
ffViat are the searching victories of' mmnd-
'['holore oi'vanislieditargcs? Whattirc-all
Vieh trumpatings, of' proaîd hiumanity
To the shiort hi8tory of im who made
IE8 isepuichre be8ide the KCing of' Kaaîg8 ?

Yeu, amont, mankind at largo tho martyrs have a faine higher and purcor
eyen than thoso who may have wvon the highcst carthly honours. The naine
of' John the IBaptist is perpetuated with honour, whiic thoso of Uerod and
Pontias Pilate are covered with infamy. The meinory of Brown, of Puiest-
bill, the humble carrier, is treasured in the hearts of' thousands, whiie ail the
efforts of' the great literary leviathan of' the l9th century (Sir WValter Scott)
aud others of sinîiar spirit cannot preserve the memory of? Oivcrhousý froni
the execration of mankind. And so more real, more truc, more heart-iblt, is
the esteein which the wvorid holds tho names of' Jo!hn Hluss and JLore of
Prague, oh Ilidiey and Latimer, of [Jamilton and Wishart, and the multitudes
who in humble sphores have shed their blood for the testimony of' Jesus, than
any rcgard it has for the mighitiest earthiy couquerors either o? anciet or
modemt tianes, flot to speak o? the Neros and Domitians wbo have filicd the
highcst thrones o? earth.

But it is a sinall matter tmuly to such to be judged of man. What is the
brcath of hurnan applause compared with those hionours beyond this lifb to
whieh they are advanced. IlAter thisq 1 beheld, and Io! a great mi'titude,
which no man can number, cf ail natione and kitidreds and people and tommges,
stood before the throne and before the lamb, ciotbed with white robesandj
with paims in their hands. And one o? the eiders answered, sayingr unto mnee
What are these which are arrayied in white robes? and whence camie liîcy?-
And I said unto hlm, Sir, thou knowest. And ho said to me, These are they
which came out of great tribul/ation and have washed their robes and miade
thorn white in the biood o? the Lamb, therefore are thcy bef'ore the throne of
God and serve hini day and night ln bis temple; and he that sitteth on the
throne shahl dwehl amont, then. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
any more ; neither shahl the sun lighit on thein nor any heat. FrteLm
which is in the midst o? the throne shail fced thein and shahl lead then into
living, fountains o? waters, and God shahl wipe ail] tears fron their eýycs.'
These word- are frequenthy used as descriptive o? the final stato o? ail Chis.>
tians, and in a degree the words may be justiy s0 appicd. But this is not
the proper and peculiar design o? the passage. Ail Christians cno esi
to have "4come ont o? great tribulation ;" and the best interpreters agree ln
opinion, that the passage bas a speelal reference to an agre of persecution, and
was designed to comfort the Ohurcli in the midst o? severe triais, when anany
ofber nenibers wouid bp ealled to pass to heaven ln a fiery car, by showing
the speri honours and glories roserved for such. As we then conteinplate
our departed friends as having joined that white robed company, wi nyw
raise our hearts and voices even in thanksgiving and praise to Ilin Who in
grace and nierey bas counted thein worthy o? sucli a giorions position.

Trhirdiy. The martyrdona o? God's servants brings bonour and blessing es-
peeialiy to that portion o? the Ohurch thus tried, and to the Church gcncraihy..
The rtýgiment of an army, that whioh is chosen for some partieularly arduous
and dangerous duty, feels that an honourhbas been conferred hipontit, and wh e
it bas borne itsei? nobly ln the fatah close, wbiio it mouins fbm the brave Who
have falien, it looks upon its torn banners and »its thinned- ranks with. proud
satisfaction as the evidenco o? the glory o? its achievements. Its very losses,
when borne in honorable confliot, are the moumnf'ul tokens of-ità blood bought
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