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close; hoe knew 1iiý Father's rnind, and camne te revcal his will and
purposes of rnercy.

IlFather, thie hour is corne." The period had arrivcd when tht
suffcrings and sacrificu of Cliribt would be accornplishcd -- whcn
the great propitiation would ho rnade,-i'lien the Lord our

rigîtcu~n~swould be stricken, sinittcn of God and affiieted. The
heur had corne whien the cry would bc heard Ilawake -i sword
agaiiist rny sheplierd and against the man that is rny fdllow, srnite
trie qheplherd.*' The hour had corne -when the physical sufferings,
and mental anguiih of the Savf'our, in consequence of our sins,
would bc cxceedingly, iiay unexpressibly ,severe. The hour bad
corne whien liell would be doing its utrnost to crush the captain of
our salvatien. But the principalities and powers of darkncss, did
not then spoil hin, hie bpoiled theni, lie conquercd thern, hoe tri-
urnphed over thern. The hour for Jewiýýl biate, and iRomnan pow-
er, and sin and Satan to do tliçir death worli, tlîcir decd of dark-
nebs, had corne. Jesus k-new -11l this, lie felt ail this, and hoe feit
too in bis inrnost, heart tlîat it ivas the hour of dying -victory and
dying lov e. 0 reader, it wvas the hour when Jesus -was in agony
for you, when ho buffered for 3-ou, ulien hoe was in darkness for
you, when lie loved you and 'gave ]imsdt:f for you. It was an
hour w'hich the suffurer sindi noyer forget, and which sliail doubt-
less be rernembercd for ever and ever by tlic redecrncd in heaven,
and the lost iii lie]].

But you will notice tlîat our ILord not only spealis in bis inter-
cessory prayer of the hour that liad corne, hoe expresses an earnest
desire in connection ivitli the hour that liad couie. "Frather, the
hour i,, couie, gler-ifj Mly 8011." He did not pray to bis Father
to snm e hinm frein falling into the hands of the ruffians u'bo were
about to apprelhcnd liizi. Ile did not ask bis Father to frustrate
thue planb of the Pharisees and chief pricýsts who liad plotted bis
condemnation and crucifixion. He did not akbis Father to
send twelve legionsb of angels to, destroy lus focs ; No, but
bis prayer was, &"Fatier, glorify uley son." lie felt ne Latred in
bis licart te, Lis bittere:st enerieis, lic wished the pardon and salvation
of those who witb wicked luands put hlm te, death, and that wish is
iinplicd in tlic prayer, " G1ori/ý tlty son."'

But bew it inay be asked could the Father glorify the Son, now
that the heur of lis crucifixion bad corne? Hie could d6 this by
accepting his Son's sufferings unto death ns a perfect propitiation
for-the sins of the world. Jesus came to nîagnify bis Father's

180


