26 THE BATTLE OF YORK

Sheaffe had retired his men. The enemy had cracked
the nut, but found the kernel empty.

There has been a great deal of discussion upon
this event as to whether it was accidental or inten-
tional, and some confusion has been caused by con-
founding this second explosion with the first one
which had taken place just a little before in the
western battery.

What had occurred was as follows: When Gen-
cral Brock had condemned a previous powder maga-
zine, which was a small wooden shed only sixty
yards from the King’s or Government House, a new
one had been constructed on the waterfront of the
fort. A sketch by Lossing shows it as a low build-
ing below the parapet of the fort, close down by the
waterside. All doubts as to its position have been
cleared up by the discovery of the original plan of
1816, by Dr. Doughty, of the Archives of Ottawa,
and published in the Hvening Telegram by Mr. John
Ross Robertson. In this the exact position is given
and marked “ Hollow left where the magazine was
blown up on April 27th, 1813.”

There was at that time a long ditch under the
whole western face of the old fort below the ram-
parts and strengthened by sloping pickets, as shown
on this plan of 1816. The road from the western
battery followed along the bank until it reached this
ditch when it turned northward, and turning to the
right, crossed the ditch on a bridge to the entrance
of the fort. The magazine was three hundred feet
further to the east from the corner and on the water
side below the south-western bastion. This maga-



