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climate, elevation above the sea, low prices, distance}sevem] State governments, to promote the applications
from markets, aud so on ; kut to those social and class of science to your home agriculture, as it is strikingly
obstacles which, in so many places, and in so many | shown in the numerous surveys and reports which they
ways, interfere not only with the rapid extension of vur, have causcd to be made and published, in respect to the
kuowledge, but with the diffusion of what we already | geology and agricultural capabilities of the several parts
possess as to the application of science to the rural arto. | of the Union. ~ In this respect your State of New York
1 may enumerate as belonging to obstacles of this kind ;| occupies a most distinguished position, and its inhabi-
1sl. The aversion to theory, as it is called, which is tants will uo doubt reap from their well directed exer-
50 generally professed by practical tarmers in most tions, arich harvest of deses ved fruut.
countries of the world.  Rash and haesty theotisiug in;,  Again—this great Agricultural Fair, the implements
regar ! to agucultuse, it is tight to scjeet; the error lies; and stock here exhibited, the countless numbers who
in confounding with such theory cvery thing that does | have entcred the show yard to see them, and who now
1ot appear tu bear direetly upon the imore comnion ope- | surround us—impress upon & foreign visitor, the obvious
rations of the fani—as it chetuistiy, ot the chetist for usefilness and efficient management of your Agricul-
example, could be of no use to the faimer, because he tutal Societies, how much they are doing, and how
dues not intefere with the Laudling of the ploughi—ur | zealously they are supported. To those at a distance,
with the shape and ranagement of the deill machine, o1 | who cannot look upon you with their own eyes, your
the harrow. !annual publications speak. I have myself been both
2d. The small anount of taleut hitherte in all coun- | interested and instructed by the former volumes of the
tries considered necessary 1o fit a mau to become an ex-, Transactions of your Society, and I have heard them, in
celleut farmer. This not ouly lowets the general educa- a public meeting in Scotland, most highlv spoken of,
tion and attaintuents of the “agricultwral class, and the jand favorably contrasted with the published proceedings,
estimation in which they are Teld—Lut it unfits themy, ; even of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scot~
as a budy, readily to appreciate the labors, or to listen to i land. It gives me pleasure o express rpy opinion, that
the counsels of tuen of svicnee, however prudent aud ,the volume for the present year is not only equal to its
practical they muy be. !predecqssors, but contains matter highly creditable to
3d. The special deficiency, among all grades of the  the Society, and useful to the advancement of scientifie
agricultural community, (in England among_ landlords, |agriculture. . Lo
among tenants aud among laborers,) of any instruction, Farther—The interest which, as individuals, yon
in the elementaiy parts of thuse branches of knowledge [take in the promoticn of agriculture, by the acquisition
by which the principles of agriculture are especially|and application of new knowledge, may be gathered
itlustrated. from two circumstances—first, from the establishment
4th. The extreme sub-division of the laad, which|and liberal endowment of chairsof science in connection
ou may not see in this country for many generations, | with agriculture, by private parties, in two, at least, of
%ul which already exisls as a great evil in some of the your state universities—a liberality at once most patri~
countries of Europe. It prevents the use oi improved, otic and most judiciously applied ; and second, from the
implements, and therefore the encomagement of agri-| causes which led to the recent visit to Europe of your

cultural mechanics—because the farmer 1s too poor to
buy anything but the merest necessaries. It prevents
also the purchase of manures, natural or artificial, to any
extent—the employment of paid labor in farming—and
generally all those foilus of improvement which de-
mand an outlay of capital, or to which the occupation
oP a considerable breadth of land is a necessary pre-
requisite.

5th. An obstacle peculiar to your country, and to its
present transition state--and it Is really a serious obsta-
cle to improvement—is the feeble local attachment by
which the proprictors of the more newly settled districts
are bound to their farms. This appears in the fact that
so many of your farms are for sale. Few families have
vet become so attached to their locations as to be un-
willing to sell them, if a fair offer be made. The head
of the family trusts to his own skill to do better clse-
where for aﬁ his household, with the money for which
they may be sold. This state of things will pass away
asage creeps over your commonivealths and institutions,
but 1n the meantime it operates as a serious hindrance
to the expenditure of money in embellishment or in costly
improvements, which might possibly not enhance, in a
proportionate degree, the value of these properties in
the market.

I merely mention these social obstacles, for although
some of them do, as I am informed, exist to a certain
extent in thus State of New York, yet I would rather
express my high opinion of the much good 1 have found
among you, than appear to detract from your just
deseris, by discovering and commenting upon wantsand
defects which in your hurry to get forward, you have as
yet scarcely had time to discover, much less to sapply
or remove.

ENCCURAGFMENT TO AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE IN
THE UNITED STATES.—Of the good I see, for example,
I may specify the enlightened desire exhibited by your

countryman, Mr. Corman. Him we were led to
look upon as a deputy from the individual farmers of
this and the adjoining states, to the farmers and agrie
cultural assemblies of Great Britain—for it was your
individual encouragement and subscriptions, I believe
and those of your societies, which induced and enabled
him to come among us. As your deputy, he was every
where received—every where kindly, { believe, as so
kind hearted 2 man deserved to be—and every where
with a desire to give him the fullest iniormation on
every subject that might be useful to you.

Gentlemen, in the minds of some of your countrymen
whom I have met, not so I hope in yours, a wrong
impression exists as to the feelings of my countrymen
towards you as a community, or as individuals. We do
not envy or regret your rapid growth and pros¥erity as
a people—we are proud of it.  We do not dislike you
individually—we are predisposed, rather, to see good in
youand to like you. Whatever sour men on either side
of the water may say, you may rest assured that there
;1S a corner in almost every heart at home, which_ espe-
jcially warms towards the North Americon, whether
from the Colonies or from the States, and @ warm seat

at many a fire side, if he will come and occup{' it. It
may be old fashioned, gentlemen, but we all still think

at home that blood is thicker than water, and if any of
you doubt it we beg you, hke Mr. CoLman, to come
among us, and honestly and frankly to try whether it is
50 OF not.

If I were asked to give a special reason why a know=
ledge of the scientific principles of agriculture is more
necessary among vou than among any other existing
people, I would mention the great extent of your terri-
torial dominion, and the varied soils, climates and cul-
tures, which your people encouhnter, as your dominion
over the forest and prairies extends. When yoiz take
, this fact in connection with another, which i no less




