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E THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.
8N The grand conflict of ages is still going
R os vigorously as ever. The Pops is
wending for all power, secalar as well as
Si-ious, His agents are everywhere active,
+Jing ap trouble wherever they can.
ogimany is kept in disquiet through the
Bghyal intrignes of the Ultramountanists;
i the Government, sustained by a vast
jurity of the people, is pursuing its
e of ropression. There is no “ perse-
a” in Germany ; the Government sim-
brestraing Ultramontanists from earrying
k: their programme, which would, if suc-
shal, involve the ruin of the country.
ria i3 the Ultramontane stronghold in
any ; aand there the popalation is al-
equally divided. The Old Catholics
uskiog steady and satisfactory progress.
ate becoming more distinctively evan-
s etill in this direction ¢here is much
for advance.
Belgiura there havo besn crael riots,
p by Ultramontane priests. The
tr5, a3 our readers know, is almost en-
yRoman Catholic, but the population
rided into Liberals and Tltramontanes,
thelatter desire the extermination of
hrer, and are doing all in their power
wethatend. What led to the recent
was the refusal of sqme students to
tethemselves before the “host.” The
funment has shown fivmness and jus-
W dealing with theso disturbances.
! gives Belgian matters importance is
8 et country is made the base of Ultea-
W16 operations against Holland, Ger.

In France the straggle for religious liber-
ty is still geing on—the Roman Cathelic
ecclesiastics always in stern oppasition.
The Government still refuses permission to
the Lutheran Church to establish a college
in Paris. Pilgtimagas ave therage. Tens
of thousands flock to the shrines of fictitions
saints. The « Secred Heart” is the domi-
nant saperstition of the day, and it has
extended to all Popish lands,

1t is much the same in Italy—dominant
superstition—far extending Atheism—~pil-
grimages aud follies on the one hand—scoffs
and sneers on the other. The Pape is still
held by his followers to be a * Prisoner,”
though there is »o excusa for the statement,
Sicily and Naples have long been torment-
<4 by brigands who were too strong for the
law and who were encouraged by the Pope.
An honest effort is now being put torth by
the Government to suppress these vaga-
bonds, Mission work in Italy is meeting
with most enconraging success. Recenily
the Lord Mayor of Florencs presided at the
examination of the Free Church Schools,
distributed prizes, and spoke highly of the
work of the missionaries. .
Aun event occurred on the 17th June well
worth noting and remembering ; it marked a
stage in the downward coarse of the Church
of Romo towards the bottomless abyss of
superstition and ervor. The whole Church
throughout tha world was then consecrated
to the “Sacred Heart,” and the worship of
the “Sacred Heart” is now obligatory.
Heretofore the mouth of June was devoted
to the “sacred name of Jesus;” henceforth

B 1d Switzerland,

it is to be devoted to the ¢ Sacred Heart.”



