecon-
verging point of manyroadn, and therefore the

3strategic point of defence against Egypt. G.
. A. Smnith points out that it pass from history

3beforo Beit-Jibrin, later on the real capital of
)the Shephileh, cornes into view, whereas Boit-

a Jibrin can be idontified with no Old Testa-
. mont site, and suggests that the people of
f Mareshah as a comrnunity moved bodily to
'Beit-Jibrin, 'two miles distant.

E Valley of Zephathah - "lAbout two
imiles north of Mareshah a beautiful valley
debouches frora. the hills." Rawlinson says
a This àa the only occasion on which the

r armies o! Judah ventured to meot, and with
a nuccess, the forces of eithei Egypt or Babylon
. in the open field."
1 Asa crled unto the Lord.-A battle on
b the open plain was as new now to Judahà an an
aattack upon a walled city had been when
jJoshua stood before Jericho. Now as thon
-victory cornes froma God. " 6Nover hadl there

a been a more distinct negation of thingB seen,
1 aud affirmation o! thirigs unseen which con-
Sstitutes the essence of faith, nor yet a more
jtrustful. application of it, than Asa's prayer."

As&s words show real knowledge of God, and
in utterly different frorn the forced cry of un-

ebelief ina distress. Such a prayer could not
t be in vain. The victory was frorn the Lord.
t "9To wrest the hostile cîties of the Philistines
9 was only oneconsequence. Henceforth Egypt
r ceased te be a source of terror or of danger,

aud tbree hundred and thirty yearsl passed
s; before its armies were again arrayed against
71 Judah."
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