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grace—it was the support of 8 good conscience in 8 righteons cause,—
* Not only,” rays n wtiter of that perior, as quoted by Defoe— not only
ime, but heart and tongue, would fail any Christian to relute all the
violences, murdets, plundetings, exortions, nnd insolences that, fram the
beginning of his pereeeution, have been committed 1 a military way, beo
sides what has been done in the form and course of public pretende.d
juetice.  If etabbing, wonnding, beating, stripping, and imptisoning men's
persons—if vinlent breaking into their houees in the dead of night, heat-
ing, wounding, ravishing, and inhumanly abusing wives and davalitees—
il forcing weak women by torure, such as bngning matches and other ine
eufferable torments, to diecover, nay accuse, their hushands, fathers, aud
deacest relations—if driving away their eattle, sposttug their goads without
respect to guiit or innocence, and this in ae cruel a nnaer as ever Seot-
land had eeen, or could have seen liad a foreign enemy been i the bowels
of their country ;—if all these,. and mans inore such, way express our
misery, rome guess inny be made at the sufferings of this Chusch feom the
malice and futy of this wicked prevailing Prelatic party
And itisworthy of remark, that, notwithstanding all the fuey and terror
of the perercutinn, the adhicrents to the good caunse rather inerensed than
diminished. * Far.* to quate the wordeof one of the suflecerga*" for al-
beit they went on for many years impriconing, banishmz, and atehering
our dear brethiren ; yét all the prizans they could Gl with we,and all e
chips they could fresght with us, and all the gibhets they conld hang us on,
could never cither exhaust or fesson our namber 5 but the mase we were
" afflicted the more we grew, aud the design 10 destroy e, through the
merey of our God, proved always ruinous to the destroyers 5 and this
must be acknowledged (0 the praige of Go.l's elemency, and the condem-
nation of man's csuely, that when they wied all ways posable to destroy
us, #nd root s out from the enrthe—ulier they banged, shot, and wringed,
and banished for slaves all they could enrchafos—iliey were further from
their purpoee than when they began”’— Banuer of the Corenant,

1 1IOPE TO BE A CHRISTIAN,

Youdo? Why, then,do you not seck to be a Christian?  God haa
ordained means in order to this end 3 nre vou using the mmeaga ] ¢ Ask,
ai:d ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find : knock, and it shall be
opened to you.” * Ye shall seek e, and find me, when ye seareh for
me with all your heart.””  These ate the conditions of geace which God
has attached to securing an intereat in his fove. Are you scekiog for
God with all your heart 1 No mian ever yet cxeaped from the thealdomn
of #in and Satan, who id tot"carnestly struggle 1o be free ; no man ever
entered the strait gate who did nnt ngonize to accomplish that glorious
end. What reacon have you to expeet that t ere will be an exception
in your case ] On what ground do you haze your hopes that you will be
a Cheistian, il you are not seeking or striving to be onel *'Uhe bible
contains no promises to those wio sre folding thir arnns in sin.  Cares
lessnese and inattention to the appointed means of salvation, aflord no
foundaiion for a hope that you are 1o become a clnld of God,

" You hope to be a Christan?  Why,*then, do you not give np your
sins, renotinee the warld as your portion, uad cliceefully surreader youe-
sell to Him who is the way, the tzuth, and the life 1 He s roady and
willing 1o receive you. 1le gave his Lfe a ransom for siouers 3 he pur-
chased the gifi of tho Spirit, whoze efficient ngeney i renewing and
sanclifying the soul i3 indhepen<abie ; he freely gives hiis Spint to all who
earnestly ask him; he has fitled his revealed word with invitations and
encouragements to those who dusire his grace; he has long been knock-
ing at the door of your heart for adunizgsion.  But yon snil refase his pro-
mised grace, grieve hig Spi:it, shut your heast against his entrance, nnd
continue to pursue the world, and to indulge your @ans.  low, thea, can
you hope tobe a Christian !

You hope to be a Christian?  \When?  Not now. You are too busy,
or have somelhing in view which must fiest be accomplished, or are so
indispused to give yourzelf to the wutk, that this is not felt to be the
* convenient searon,” After u while, when yon have accumulated n
fortune, or passed the period when you can partake in the world'a plea-
sures, or wlhien there i3 a revival of religion, or at furthest, on a dying
bed, you hope to be a Christian. ¢ Go thy way for this time,” i3 the re-
sponse you give to every appeal whicli conies liomo to yoar hieart and
conscience. But God’s commands and promises are for the present,
He gives no cacouragement to wait for a future season. You have no
assurance that there ahall be any aeason beyond the present,  Life is un-
certain, Before the anticipated time comes you may be jn eternity.
‘The giacious Spirit may become weatied wath your delay, and for ever
leave you, A death-bed is no place for doing the great neglected work
of life, « Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” * To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart.”

You hope to he a Christian?  So multitudes of others like yourself,
who were living in sin, have hoped ; but where are they now?1 Long
ago have they been cut down as cumberers of the ground. Their day
of grace snd day of life have closed. 'I'hey lived without Chnst, and
they died without him ; and now are bewailing themselves that they
trified away their precious time on earth, in the delusive hope that some
day or other they would be Christians. That day never came to them,
and never will come. ¢ The harvest is past, the summer is ended,” and
their souis \re not saved.

Reader, i you will have a good hope of eternal life, the only resource
is," that without further delay you seek with all your heart the blood of

Christ to wash your sine away, the tighteouaness of Chirist to justify you
in the sight of God, and the Spitit of Chriet 1o renew and sanctify your
natute,  Cuntinne to flatter yourself with the vague hape that you will,
come time or other, be a Christinn, an1 you will find, when it shall be
for ever too late, that you have been andulging a hope which shall go ont
m eternal despair,—Dreadyterian.

UNIFORMITY NOTJUNITY.
—

Mero dennminational miformity is not Christisn anizy, 1t is & fz.
vourite project with many in the present day to singlo ont snine scct—
usially thewr own—and then say 1o themselves, * 1If we could only get
all the world to join us, there would bo unity *  Anid &n possessed aro
they with the nation that the unity of the Cliareh consists in conformity
to them, that many of them have dotermined to know uothing among
men, save their ¢ hareh {weaning their own or ity) nnd conformity
thereto,  ‘Their union is reparated from non-cauonieal Christians 3 and
could they but make one funr, one surphice, and one setvice book for all,
they are peranaded the Charell would be ane,  In place of nnity of spirit,
they Tabuue for unity of costumo  “They cannot understand n united
family which does not wear a regamental uniforin.  We, o the other
hand, have scen a uniformity whero there was nothing but the form —
The Clmeeh of the muddle ages was united, juet as the sleepers in the
vault are united in the traoguillity ofdeath. 1t wae like listening at the
duor of a sepulehre s HHush* for nll is peace within,  Enter, and all is
uniform—oniformly dend <black frieze nnd ronenncas—a eepulehro of
souls.  "Fhe Chnreh of the early centurics was united, as scorpions aro
miited when one glass recciver holde them, and Jeavee them room 10
fret about, anl atnke their stings into one mtgher.  ‘Uhore was uni-
formity, but it was not wnity, for the world did not believe.  ‘The world
saw itand was handened @ the world saw it and blasphemed.  ‘T'o pre-
serve the unity of the Church, they exeommunicated or burned alive
thase sho thaaghit o believed for themeelves, till fuith had well nigh
perished from the eaeth. F'he Chureh became no eatholie, that thers
was tio place fonnd for the gaepel,  "Uhe union of cocreion, or the union
which, as the first term of commnuion takes away your right of private
Judiment, is not the wmon contemplared b Him, tho first law of whoso
hingdom is love, and thoe tint 2l of whose Spirit s light.

Again, for the sake of unity it is not needful 10 surrender an jota of
tenth, or yield ono conseientious conviction, =0 longas it remains con-
cicntious, Ivis very comnmon with those who misunderstand tho mat.
ter, to gay, ** Came, now, you and I da not think exactly alike ; perhaps
we are hoth oght, amd itg 13 likelywo aro both wrong.  Butit isa
pont of no moment ;. what would you say to throw it overboard altoge-
ther, and givo oursclves no more concern about it ‘o which, in
many cases, it might be a very just answer: * You may intend this for
liberality 3 bnt to me it sounds like latitndinarianisnt, ~ 1 believe that §
found this teath in the Biblo ; and if %o, it is ono of the tenths of God. 1
dare not east it overboard 3 and 1 shall bo very sorry if having it on
board deprivo me of your company, 1f it bo so offensive to yon that you
must needs sail in a separate ship, Hiope we shall not hoist hostito Rags.
But as nesther of us holds it vital, might we not agree to differ regarding
it; aud as we grow in knowledge and in grace, may weo not hopo that
tho Lord will reveal even tlis unto ug 1 Wherever souls are joined to
the Lord Jesuy, and his image is wisible upon them, thero iv actua! unity
of the most imponant kind, Wero this actual unity mors frequently
madeo the (oundation of a practical unity, there would soon be mare doce
trinal unity among Christinng,  But 1t is an unhaliowed mode of procur-
ing practical unity to purchaso it at the price of truth.  As & compromiso
of error cannot Jend to unity, so ¢ truth in love” will breed no schisnn.—
Dew of JHermon, by Rev. Me. Hamlton vf London.

THE INJURIOUR CONSEQUENCES OF INSUFFICIENT
MINISTERIAL SUPPOR'T.

The following is an extract Lom an addecss to the Congregations under
the care of the New York Synod of the Aseociate "‘Reformed Presby-
tegian Chureh, on the subject of miaisterial support, It will suit the
Iatiude of Canadn as well as that of New York, and we bespeak for it
the carnest considetation of our congregations generally, We rejoice to
believe that there has been of late years an unpravement in this matter,
But still there is room for farther improvement, especiully when we take
into consideranon the greatly increased expenso ofplcin’ng to which min-
isters are subjeet, and, on the other hand, the enhanced prico of almost
every thing which our farmners have 10 dispose of. Weo could name
somo laborious and devoted ministers who are seriously impeded in their
work by the pressure of pecuniary difficulties—difficulties occasioned
solely by the scantincss of tho support they reccive from their people.
Let congregations, in entering on a2 new year, make a determined effort
to repair past shortcomings, and to do their duty to those whom they
have cailed to tako the oversight of their souls, We have frequently of
lato recorded gifts from congregations to their ministers, and we rejoice
to see, and to record such tokens of christian affection and regard.~
Thoy help 1o cheer a minister, and to strengihen the bond which unites
him and his flock together. But we do confess we should rejoice mors
to hear of congregations augmenting the stated stipends of their minis-
ters. This would, after all, bo the best way of testifying their esteem
for them personally, and their appreciation of their services 1=



