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have, at their own great Cost and Charges, under-
taken an Expedition for Hudson’s Bay in the
North-west Part of America, for the Discovery of
a new Passage into the South Sea, and for the find-
ing some Trade for Furs, Minerals, and other con-
siderable Commodities, and by such their Under-
taking, have already made suck Discoveries as do
encourage them to proceed further in Pursuance of
their said Design; by means whereof there may
probably arise very great Advantage to Us and
Our Kingdom. AxD WHEREAS the said Under-
takers, for their further Encouragement in the said
Design, have humbly besought Us to incorporate
them, and grant unto them, and their Successors,
the sole Trade and Commerce of all those Seas,
Streights, Bays, Rivers, Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds,
in whatsoever Latitude they shall be, that lie within
the entrance of the Streights commonly called
Hudson’s Streights, together with all the Lands,
Countries and Territories, upon the Coasts and
Confines of the Seas, Streights, Bays, Lakes,
Rivers, Creeks and Sounds, aforesaid, which are
not now actually possessed by any of our Subjects,
or by the Subjects of any other Christian Prince or
State. Now kKxow vE, that We being desirous to
promote all Endeavours tending to the publick
Good of our People, and to encourage the said
Undertaking, HAVE of Our especial Grace, certain
Knowledge, and mere Motion, given, granted,
ratified, and confirmed, and by these Presents for



