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AND CANADIAN TEACHER, 165

struction in }wmnanship.
is given on tho hoard cach pupil should bo visited
at Ius seat, and dircetod in pogition and mavement,
and he given free opportamity to wateh tho teach-
cr's motions in writing an oceasional ward or
copy.  ths attention should, morcover, be di-
rected to tho manner of taking and holding the
pen, managmyg ink and zmpur, place of starting
cach lotter and manner of forming and combining
them in worde, as well as armngng them in lines
and columns,
MOW TO INSPRUCT PRIMARY € LASSES,

While T am deaided]y i favor of teaching the
more advanced pupile by clements, principle«, €.,
I do not believe n introducing them at the qutsot.
The fivat lesson 1 writing should be made as
mmple as posaible ; should Fie mere exercises to
uutiate while learning penholdmg, position and
movoment. I douot helieve in parading principley,
symbols, &ec., before beginaers, as 13 done m the
clementary copy booka of most systems of pen-
manshlp ; m giving thom eaaet seience represented
by the Quadrant, with its 90 degrees, enveloping
and obscuring the copies wath a clond of sentenious
instructions, imposaible tor a cluld to understand.

Appeals to mature judgment, logieal reason, cul-
tivated taste, mathematicsl kuo\\Tctlgc and aceu-
mulated gkill and experience, are all vight in their
place, but should not be paraded before the timid
youth just beginning venmanship,

“ho tirst lessons should be copies of smmple let-
ters to be practised on slates 5 and the plan { have
seon successfully adopted is to have the slates all
ruled on one side with light permanent lines, pro-
perly spaced.  ‘The time devoted to cach exercise
should be about half-an-hour, or neot sulliciently
long to weary the pupils.  The pencils should be

cf suthcient length to be held hke pens, and the

maniner of holding them shoukl be very earefully
taught.
On account of the liability of the pencils in com-

mon to break, tt1s a matter of cconomy and con-

ventence to use those covered with woud, as they

are bath chu:ql) amd durable, ov of the new  patent

pencil hekier lately introduced wm our schouls.
The copy, as before mtimated, should be as

nearly perfeet as possible in order that proper

ideas of form may he impressed on the learner's
mind from the beginning,  The fivat 12ssons must
proceed on the same plan as drawing, and indeed,
can be termed nothing but pencil drawing of the
Totters and words used in the copy.

On account of the tendency of younﬁ pupils to’
botter for

break slates and lose pencls, it :s mudl
the teacher to take charge of them. Monitors
ghould be appointed to pass theslates and pencils.
Their duties should be armnged in accordance with
the scating of the schuol room, and shenld bhe
thoroughly understood by them. ‘They may be
appointed as a mark «of favor for proficieney or
good conduct, and taught to look upon Me position
as a very honorable v..ce.

The plan of comducting the exercisc may ue
something after the following order :-—

1.—~Prepare for wriling : when all other work
should be laid aside and desks cleared.
signal should then bringup the monitors to pass
slates and pencils,

2,—~\Write the copy plainly on the board so that
the entire c.ass may sceit.  Let it Lo a letter, a

succession o. letters, or a wonl, according to the
proficicucy of tho cluss. i
3.—Explain how you rerquire it copied, and point

’ 1
Aftor tho explanation

A given

out the mistakes they are likely to run into and
explain how they wmay be :woinfcd.

4. fiive tho signal to conumence writing,  The
teachor should then pass around among the pupiils
corrcc!.m?' position at desk, pencil holdi _, nis
takes in formation, &c., until the oaorcise i8 ahout
half over, when he should illustiate o the board
the principal orrors ho has observed while passing
around, and call un the pupils to name the litver
ont mistakes in formation, &e., and tell how they
should be corrected.  ‘The last tive minutes should
ha devoted to criticism of the writing by tho pupils
themselves, pormitting them to eraso and correct
any letter with which they aro not satisfied.

3, — Tho monitors shunld at the «lose bring up
the slates and pencils and deposit them in their
proper places, and when an opportunity isatforded
thoy should bo cavefully examined and” marked by
the teacher,

A certain number of recognized crrors in the
exereise may be connted a failura : a less number,
imperfeet 5 amd no failures in leading features, may
constitute a pevfeet lesson,

A small record ook should Lie kept, into which
these marks should be entered ; mul in ordor that
this may be readily doune, thu pupils shonld be
munbered, and requived to H»l:wc their numbers
conspicionsly at tho head of tho slate, that they
may be conveniently arranged with the highest
number at the hottom of the pile, and so on up in
regular order, for marking the standing, as the
slates arv examined.

These exercises, if properly carried on, will be-

como very interesting to primary pupils, and they
will louh forward to the writing hour with plea-
, sure.
i The prncipal difliculty, at first, is drilling them
in position, pencil-holling. prepaving for the ex-
creise, and closing,  About one-half the time dur.
ing the first week should be spent in drilling on
these particulars,

tsreat care should Lie taken to explain all the
errors for which they are to be held accountable
heforchand, with ample sllustrations upon the
blackboard of correct and incarrest formation.

On the last school day of cach weck the pupils
should be called upon i prepare o line of cach
scopy, word, and figure practiced on the provious
day, and from these copics and the merit marks of
the weeh the monitors of the next week may he
appointed.

This method may after a thae be combined with
the spelling excreise, and crrors in both writing
and orthography noted in the same exercise, us-
ing & distinet mark ta indicate each,

As soon ns they have hicen tanght to form all the
Jetters and comliane them into wonds, short senten
*ces should follow, and the child may thus he taught
s to write before the pos ana inh e introduced at
call.

The pupils should carly learn to set value npon
the neatness and ¢racetul appearance of all the
forms they write. Figures, being of equal impore
tance with letters. should alse be given special ate

:tention, .
The ohjections made to the use of the pen and
,mk by small children i, that they aro a})t to blot
jand deface their books and injurc clothing and
\furniture. I would, however, advise the introduc
, tion of the pen and paper as soon as the pupil has
+ made sufficient progress to usc thrm with any de-
gree of proficiency. .
To be continued.



