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1 have engaged myself; Sir. to justify the

deerees of the Chureh upon the Eucharist, to shew
juu their conformity with the doetrine revealed by
Jesus Christ and transmitted tous in the two-fold
deposit of the scriptures and tradition. The first
of these yuu have just been examining, andin it
you must Yave discovered the principal dogmas,
which the Chyrch ob¥iges usto believe. The seen-
nd is now- aboat to be !aid open before your eyes,
and in it you Wil see these same dogmas tasghtat
all times, and indtbitably deriving their origin from
the preacling of tte apostles, Itisan immense
field to pass over; buthe not alarméd ; the ages,
with which aboveall it will be our business to be-
come well acquainted, are the most ancient. We
will confine oursclves tothe six first s-and by pro-
ceeding methodically, we shall avoid the confusion
«ato which we should otherwise be throwa by the
quantity, of monuments, facts, and *passages,
which- will- successively, present themselves s
0 us., ‘We will begin by arranmng them
.nto classes, into general gnd particular proofs.
The former will bring us acquainted with the be-
uefof all the Churches of the world at once; the
.atter will shetw us the testimonies seperately given
hy particular teaches in its favour.

FIRST GENERAL PROOF DRAWN FROM THE DISCI-
PLINE OF SECRECY.

“Everv person who shall pay any attention to the
Fistory of the first ages of the Church will be struck
with a point of discipline which ¥ propose here te
investigate with you, and whichregards the invio-
lable secreeyfobserved by all the faithful on the sa-
cranients, and especially on that of the altar. Je-
sus Christ gave it as a precept to his disciples,when
hie commanded them under ﬁguranvc expressions
unt to give that which is holy to dogs, nor to cast
pearls before swine. When be instituted his au-
cust sacrament, he would have tione but his apos-
tles for witnesses : and we see that afterhis exam-
ple” the apostles never celebrated but insecrecy.
The seripture positively remarks that they mét
daily in the temple, and there pro“!ongca their pray-
yers, but that thoy entred into the interior of ‘some
private house to pamclpatc of the body of the
L0rd for this undoubtedir ie the sizn-fication of the

brcal.mg ofbreag,m thcstyle of the New testament:
the first cnigmatical expression upon the-Eucha-
rist that we meet with in antiquity; an expression
morcover, which, while it was well compréhended
by the christians, could not be uitderstood by the

unbelievers. Tknow that St. Paul has spoken moref{f.

openly and [ bave mysell’ quoted his words : but
he was writing to the Corinthfuns : his Jetter was
addressed and entrusted to the discretion of the
clergy of this Church, who read only to the faith-
ful those passages, which were forbidden to  thuse
who were not of the number ofthe faithful,. We
must say as much for the passoge in which St
Ignativs, speaks with more clearness, of the
Eucharist in hus epistle to the inhabitants of Smy-
rna,

In ancient times the sacraments were designated
under the general name of mysteries,which signiﬁcs
“hings hidden. They were adninistrated in pri-
vate assemblies, after sending out all those who
‘were notinitiated.  Until the time of the celebra-
tion it waspermitted to the catechumens, the strin-
gers, and even the unbelievers {0 remain. They
assisted ut the prayers, and the lessons that were
read from the old testament by lectors, from the
new by priestsordeasons. They could moreover
hear the explanation of the scripture, reserved o
the bishops, sometimesbut rarcly, delcgated by
them ton priest. In these horeliesor public ex-
planations of the scripture, the preachcr was €.~
ceedingly cautions niot to speak of the mysteries, or
if his subject obhged him to make allusion to them
hedid 1t with extreme reserve, covering the doc
trinc under enignatieal terms, that it might not be
understood by the catechumens or the pagans.
We do notspeak clearly of the mysteries before
the catechumens, said St. Cyril of Jerusales* but
we are often constrained to use obscure expressi-
ons, in order that, making oursclves well underst-
ood by the instructed ﬁu;hful those who are not
somay not receive injury flomit. 5t. Ambrose
says also, “ that if he had spoken of the'sacraments
it would have been,notto instruct them in them,
bt to make a discovery of them by a kind of trea-
chery.” Nothing is more common in§t, Chry-
sostom than. this manner of speaking ; “The inia-
ted alonc know it : the mysﬁcs,are instructed in it
—l would wish, says he again, to gpeak out clearly
uponbaptism 3 but 1 dare not on account of those
who arenot initisted. These persons mgke the
cxphcauons of these things more difficult to us,

by obliging us either to speak.obscurely or to dis-

cover bidden things: and notmthsxandmg,! will

Jcsplain mvcc,i‘ asfarasl po&*xbl; can, in covertand|
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veiled terms.”  Inthe other Fathers, particulary
in St. Augustine, we frequently find concealments,
phrases and sentences broken offand purpescly ob-
scured, on the subjectof the Eucharist.

You see clearly, Sir, that this reserve never lea
viag them when they spoke  public, did not fo:-
sake them when they took the pen and composed
works to coufound lieretics, pagans and jews. It
they had divulged the secret in their writings, i
would have been as vidiculous as useless to be so
scrupulously careful & skilfully discrect-in treating
the subject in theirsermons. Saint Cyril of Aleaan
dar satisfies himself with answering to the objecti
ons of Julian the Apostate against Bnphsm, “ that
these mysteries are so profound,& so lofty, that they
cannot be comprehended but by thoso who have
faith: that therefore for fear,that by discovering the
mysteries to ihe uninitiated, he should offend Jesus
Christ, who forbids holy things to be given todogs
and pearls to be cast before swine, he will mot yn
dertaking to treat ofthe more profound parts o
them.” And wfter having touched somewhat upon
it, headds « thnt he would say much more abou.
it, were he not afraid of being understood by the
uninitiated, because, says he,people gen crally rid.-
cule what they do sot understind, and ignoran
persors, not even being aware of the tscakness o
theirminds, contemn whigt thew ought mostto ad
mire:” Remark the reserve they imposed upon
themselves in the works destined for the public, 1
ig here cxprcssly mentxoned as well asin other fa
thers : and we have alwagsa Tight to suppose i
even whenit is not ahnounced in express ‘terms.
This habit of precaution and silerce, so genceral n:
the primitive ‘Church, continued up 1o the com-
mencement of the fifth century, when we sec that
Innocent I replying even toa bishop who had con
sulted hisn, dares not toopen hiwselfin tvriting
upon the mysterious partaf the Eucharist, « As
for the rest,says hc,wluch it is not pcrmxtted meto
write, we shall be able to speak of that by word <.
mouth, when you shallbe here.” Hear now
what manner the Abbe Flcury dmws out in few
words this dlscnplme oft secrecy mzh hu usual accu-
racy. and precision. Xt was customary tokeep the
sacraments conccaled, not only from the unbelic
wers, butalso from thc catechumens and they nue
only did not celcbratc themin theic preseuce, bu.
they dared not even telate to them what passed i
them,uo: speak even of the nature ofthe sacramen:.
They wrote still less about them ; and if; in a pub
lic discoursc, or ina writing whxch might fall into

prophanc hands, they were olliged to <rcak of the



