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echools and academies. To the native sons
and daushters of Nova Seotia, the highest
welfare of Nova Scotia must he, ever shall
be, an oYject of the deepest interest. And
how can we hest manifest this deep interest
wii-h we take i the highest weltare of
Nova S-otin! In sundey ways that can
be doe, but in no way more hencticially
than by doing what we can to grive a pure,
preachied gospel to all of its inhabitants,
Many of its inhahitants have been leavened
by the gospel; and some of these with
commendable zeal have either gone forth
themaeves, or have aided others to go
fortir, to tell the poor benighte! pagans the
way of salvation,  Praise-worthy cfforts
have heen put forth to extend the limits of
the Releener's Bmpire on the far-distant
isles of the ocean.  DBut what have we
doue for the remoter portions of our own
native land where the living voice of the
prewhor is seldom if ever heard, where the
sound of the charch-going bell breaks not
the sa lly solemn silence wiiich reirns over
distant hamlets and settlements!  Where
are the manifestations of that deep iuterest
which as Christians—even as lovers of our
country—we would be expaeted to have in
the less favored portions of the land of our
nativity ! Enter we the great majority of
our churches, and we hear prayers loud
and long, and we doubt not, sincere, for the
success of the gospel throushout heathen-
dom. Read we our religious periodicals
and we find apneal after appeal for the
equipnent of mission ships, and the sup-
port of fureign missionaries. Glance we
over the statistical tables of our church and
we see the foreign mission columu groaning
beneath the liheral cuntributions which
year after year arc set downin it. But
how scldom do we hear the fervent prayer
put up in our churches in behalf of the
home 1ission enterprise!  How coldly
would he received the appeal to aid in the
work which it aims at accomplishing!
How lean appears this column in the sta-
tistical tables! Ye sons and daughters of
Nyva Scotia, is this the way ye sheuld
treat the land of your nativity! Far be it
from us to say aught that would lessen the
inter2st now taken in the Forcign Mission

enterprise. Al honor, we say, to the sclf-
denying men and women who have left the
swects ofeliome, crossed the deep, wide sea,
and gone forth to preach the gospel to
those who were shrouded in the darkness
of heathenism!  All credic to such as
liberally wive of their substance for the
support of those who have thus gone far
hence to make known Christ to the perish-
ing. But should we not seriously ask our-
selves whether we are to overlook the near
while our hearts go forth to the distant—
whether, when we exert oursclves for the
weal of the stranger we are to neglect those
who are yet uncivilized in the land of our
nativity, At this moment there is o large
nwmber of preaching stations within the
limits of Nova Scotia proper, most of
which require more or less assistance from
the fumls of the Ifome Mission. In the
course of a short time many of those sta-
tions by proper culture will become self-
sustaining congregations, In the wmean
time, however, they look to the more highly
favored portions of our land for some sup-
port as look half-grown children towards
their parents. Prince Edward Island, after
a long period of comparative destitution, is
no'v pretty well supplied with a Preshy-
terian ministry.  In Cape Breton, however,
there is a wide field for Home Mission ope-
rations, and as yet little has been done to
overtake the destitute localities of that in-
teresting island cxcept by the emiployment
of a few catechists.

In addition to this, ever-recurring de-
mands arc made upon the funds of the
Home Mission by 18 regularly orranized
congregations as vet unable to support the
ordinances of relision among themselves,
withou* some assistance. Thus congrega-
tions receive annurlly sums varying from
$40 to $200 according to their necessity.

Without burdening the columns of the
Record, or wearving the patience of the
reader with particulars, we may safely say
of our native land what Jehovah once said
of the land of promise: there remaineth yet
very much land to be possessed.

And where shall we look for the where-
withal to take possessien of these destitute
localities, if not to the persons who recog-



