
I ou Wieh to employ mue as al conquit-
flle doteetive 7 I

INol that onlY. I Vaut yoîîr Opinionu
se a judicious man-as E aillua of thîe world.

I wait to know wlîat 1 ouiht to do

udxt. I hope to (lad Y.uîill lîr able to

tell mue."
Ho epoke in littît-, shiîLh, jerky oîît-

burats. andl it seeied t0 île tlîat to pencik

at all wa.s very painaul to hlm, aend that

his 'wlll ai tluroaîgh was overridiîug hi

iflcliflîtioii8.
I l's veî-y deluate tliîîg," uîai l he. "One

docs not 11k-e to s3peak of oît"s domestie lit-

taira 10 sî raugera Il seeu-s *dreadful to
diuucuss the conduct (>1 oiies %vite witle two

men whoin 1 have lever sen efitcore. It's

horrible to have to do it. But V've got

to thue endl of my tetlier, anda 1 mui-t have

adv.ice."
IMy dear Mr. Girant Mumario -»lie-

gau Hoinefi.

Ouuà7 visitor aprang front lus chair.
Wliat 1"I ho erieal. ', olm know iuuy

naine ?"I
"If YOU WiSlî to Preserve your incognuito,",

said Hrolm',s, satiling, " I slioulal suggest
that you ceaee to write yonr nane upon
the lining of your ha', Or eIse that you
turn the crown t iwards the luerson wbou

YOU arc addressing. 1 was about to may

that My frienal andl I have listecue to
many strange secrets in this room,and tlîat

we have hua the good fortune to bring

peace to many troubled souls. I trust that

WO may do as mueb for you. «Muight I heg
YOu, as time May prove to lbe of impor-

tance, to lurnish me ivitb the facts of your

Case witbont fuxther delay?Il

s

«-THIB XNTIIDOTEB*

lit; torehiead iiq if hie fouiid it bitterly bard.
Front every geeture and expression 1 coula
set, tha, lie vas a rcscrvcd, solt-containod
mian, Nl tii a dastu of pride in his nature,
miore likely to bilde lie wounds than to ex-
pos.e th,'în Tlien nîîddenly wvith a tierce gos-
titre o., lu4 elosed hand. like one wvlo
tlirowt; roserve to the winds, ho began.

.The facte are these, Mr. Holmes," i.aid
lie - 1 ain a married lutin, and have been
go for tluro years. Ditrirg that timo my
w i e and 1 liîvo loved cli lai otlier ne fond-
lyV. and lived as liappily. iLs 8ny two that
cver ivere Ioineil. 'aVe klive not bila i dit-
ferenco, not cite. in t,'.iîrkt, or wvord, or
<Iced. And nov, silice Jîîýî Monday, there
lins suddenly sprîuig up a barrier botween
niq, and 1 lind ttat tlore is sornething in
lier life and iii her tlioîglita of which 1
kiîow as little as if slc %ere the womnn
wliio taruëlues by tie in the strect. Wo are
cetraîîged. niai 1 wntit tii know why.

Now tliero is ono thiung thât I want to
iiipress upon you bel ore 1 go any fur-
ther, Mr. Hlolmos. El! ie loves me. Don't
let there be any mietake about that. She
loves nie with her wbole heart dnd 80111,
aîîd nover more than now. 1 know it-T
beel it. 1 don't want to argue about that.
A zian can tell easily enough when a wo-
man loves liim. But theo's this secret
l>etweon uis, and we enu nover be the 6ame
until it la cleared." <

-Kindly lot me 'have ithe facte, Mr-.
Munro," raid Hlolmnes, lvith soute impa-
tience. I

l'Il tell you what 1 know
about Elfie's history. Sho was a
widow when T Met ber tirst,

Our visitor again passed bis baud over though quite young-oely twenty-live.

Her l'allie tdieui %va Mrs. Blobron. 'Sho
went ont to luierîea wheu elle Wols 3oung
and lived in tlîe towuî of Atlanta, where
site mîarricd Iisi Ilebrou, wlio was a la.w-
yer witlî a good lîractice. They had
one child, but te ytgflo% lever broke ont
badly in tlîe place, anud hotu lîu8band and
child died of it. 1 have Qeen lus deiîth cer-
tificate. Titi#; 8ickened bier of America,
a'sd elle carne back to livo with a maiden
aunt at Panner, in Middlesex. I many men-
tion tlîat her linslnd hall loft ber coin-
tortably off, aund ttîat alto ball i capital
of about lour th,)usand livo hundred
pounds, wlîich baid been so well invostcd
by hlm tbat it returneci an average of 7
per cent. SLe liai only beeiî six monthi;
aut Piner wbon I met lier; wve tell in love
witb eacb other, anal we uuarricd a few
weeks alterwards.

II ciii a bdp merehalnt nt>.-elf, AlId iti3

1 bave an iîîcome of seven or. eight human-
dred, wc found ourselves conifortahly off,
D&nd took a nice eighty-potuod-a-yeaî- villa
at Norbury. Our little place wvas very
countrilical, cousideriug that lt ls go closo
to town. We bad an inn and tivo bouses
a little chove uis, and i single cottage at
the otbcr aide of the field ivbich faces us,
andl execpt tîtose there wce% no biouses îîîutil
you got half-wvay to the station. My
business took me into town at certain sec-
sons, but in s3ummor 1 had less to do, îand
then in oair country homo my wif.e auud I
werc jtLqt as hanppy as cotula ho wi8lhed.
I tell yom tl.at there nover wats a 8lîndow
hetwee) lis unti*ý this a-,eursedl alfair began.

"Tlîere's one tbiig 1 ou.-lît to tell you
belore I go fardiera. Whcn we niarrical,
iny -rite u' aover aIl lier property to me
-ratlier ag(iinst iUy will, for 1 saw bow
awkward it woîîld lie if my business nf-
lairs went ivroaug. However, site woullI
have it so, andl it wvas done. Well, about
six weeks ago ac !aille fo nie.

I'Jac, saial ste, 1 when you took My
iioiiey yoni eaid thiat if ever 1 wantcd any
I wa8 to ask yoîx for it.'

Certa:nly,' sidi I,'It'a att you- wvn.'
'Wel1,' cmaaid elle, ' I want a haindred

potînals.'
II w-as a Lit etaggered at this, for I

boa imagined it vas %iuaply a new arts%
or something of the kunal that sue wa8
ailter.

«'Wbat on eartb for?" 1 as8k',d.
«Oh,' eaid she, lu hcr pInyýu1 -way,

you said tlîat yon wcre only Muy banker,
and bankers nover ask questions, you
know.'

Il' Il you really menu lb, o! course yon
shall bave the money,' gala I.

I' Oh, ycs, I refthly men it.'
«And yoax won't tell me what you

want lb for?,
"l'Somte day, perbaps, but flot just at

present, JTack.'
IlSo I lead to ho content with tient,

though it was the lirait time that hore


