
The old castie of Heidelberg,
comnmanding a magnificent vieiv of
the Valley of Neckar, is one of the
noblest ruins of Europe-majestic
evon in dccay, frauglit 'with mem-
unies of Poenpl and Power and

1getrof battie, siege and sortie,
tiiat stili stir tie blood. A short ride
broughit us to the old imperial. City
of Fraikfort-on-thie-.aii, -%hlere
is stili seenl the hall in which for
well-nigli a thousand yoars the cmn-
Iperors of Germany wvere elected, and
thc square ivhere neithor " Jews nor
swine " were permiitted to enter.
Yet the Jews becamie here one of the
dominant forces of Europe, without,
tihe aid of whose înonoy-bags no war
could ho ivaged.

Most tounists miake the descent, of
the Rhine in a single day. We took
it Ieisurely in two, enjoying to the
foul the panorama of its vine-clad
siopes and miany-castled bis, and
stopping over-night at quaint Cob-
leutz, whlere the Eînperor Drusus
bridged the swift.flcwing Moselle,
and in whose old cliurchi Chanie.
magne partitidned bis empire.

The stately ininster of Cologne more
completely than any other fulfilled
the ideal of Gothie architecture; but
while a ina gnificent national monu-
ment, it is degraded by puerile
legends of the 'IThree \Vise Men,"
or Gipsy Kings, of Bible story, and
by many apocryphal relies. More
absurd stili is the story of St.
UTrsula and the eloyen thousand
virgin martyrs wvhose relies are
shîowiî to, the devout or curious, the
skuills on shielves wcaning embroid-
ered caps, the other boucs arranged
iii fantastic devices. As of special
sanctity are shown the right band
and left foot of Saint Ursula, a spine
Of the crown of thorns, an alabaster
vessel, one of the water-pots contain-
ing the wvater made wine at Cana in
Galilee-though it could neyer bave
hield two or three firkins as de-
scnibed ini the sacred narrative3. I
" &posed " for a moment thc garrulous
custodian of these relics by asking-
hiow lie was sure of the identity of
tie saints whiclh lie so confidently as-
serted to ho thoso of St. Ursula, and
thc rest. After an impatient slrug of
the shoulders lie ivent on as fiuently

as ever. 1 wonder, how lie could
keep his gravity iwhile recounting
such palpable fables.

The splendid architecture of the
new streets of Cologne wvas the most
progressive-looking, thing we saw in
Germiany.

A longy ride across the undulatin-
Plains of Eastern Belgiunm, cultivatcd
like a gardon, and studded with
busy manufacturing towns-Nainur,
Lioe, Louvain, and many another-
brings us to thc gay capital, Brussels
-a, lesser Paris, with statoly streets
and noble architecture. The new
Palais de Justice, it is clainiecl, is
the largest building in Europe-a
colossal pile, rivalhing iii massive
niajesty the structures of Babylon
and Nineveh. A visit to the picture
gallery of the mad painter, Wiertz,
ivas like a nightmare vision-a most,
extraordinary blending of the gro-
tesque and horrible. H1e ivas an
ardent hater of wvar and war-makers,
and twvo nover-to-bo-forgotten Pie-
tures are his "ILast, Caninon," in
whidhi a mighty angel wrenches ini

pioces the deadly enginery of war,
ivhile attendant angels proclaimi over
a war-scarred world the mild tri-
uînplis of peace, and bis " Napoleon
iii Heil, " in whidhi thc victimis of the
.îrch - despot's cruelty invoke the
wrath of heaven upon his head.

A couple of hours' ride brigs us
to Antiverp, our last City on the
Continent. It iwas the festival of
thc Assuniption of the Virgin, and
the groat cathedral w'as profusely
decorated. A large doll-like figure of
great age and sanctity wvas arrayed
in a richly - embroidered mantle
bedizenied witli jewollery and costly
geis. Eveni Rubens' famlous, pic-
tures and the solemnity of the great
cathedral-the only one in thc world
haviîîg a nave and six aisles-seeîned
vulgarized by the tawdry spectacle.
Not so. the beauty of thc noble spire,
whose tracery seeniod as delicate as
Mecdhuin lace-fit, said Naptloleon, to
ho put in a glass-case-as seen from
thie siquare with out, ivith its

11Beautiful îidchimes,
Low at Uies and lond at tinies.
Andi blending like a poet's rhiymies."

A fitting conclusion of tlie jour-
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