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Whe Wome and Foreign Peeord, 43

banisked to Gaul, where they died in ob-

senrity 3 and Salome herself is «aid to have

wet with a sudden and teryrible death.
Lrssoxs:

1. A wilty conscience is itself a terrible
punishment.

2. Inreligion, no external reformation
is of any valvo so long as we do not aban-
don every kuown sin

3. Sinners are often led hy their aseo-
cintes into a depeh of wickeduess from
which they would ¢ tivst shivink with hovror.

DocrriNe :

One sin leads to another,

Prov. xii. 26 ; 2 Tim, iii. 13.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sunrncr:—Jesus wall:ing on the sea.—
John vi. 15-40.

V. 15.—The multitude, whe had just
leen fed by Jesus miraculously, believed
him to be the Messiah ; but they altogether
misconceived the nature of his kingdom,
aud as they saw that he would not publicly
lay claita to Kingly authority, they wisherd
to precipitate matters, and compel Lim to
sssume the throne. To prevent this he
seoretly deparied. Matthew tells us (Ch.
xi. 23,) that hie spent the night in prayer.
In his love for prayer, as in cverything elsc,
he was an example to his followers.  Sur-
ronnded by cnemices, and grieved by the scl-
fishness and wickedness with which he
everywhere came into contact, he longed
for, and was strengthened and supported by
communion with his Heavenly Father.

Vv. 16 21.—Mark says that Jesus in-
strueted his disciples to go to Bethsaida,
Mark vi. 4, 5. John states that they went
to Capernanm.  Both these cities were on
the shores of the lake of Genesaret, the
former on the cast, the latter on the west
coast. The disciples were already on the
cast side. They probably designed to go
fivst to Bethsaida and afterwards to Caper-
naum, hut the violence of the gale may have
prevented them from  reaching the first
named place, and have driven them across
the lake to Capernaum.  Dark tells us that
the wind was contrary, snd they perhaps
strove against it for a long time, hoping to
reach Bethsaida; for when Jesus, walking
on the sen, came up with them in the fourth
watch of the night, that is, caly in the
morning, they had only rowed 25 or 30 fur-
longs, or a little more than three miles.—
The Jews originally divided the night into
three watches, but they adopted from the
Romans the practive of dividing into
four, each of which therefore contained
about three hours. Jesus therefore came
up with the disciples between three and six
oclock-in the morning. There was not:
sufficient light to enablc them to recognize

Prov. x.16; :

him, and they were seized with & panic, be-
eause, as Mark informs us, they supposed
that he was aspirit. As soon as Jesus was
received on bonrd, the vessel appears to
been miraculously transported to its destin-
ed haven. It was on this oceasion, asg we
learn from Matthew, that Peter, with cha-
racteristic impetuosity and seif-confidence,
asked permission to walk on the sea to
Jesus.  When he saw the waves heaving

. around him, his faith failed, aud the sup-

porting haud of his master alone saved him
perishing.  The story of these remarkable
events, /s given to us by the three evange-
lists, is one of the many proofs to be found
in the gospels, that there was no collusion
among them, but that each one described
the occurrences which he saw just as they
impressed his own mind. While their
accounts often differ, however, they never
disagree ; and this makes their testimony,
in the estimation of enlightened cxiticism,
all the more convincing.

Vv, 22.27.—The multitude which had
been miraculously ted by Jesus, finding that
he had unaccountably disappeared, and
knowing the place to which his disciples
had gone, followed in vessels which left
pext day; and when they found Jesuns at
Capernaum, weve anxious to know by what
means be had come thither. Our Lovd
instead of satisiying their curiosity, dirceted
their attention to their own hearts, and the
motives under which they were acting, not
from truc faith, from mere sclfishness,—
They sought him not because his miracles
proved him to be the Messinh, but because
he had miraculously fed them and they
hoped that the same power which had done
this, would make them richand great. He
solemnly cautions them against that world-
liness which is engrossed by the objects of
time while it neglects those of eternity.~—
e does not intend that they should not la-
bowr for their daily bread, but that they
should be still more diligent in seeking spi-
ritual food—the doctrines of the gospel,
which nourish the soul; the more preci-
ous part, as bread supports the body. This
nourishment, enduring to everlasting life,
he himself would bestow ; and his miracles
were the seals, or credentials which proved
that the Father had sent him for this pur-

ose.
P Vv. 28, 29.—Impressed by this warning
they ask what good works it was neeessary
forthem to perform, for the idea of meriting
salvation by his own performances, is usu-
ally the last delusion that the sinner aban-
dons. Jesus ioforms them that the greas
work of God, which alone he required of
them, was to belieye in the Son whom he
had sent, and to look to him for salvation.

Vv. 30, 31—The sentiments expressed
in the verses under consideration are so va-
rious, (compare 34, 41, 43) that we have
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