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This is opposed to the continental 
view that', only Warships actually en­
gaged in blockading have the right to 
seize vessels. The same powers oppose 
the continental contention that a bel­
ligerent has a right to destroy seized 
vessels before trials, as was done for 
instance by Russia with British mer­
chantmen during the late war.

The conference will differ on the re­
sponsibility of a neutral power for a 
ship leaving one of its ports as a mer­
chantman and afterwards being trans­
formed into a man-of-war as in the 
case of the Alabama.
States naturally supports the view 
that the neutral power is responsible, 
very strongly, and she finds support 
not only from France and Japan, but 
also from Great Britain. The other 
powers represented take the opposite 
view'.

The right'of belligerent ships to coal 
in neutral ports also has divided the 
conference into factions. America. 
Great Britain, Japan, and France con­
tend that a ship should make but one 
visit to a neutral port and be given 
only sufficient coal to carry her to a 
home port. The other powers, how­
ever, hold that a ship should be allow­
ed to visit a neutral port and fill up 
with coal as often as she can.

Other Questions largely technical 
will be considered.

Today’s session was brief. The for­
eign secretary In his address thanked 
the various governments represented 
for having accepted the invitation to 
the conference. He declared that 
Great Britain was actuated by the 
single object of assuring the success 
of the prize court convention drawn 
up at The Hague. “This convention,” 
he said, "Is firmly established and will 
remove many difficulties which have 
hitherto been potential causes of con­
tention among the nations.”

COUNTY COURT OPENS 
ON MONDAY MORNING

NO FURTHER CLUE 
REGARDING KNOWLES

other valuable considérations to per­
sons entitled to vote.

That they have been guilty of giving, 
offering or promising offices or places 
of employment to influence voters.

That they have been guilty of mak­
ing loans, gifts, offers, promises, pro­
curements and agreements.

That they have been guilty of ad­
vancing money for other persons to 
use in the securing of votes.

That they have been guilty of pro­
viding, either directly or indirectly, 
drinks and other refreshments for vot­
ers, in order to unduly influence them.

That they have been guilty of undue 
influence and intimidation, or endeav­
oring to intimidate or influence voters.

That they have hired or promised to 
pay for the hire of carriages or other 
conveyances to carry voters to and 
from the polls.

That they have raised a central or 
general fund with which . to„ pay the 
expenses of persons travelling to and 
from the polls, end that tickets and 
money .were supplied voters from that 
fund.

That they were guilty of persona­
tion or inducing others to personate 
qualified voters, and that persons pre­
viously found guilty or corrupt prac­
tices have been employed, contrary to 
statute.

LIBERALS PROTESTING 
BARNARD’S ELECTION

crackers was confiscated.
The catch is considered by the police 

of the Twin.Cities to be most import­
ant. The men under arrest give these 
names : G. E. Howard, Thomas Burnr 
er, Edward Leburg, Harry Dean, W. 
J. Stolz, Joseph Brown, Mike Berm- 
ingham, John Baker and Gustaf Pet­
erson.

CONFER WITH LOCAL 
MEMBERS OF OODY

\

♦

/ i

Search After the Missing Man 
Leads to No Definite 

Results

Petition Was Filed Yesterday 
—Ralph Smith's Seat is 

Also Attacked

Fifteen New Cases Set For 
Trial—Names of Actions 

and Solicitors

Officials of Canadian Manufac­
turers’ Association Visit 

Victoria
Steel Company Wins

Montreal, Dec. 3<—According to a 
private Cable received in the city this 
afternoon from London, the' privy 
council has decided that’ clause 3, 
which stipulated the kind of coal the 
Dominion Coal company was to sup­
ply to the Dominion Iron & Steel com­
pany, must stand, which practically 
gives the decision of the famous 
to the stèel company.

To Unseat Mr. Sifton.
Brandon. Man., Dec. 3.—A petition 

was filed this morning against the re­
turn of Hon. Clifford Sifton for Bran­
don.

Tourist 
Urge (j

tThe United
a (From Saturday's Daily)

The police are no further ahead in 
their search after Alexander Knowles, 
the Wapella, Saak., man who left the 
Dominion hotel here on November 2, 
stating that he was going to Vancou­
ver, and who was last seen in that 
city when he left the Hotel Métropole 
ostensibly on his return to Victoria. 
What additional facts the police have 
been able to obtain appear to sub- A 
stantiate the theory that the man, 
while on his way back to Victoria 
either fell off the. boat through acci­
dent or took his own life by leaping 
into the waters of the gulf.

When the man's prolonged absence 
was first made known to the police by 
his brother, James Knowles, who ar­
rived herè last Friday from Wapella 
under the impression that he would 
be met by Alexander, the authorities 
wrote-to the Vancouver police In the 
hope that they might throw some light 
on the mining man’s actions while In 
the Terminal city. Alexander Knowles, 
before leaving the Dominion hotel here 
stated that'he was going to Vancou­
ver and would be back in a day or 
two. It has been ascertained that he 
went to that city, put up at the Hotel 
Métropole, had his breakfast, and then 
departed saying that he was returning 
to Victoria. That was the last the 
authorities can learn of his move­
ments.

The almost invariable aftermath of 
a closely contested election made its 
appearance yesterday in the shape of 
a protest against Mr. Barnard’s elec­
tion. The petition is signed by one 
Peter Minckle and was filed by Col. 
Gregory who put up the necessary 
thousand dollar deposit with the re­
gistrar of the supreme court. The 
petition is of the stereotyped kind 
following the wording of the Contro­
verted Elections act, but does not In­
dicate the specific acts relied upon to 
invalidate the election.

Mr. Barnard is not attacked person­
ally and his disqualification is not de­
manded, the allegation being that all 
the dreadful things hinted at in the 
petition were done by agent» In the 
meantime Mr. Barnard is not in the 
least worried. He knows that he and 
his friends
square an election as ever was 
in Victoria, and while some such move 
was expected as a last, desperate re­
sort, the Conservative candidate is not 
losing any sleep over the matter..

It is possible that countercharges 
may be made. It» is known- that the 
Liberal organization made a free and 
corrupt use of money during the cam­
paign, and there is a great deal of in­
teresting evidence in the hands of the 
Conservative executive. This matter 
is now receiving the attention of Mr. 
Barnard and his advisers.

(From Saturday’s Daily)
The December county court opens 

next Monday, and the list shows fif­
teen new actions set down for trial, 
as well as seven which, have been al­
lowed to stand over from the Novem­
ber court. A list of the new cases 
with a short statement of the causes 
of action, follows:

Richard vs. Kynaston—An action for 
work done and goods supplied in erec­
tion of a building for the defendant at 
Cadboro bay.
3430.46. Defence is that the plaintiff 
was hired at 33.50 per day, whereas 
he has charged at the rate of 60 cents 
an hour. The account is disputed and 
3500 counterclaimed for damages for 
alleged unskilful work and unlawful 
retention of plans. J. A. Aikman for 
plaintiff and A. J. Kitto for defendant. 
' B. C. Marine Railway Co., vs. Stew­
art & McEachren—An action.to recover 
moneys secured by a bond given to the 
sheriff in a replevin action. Amount 
claimed is 3200. Defendants deny sign­
ing the bond and say that the condi­
tions contained in any bond has been 
fulfilled. Also that the plaintiffs have 
been guilty of laches. Eberts & Tay­
lor for plaintiff, McMIff & Bird, of Van­
couver for defendants.

Wetenhall vs. Brackman & Ker—A 
claim for 3300 by way of damages for 
breach of contract. It is alleged that 
certain wheat sold was not according 
to agreement Defendants claim that 
wheat was -sold without any stipula­
tions. E. J. Prior for plaintiff and 
Barnard & Robertson for defendants.

Jay & Garrard vs. Sutton—The 
plaintiffs sue for 3500, the amount of 
a check given in part payment of some 
timber lands, which was stopped at the 
bank. The defendant 
plaintiffs did not carry out their agree­
ment, and that he gave the check un­
der a misapprehension. As a result of 
the agreement not being adhered to, 
defendant claims he has suffered dam­
ages and counterclaims for $140 dam­
ages. Barnard & Robertson for plaint­
iffs and McPhillips & Heisterman for 
defendants.

C. P. R. vs. Oliphant—An action for 
3101.94, balance alleged to be due 
freight bill.

(From Saturday’s Daily)
A somewhat informal but very inter­

esting conference, the first of its kind, 
was held in the Board of Trade rooms 
yesterday afternoon between Messrs. 
J. E. Walsh, of Toronto, the manager 
of the transportation department, and 
R. W. Breadner, of Toronto, the man­
ager of the tariff department, of the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, 
who were accompanied by Mr. R. H. H. 
Alexander, of Vancouver, the secretary 
of the B. C. branch, and the local 
members of the B. C. branch of the 
association.

Mr. E. A. Pauline, the vice-chairman 
of the B C. branch, was in the chair, 
and there were also present Messrs. 
H. J. Scott, D. R. Ker, B. C. Mess, 
James Leigh, W. J. Pendray, H. Smith, 
W. E. Staneland and Lemon, members; 
and amongst others, who were non- 
members, were H. B. Thomson, M.P.F.. 
and W. Trewartha James, of the Tyee 
Copper Company.

The workings of the different de­
partments, as well as the material 
advantages which resulted from mem­
bership in the association, were care­
fully explained and a considerable in­
crease in the local active membership 
is expected to occur as the direct re­
sult of these discussions.

They had a similar conference on 
Monday last with the local members, 
merchants and shippers in Vancouver, 
and returning to the mainland by this 
morning’s steamer, will confer during 
this afternoon with the leading repre­
sentatives of New Westminster’s man­
ufacturing and mercantile Interests. 
They leave Vancouver for Eastern 
points and home tomorrow.

Messrs. Walsh and Breadner who 
have been making a detailed tour of 
all important western points with 
the same object in view, left Toronto 
about the 13th of November and after 
paying visits to Winnipeg, Calgary, 
and other towns In the northwestern 
provinces, entered the province of 
British Columbia under the very hap­
piest of auspices, by way of the Crow’s 
Nest Pass railway,

It is hardly necessary to say that 
they are deeply impressed with the 
climatic and many other striking ad­
vantages which in such an eminent 
degree form the natural dower of this 
great western province, and have had 
a most delightful time throughout 
their entire trip.

REPORTcase
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fdAmount claimed is
Against Mme. Steinheil

Paris, Dec. 3.—The body of Mme. 
Japy, Mme: Steinhell’s mother, was 
exhumed today. A preliminary medical 
examination showed that the spleen 
was intact. This fact tends to prove 
that Mme. Japy’s death was not due 
to strangulation, as appeared when the 
body was discovered.
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VENEZUELA THREATENEDconducted as fair and 
fought

Dutch Warships Make Demonstration 
Off Coast—Castro Thought to 

Have Ducked *
LOWER POSTAL RATE

. ------------ .....
Germany And United States Agree On 

Reduction From Five to 
Two. CentsWillemstadt, Dee. 4.—Three Dutch 

warships, the battleship Jacon Van 
Helmskeerk, with, the cruisers Fries- 
larid and Gelderlànd, have made a de­
monstration .against. Venezuela. To­
gether they steamed yesterday along 
from Puerto Cabello to La Guayra, at 
a distance of 3,000 yards from shore. 
The Jacon Van Helmskeerk returned 
to this city this morning. The two 
cruisers- âre going to -Maracaibo Where 
they will make similar demonstrations.

The demonstration of yesterday is 
regarded ' as Indicating that the pre­
parations for an effective blockade of 
the Venezuelan coast are completed. It 
is reported here that the Netherlands 
battleship DeRulJter left Holland yes­
terday for* this poH.‘ *

Paris, Dec. 4.—Some of the newspa­
pers express ■the belief that President 
Castro has deserted Venezuela forever. 
They say that for years he has been 
sending money to England and France, 
where they estimate he has ,360,000,000 
deposited.

upo:Berlin, Dec. 3.—The United States 
and Germany have’ arranged for a 
postal rate on letters between the two 
countries of two cents instead of the 
existing rate of five cents. The new 
rates will go into effect On January 1. 
Members of the chamber of commerce 
declared they were placed at' a dis- 
advan

Alberta Farmer’s Success
Calgary, - Dec, 4.—G. P. Deardoff, 

a farmer on Irrigated land within the 
Canadian Pacific- irrigation block, 
north of Langdon, has this to say: "I 
had- 200 acres in oats this year, which 
returned 14,806 bushels, or 74 bushels 
per acre. I sold my grain from the 
thresher at 26% cents per bushel, or 
319.61 per acre. This crop and what 
ground I have sown for a crop next 
season has all been worked by one 
four-horse team and one man. My 
taxes amount to eight cents per acre.’!

New York, Dec. 4.—The convention 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers closed today.
Smith, New York, was elected presi­
dent.

The Inquiries made by the Van­
couver police elicited the fact that 
Alexander Knowles had oh several 
previous occasions, stayed at the Hotel 
Métropole when he went to Vancou­
ver and that hé always handed the 
clerk there a large, sealed envelope, 
which he declared contained valuable 
papers and which, should anything 
happen to him, was to be forwarded 
to the address written upon the en­
velope. This package Knowles re­
ceived back from the clerk -before he 
left the hotel to return to Victoria 
on November 3:

This apparent fear that he would 
suffer some accident or that Something 
might happen to him, coupled by his 
remark made to a friend, Mr. Bligh, 
prior to leaving Victoria for Vancou­
ver, that if hé did not return Bligh 
was to take charge of his papers and 
books, is taken by the police to indi­
cate that Knowles, who was known to 
have suffered fro,m hallucinations, had 
done away with himself. He had I 
eral times, since his arrival here early 
in September, declared to friends that 
ho was being followed. Sometimes it 
was the police tyho were shadowing 
him and on one occasion he declared 
that the clerks at the batik wère dog­
ging his footsteps. From the fact that 
Knowles’ overcoat Was found lying in 
the- smoking room Of the Princess 
Beatrice on which boat he wôuld have 

(From Saturday’s Daily) travelled on his return to the city from
After a lengthy discussion during Vancouver, the polio* believe that the which the whole .question was gonl mamWded the boat alright but that 

over and fapts and figures reconsider- ?n highway across the gulf lje came to 
ad the streets, bridges and sewers 
committee at last night’s session do-
Pfcfded to recommend to the city coun- tnd&P.K offlCegn^ ahd ——
Oil that the report of Artliu* K Adam*, I**»
the city’s water expert, on the mater h®: Ia- no5
question, be adopted. Mr. Adams ad- known, however, Is where t8ê hand 
vised thé city that, in -his opinion, it hw“
would be advisable to tot the contract ™e trip, has disappeared to. He 
for half the required number Of hod It when he left Vancouver,, but it 
meters, about' 1,750 to T. A. Johnson, was not found on board the boat; • 
local agent of the manufacturers of When the- disappearanceofKnowles 
the “Trident" meter, and: as he be- was first reported to the police, the 
lleved that type ”D" Worthington National Trust Company, of Winnipeg, 
model, was worthy of a long test in in whose hands Knowles had -placed 
order that Its capabilities *mtght be his will, executed In 1904, and to whom 
ascertained before the balance of the .he- had given directions for handling 
contract is let,/he recommends that an his estate should he die, was 'written 
endurance test of the “Trident” and to and an answer Is expected In a 
“D” model be made by the city. This few days which may throw some light 
recommendation has already been upon, the missing man'» business re­
adopted and these two meters along latlons though it is not expected that 
with the “Nash,” another meter tén- apy clue to the mystery of his di sap - 
dered upon and the third dut of the pearance will -bp furnished, 
entire-lot for which tenders were put . James Knowles, the brother of the 
in, which was considered at all by the 
expert, are noW undergoing a test at 
the Yates street pumping station. This 
test will be continued until March at 
which time, Mr. Adams suggested, the 
city could decide upon what make it 
would choose to complete the full or­
der for meters.

The quotations submitted for the 
full amount of the three styles - of 
meters were: Trident, 338,618,30;
Worthington, type “D” 333,835; Nash,- 
339,647.14. .

The owners on Government street 
Toronto and Niagara streets have .
practically accepted the proposition °t the report is that the average price 
recently made to them by the city re- Per pound at which creamery butter 
latlve to the widening and Improve- has been marketed this season Is 
ment of that portion of the thorough- 25.432 cents, 
fare. The city offered to pay one third 
of the entire cost of the work, this 
cost to include the amount required for 
the expropriation of sufficient land on 
either side of the roadway to make 
the street of uniform width. The own­
ers suggest that the city, when the 
work, is undertaken, will have all the 
wires placed underground or move the 
poles back from the roadway to the 
boulevard, make the street a uniform 
width of fifty-three feet, move back 
the sidewalk on the west side of 

, Government street between Slmcoe 
street and Niagara street and lay 
down a macadam and tar pavement 
from Toronto to Niagara streets.

The necessary bylaw to authorize 
the raising of funds for local Improve­
ment work on Alpha, North Park and 
Cook streets and Dallas road will be 
introduced. *

Nanaimo Election.
A protest against the election bf 

Ralph Smith has also been made, and 
in this case, too, the petition was filed 
yesterday. Like the Liberal petition 
It follows the general wording of the 
act, and does not go into specific de­
tails. What evidence may be in the 
hands of those who are protesting 
Ralph Smith's election is not known, 
but it is a matter of common know­
ledge that personation was rife at 
Esquimalt.

Altogether It Is exceedingly possible 
that by the time all this litigation is 
concluded the Liberal majority at Ot­
tawa will be reduced by one, and that 
a number of prominent Liberals will 
be exceedingly sorry that they spoke.

tage as against their English 
competitors doing business with Amer­
ica. The postal administration hesi­
tated to make the reduction and espe­
cially at this time, owing to the fact 
that th’e deficit in the budget’ requires 
great economy and makes it" neces­
sary to find new sources of revenue* 
but the ministry considered that the 
advantages to be derived from- the new 
arrangement outweighed the mainten­
ance of revenue. Another point In 
favor of the new rate is the fact that 
large quantities of German mail for 
America are being sent , by freight to 
England and posted there.

states that the

Jesse M.

-

ADAMS’ ADVICE ON 
METERS IS ACCEPTED

on TRADE BAROMETER 
IS STILL RISING

The railway company 
says that by an- error a bill for less 
than the legal rate 
This was paid, and now the company 
sues for the amount of the mistake.
Defendant says that he paid in good 
faith the bill presented him and fur­
ther that he paid for some goods billed 
him by mistake for which he counter­
claims 325. G. A. McMullen for the 
C. P. R-, and McPhillips & Heisterman 
for the defendant.

Youlden vs. Tulk—A claim by a 
waitress foé 317 for wages earned. The 
defendant denies the agreement and 
says plaintiff left his employ without 
notice in the middle of the month.
Bradshaw & Davie for plaintiff, and 
George A. Morphy for defendant.

Frapk Crpmpton ve. C. Electric 
Co.—A claim for 31,000 damages for 
an;:electrlc ’ shock. The Jjlaintiff 
sawing, wood- in his cellar When his 
saw touched, an electric 'light wire 
with the result that he was so severely 
burned that he had to go to hospital. Hamilton 
The defendants deny any liability, and Calgary " 
say that in any event the accident’was st John” 
due to the plaintiff’s negligence or else ~ "
was an unavoidable accident. J. A 
Aikman for plaintiff, and McPhlIlips/&
Heisterman for defendant.

Victoria Machinery Depot, Limited 
vs. Joseph Suatras, master of steamer 
Delta—An action for 4155.04 for Work 
done and goods supplied, the defend­
ant denying all liability. Sydney Child 
for.plaintiffs, and Moresby & O’RelHy 
for defendants.

HOW BULKHEADS
PLANT AT ALERT BAY Mayor : 
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TO RECLAIM MESOPOTAMIA etr!” j

Charmer Accident Calls Attention to 
Progress Toward the Unaink- 

able Steamer Packers’ Association Under­
takes Large Work—Pro- 

' gress on Mines

It is an historical fact that the area 
between the Tigris aid Euphrates Riv­
ers in Turkey-tn-Asia, consisting of 
about 3,000,000 acres, once supported 
a population of from ten to fifteen mil­
lions, where it now contains less than 
?,ne million. In other words the once 
flourishing land of Nebuchadnezzar is 
now almost a desert waste, with count­
less ruined citieÉ, and only here and 
there a hamlet marking an oasis which 
haa been preserved from destruction.

Of important bearing, therefore, up- 
on the deterioration of this territory is 
the announcement of the Turkish Got* 

19.2 .... ermritnt that1 they have engaged Sir
Winnipeg .iwiecto,329,6(H) 28.9 .... William WHicocka to supervise the con- i
Vancouver.- ...v!' 8,894,000 .... 1.4 ,templated irrigation and canalization
Ottawa -a,” $866,000 3.1 .... works In Mesopotamia and elsewhere.
Quebec ....... s.2,395,000 .... 14.6 Somè four years ago Slf William Will-
Halifax, .......,,>1.700 000 .... 12.3

1908000 4A*Ô Ballon works on the Tigris and the
xmZ :::: g«aofarnd,e^B^*p°sn
1,108,000 ..... 24.4 modern scientific principles. In the
1,084,000 15..3 .... cold weather of 1905 Sir William vis-

867,000 .... 17.1 *ted Bagdad and made a rough survey
of the country. Upon hie return to 
Bombay he gave enthusiastic estimates 
if the future of this ancient country.

The new Constitutional Government 
of Turkey has given Sir William the 
opportunity he has long sought, and 
bis plans have been accepted by the 
Young Turk Party in control with en­
thusiast». The future of Turkey lies 
in Asia," has become the motto of the 
day. The magnitude of Sir William’s 
schemes may b.e guaged from the fact 
that rough estimates place the irrig­
able land at nearly 3,000,000 acres, the 
expehditure at 3106,000,000, and 
copitai value of the land when Irrigated 
at 3300,000,00. The possibilities * 
vast:

In- the days of the Assyrian and 
Saasanian kingdoms the delta of the 
ljgrls and Euphrates was the • granary 
of the world. This alluvial plain 
tending 400 miles inland from the 
out shores of the Persian Gulf 
celebrated for its,, fertility. "Of all 
countries that we know." wrote Her­
odotus, there, is none so fruitful in 
grain. It yields commonly 200 fold 
but when the production is greatest 
even 300. fold, and the blades of wheat 
and barley plants are often four fin­gers in breadth."

This productiveness was mainly due 
to irrigation. The great Nariwan can- 
al .took off from the Tigris on the 
left bank, and supplied a whole plexus 
of canals and Irrigated an immense 
area before it rejoined the river a lit­
tle below Badral. On the eastern side 
the Dijail canal, over 100 kilometers 
long and 50 meters Wide, Irrigated the 
lands above flood level as far south as 
Bagdad. In the neighborhood of Bag­
dad these labyrinthine canals convert­
ed the plain into one vast garden. But 
the preservation of titanic hydraulic 
works argues the existence of a strong 
central Government. The crumbling 
bassanian kingdom was riven by the 
Arabs, and the desertion of its ancient 
bed by the main, streeam of the Tigris 
out off the supply of the mighty canals 
and left them high and dry. The Per­
sian nobles and landlords were pow­
erless to repair the dikes, the main por­
tion of the canal system became oblit­
erated and the smiling garden 
combed to the conquering desert.

Nevertheless, all the conditions which 
made ancient Chaldea a laughing 
dornlaand remain, except the human di­
recting force. The Tigris and Eu­
phrates carry to the seea enough water 
to make the desert blôssom again, and 
to float the laden argosies to the ocean. 
The soil needs only water to resume 
its traditional fertility. Even now the 
traveller cannot fall to be impressed 
by the evidence of amazing agricultur­
al wealth revealed by the close-packed 
2;t»gT°Ye‘Vn the fl00d lands of the 
Shatt-el-Arab, and at Basra the océan 
going liners carry their 
grain In bulk. Nothing is needed but 
nmney brains, and labor to make the 
Tigro-Buphrates valley Just such a 
waving wheat field as the Chenab and 
Jhelum canal colonies. This is the 
task to which Sir William Wilfcocks 
has bent all his energies.

Streets Committee Will Re­
commend the Adoption of 

Expert's Report

Bank Clearings in Some Cities 
Show Large increases—

U, S, Reports Good
The first reports of the accident to 

the steamer Qharmer at Vancouver 
stated that "after the collision the 
Charmer commenced to sink.” The 
steamer would have floated,. however 

, had she been practically cut in two 
between the bulkheads, and the only 
effect of the flooding of her forehold, 
where the big hole was torn on the 
starboard side, would’be to throw ! the 
steamer’s head down.ii) the water.
The bulkhead* of tHC'JCbarmer werç 
renewed when" the steamer underwent 
her big overhaul about two years ago 
and are In excellent condition.

It was in the seventies that the first 
bulkheads were built In steamers. The 
first made was a steel wall twelve feet 
abaft the bow, from keel to deck, 
known as the collision bulkhead. This 
was the first step. Engineers after­
ward evolved the next phase of the 
“unsinkable” ship, bulkheads at each 
end of the engine room and stokehold.
Then came the Guion liner Arizona, 
late in the seventies, with collision and 
engine room bulkheads and the holds 
divided with watertight walls. When 
the Arizona was tested,„by hitting an 
iceberg on the Grand Banks, the ar­
rangement showed its value. The bow 
was crumpled and .the x forepeak was 
filled, but the water went no. further, 
and the Arizona’s escape was the 
ine sensation of the day.

For a time the steamers equipped 
with bulkheads were regarded as’ un­
sinkable, and then came the Elbe dis­
aster in 1892. A colliding steamer Indian Agent Halliday, while here, 
struck the Elbe astern and ripped a will purchase necessary supplies for 
peat hole, several compartments be- the addition to the Alert Bay Indus- 
ing opened and the vessel filled and trial school, which is being consider- 
sank. This tragedy called -attention to ably enlarged and improved. At pre- 
the need of not only better life-saving gent nineteen boys are attending the 
facilities, but also better bulkhead ar- " schoôl but next year the attendance 
rangements. Compartments were in­
creased and made smaller, and noth­
ing disturbed the complacency of the 
builders until seven years later, when 
in 1899, the ship Cromartyshire ram­
med the French liner La Burgoyne, 
and she went down with 500 lives. She 
was struck in the side and was less 
than art hour in sinking. Despite her 
watertfghts the French vessel went 
down as quickly as the Arctic, Oregon," 
and other vessels of the pre-bulkhead 
days. It seems the creyv, panic-strick­
en, omitted to close the bulkheads, 
which were closed by hand- then. Now 
they are closed by hydraulic pressure 
automatically, the Kronprinz Wilhelm 
being the first vessel equipped In this 
manner. A year ago these were amply 
tested in’ à collision at Hoboken with 
the British steamer Crown of Castille.
Less than twenty seconds are requir­
ed to shut these doors, the captain 
being informed on the bridge by little 
red globes which Hgbt up as the doors 
close. Mechanical contrivances have 
also been made on large liners where­
by the door’s close automatically if 
water rises In the compartment to a 
depth of two feet.

'A ;
amRenewed activity in the lumber and 

mining industries in the neighborhood 
of Alert Bay is being manifested. W. 
M. Halliday, Indian Agent at that 
point, who has arrived in the city on 
business connected with, his work, 
stated yesterday, that |n a short timê 
the -B- C. Packers’ Association wiH- 
SwWe installed the new Plant which 
is beiing placed in the mill recently 
leased by the association from the 
Church Missionary Society and as soon 
as the mill Is In ’working order the 
association .expected tp trtrn out about 
400,000 boxes per year besides supply­
ing the local trade there’ with lumber. 
The mill, which was erected 
years ago by the 
society, has been 
the improvements being put in by the 
Packers’ association, a considerable 
number of men will be engaged and a 
consequent improvement in business 
conditions at Alert Bay is looked for.

Work, is also being prosecuted on 
some coal properties in which Victoria 
gentlemen, including John Arbuthnot, 
are-interested. A gang of men is now 
engaged sinking a shaft, which is at 
present down about 80 feet. A four- 
foot seam of coal has been located by 
the preliminary borings at a depth of 
155 feet.

New York/ Dec. 4.—Bradstreet’s
weekly bank etoâSMngs for the Domin­
ion of Canada': .'V I Per Cent

City ' k nlount Inc. Dec. uently 
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R. G. Dun . & Co.’s weekly review 
of trade tomorrow will say: Colder 
weather brought, a better retail de­
mand for seasonable merchandise, and 
holiday trade made good progress, but 
assortments are not wholly satisfac­
tory because of the conservatism of 
many dealers, who favor adequate 
stocks.. As confidence is steadily gain­
ing and the number of unemployed is 
decreasing, there is an effort to aug­
ment supplies that necessitates over­
time work by shipping department*. 
Industrial activity is maintained, ex­
cept where it. is Customary to limit 
operatons for inventories at this sea­
son. Recent advances in pig iron are 
held, although there is less pressure 
to provide for the needs of 1909, while 
the steel industry is almost normal, 
except for the big railroad contracts 
that are still deferred, 
payments are gradually Improving. 
Railway, earnings thus far reported for 
November were 0.9 per cent less than 
In 1907.

Money rates continue low, however, 
and foreign exchange is held close to 
the gold export point by the return of 
securities from Europe.

Commercial failures this week in 
the United States were 287, against 
204 last week, 252 the preceding week, 
and 316 the corresponding week a year 
ago. Failures in Canada number 40 
against 25 last week, 26 the preced­
ing week and 20 last year.

Bradstreet’s state of trade tomor­
row will say: Colder weather has 
stimulated retail trade throughout 
Canada, and especially in heavy dry- 
goods and winter wearing apparel. 
Holiday trade irç the older sections is 
only fair as yet, but in the west, busi­
ness in this respect is moving freely. 
Business failures for the week 
38, against 26 last year.
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INTERNATIONAL LAWS 
FOR WARFARE ON SEA

missing man, la «till in the city and la 
making every effort to ascertain some 
facts concerning the fate of his 
brother. Mr. Bligh, who has been a 
friend of Alexander Knowles for sever­
al years, has gene to - Vancouver In- the 
hope of securing some more definite 
information of the movements of the 
latter in, that city on November 3.
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Alberta Dairy Industry “
Calgary, Dec. 4.—The dairy Industry 

in Alberta Is in a most flourishing 
condition. The most Important feature

Commercial

will be from 35 to 40.
Next week Mr. Halliday will go to 

Vancouver, where he will be present 
at the Hearing of the case against a 
Vancouver liquor dealer who is charg­
ed with supplying liquor to the In­
dians of Alert Bay. A regular trade 
in liquor has been carried on, the In­
toxicants being shipped. Into that sec­
tion by the case. A number of In­
dians have been fined for having in­
toxicants lit their possession, and two 
have been sent to the New Westmin­
ster jail for short terms.

On his way from Vancouver to this 
city Mr. Halliday was a passenger on 
the Charmer when she ran into a coal 
barge and had to be beached. The 
discipline of the crew is extolled by 
Mr. Halliday who has much praise 
also for the passengers. As some of 
the crew were, fitting on the life belts 
there was considérable Joking by the 
passengers particularly the ladles, who 
twitted one another about the fit of 
the belts. It was evident that many 
of the passengers did not appreciate 
the danger of their position.

London, Dec. 4-:—Th,e conference of 
the powers, called by Great Britain, 
for the framing of a code of laws for 
naval warfare and for the formation 
of the international prize court recom­
mended by the Hagpe congress, was 
opened at the Foreign * office today. 
With an Interval for the Christmas 
holidays, It is expected that the con­
ference will continue until about Feb­
ruary l.

At the request of the British govern­
ment, the powers which accepted invi­
tations, to take part in the conference 
have forwarded a list of subjects 
which they consider should be discuss­
ed. The United States, France, Great 
Britain, Germany, Italy, Austro-Huti- 
gary, Russia, Spain, Holland and Ja­
pan will be represented. The Ameri­
can delegates are Rear Admiral 
Charles Stockton and Prof. Geo. tiraf- 
ton Wilson, of Brown University. 
Great Britain will be represented by 
the Earl of Desart and Captain Charles 
L. Otley, director of naval intelligence 
and secretary of the committee of im­
perial defence. An address of welcome 
was delivered by Foreign Secretary 
Grey.

At the suggestion of Germany the 
powers have submitted their views on 
various points. Great* Britain, the 

'United States and Japan are agreed in 
principle, at least on the most im­
portant proposals, and they may be 
expected to work in accordance, with 
the probable support of France.

There are wide differences of opin­
ion between those powers and the 
other six countries represented. Great 
Britain stands alone In ‘ supporting the 
rights of a belligerent to search 
neutral merchantmen proceeding to 
an enemy’s port under the escort of a 
warship flying the same flag. She 
claims the right of search under these 
circumstances while the other powers 
contend that the guarantee of a neu­
tral power should be sufficient'to pro­
tect its vessels from molestation. It 
is probable, however, that Great Brit­
ain will concede this. In return for 
some point she considers 
sential.

Great Britain is desirous of abol­
ishing contraband entirely. America 
and Japan do not go -so far, but they 
would agree if only munitions of 
should be declared contraband, 
continental powers will urge the 
tinuation of the present system under 
which the belligerents declare what is 
contraband.

Great Britain, Japan and America 
agree qn the method of blockading, 
contending for the right to seize 
blockade runners at any time or piece.

6*

GREAT LIBRARY SALE
Books of Lord Amherst’s -Fine Collec­

tion Now Being Disposed ef at 
Auction

London, Dec. 3.—The disposal of the 
famous library of Lord Amherst, of 

.Hackney, one of the greatest book 
Sales of modern times, Hegan in Lon­
don’, and attracted bibliographers and 
collectors from all parts of the world. 
This magnificent collection was 
brought together during the. past half 
century at a great cost in money and 
labor, and it is being sold in conse­
quence of the heavy financial losses 
entailed qn Lord Amherst through an 
attorney who got away with a-trust 
fund of Which Lord Amherst was 
trustee, to the extent, of 31,256,900.

At a private sale yesterday fifteen 
fine Caxtons wera disposed Of. sup­
posedly to J. P. Morgan, but numerous 
treasures were still left, and the bid­
ding today was spirited. The celebrat­
ed Mazarin bible was sold to a London 
dealer for 310,256, while the “Apoca- 
lypsis Johannis," an original block 
book of the low countries, brought 
310,000. The same volume was auc­
tioned at the Crawford sale in 1887 and 
brought 310,6005 • > -

King Charles I’s copy of the Cam­
bridge bible brought 36,000. A total 
of almost 360,000 was : realised today 
from the sale of 150 lots.

were

Story of Dying Trees
Attention has recently been directed 

to the number of trees in Glasgow 
which are in a dying state, their sick­
ly condition being attributed to smoke. 
A correspondent mentions a singular 
coincidence in regard to five trees 
which a John Pattison panted in the 
centre of his garden in Kelvingrove 
on the birth of his five sons. Two of 
his sons died early In the nineteenth 
century, but three lived until after 1869 
when there were only three of the 
trees standing. On the night that his 
son Matthew died one of the three 
trees fell, and on the nights of Fred­
erick, and John’s death (some years be­
tween) one of the trees fell, certainly 
as ’ the writer remarks, a singular co­
incidence.—Glasgow Herald.
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Calgary Payroll
Calgary, Dec. 3.-*Yesterday the city 

paid out 317,056.85 for two Week*1 pay 
to the city employees as follows: 
Gravity system 32,870.45; electric 
light, 31,187.60; new mains, 31.639.45, 

:and public works 311,408.35. During 
the -month of November Grain Inspec­
tor Hill inspected 5778 cars of grain, 
against 400 cars in the saine month of 
1907.

Cholera in 8t. Petersburg
St. Petersburg, Dec. 3.—There were 

26 new cases of cholera and four 
deaths from the disease during the 24 
hours ended noon today. The prefect 
of St Petersburg has. sent out an ulti­
matum* to the municipal authorities, 
saying they will be superseded unless 
effective steps to Wipe out the epi­
demic are immediately taken.

Found the" Proper Head
A bright girl in a large school applied 

to her teacher for leave to be absent 
half a day on the plea that her mother 
had received a -telegram which stated 
that company was on the way.

“It’s my father’s half sister and her 
three boys," said the pupil anxiously, 
“and mother doesn’t see how she can 
do without me because those boys al­
ways. act so dreadfully.”

The teacher referred her to the print­
ed list of reasons which Justified, ab­
sence, and asked if her case came un­
der any of them.

"I think it might come under this 
head, Miss Rules,” said the girl, point­
ing as she spoke to the words, “Domes­
tic affliction.”—Philadelphia Ledger.

MANITOBA PROTESTS
Seats of Sevep Out of Eight Conser­

vative Members Elected Are 
Attacked By Liberals

Winnipeg, Dec. 4.—Protests have 
been filed under the Dominion contro­
verted elections act against seven of 
the eight Conservative candidates re­
turned in Manitoba In the federal elec­
tion of October 26 last. The petitions 
are against Alexander Haggart, Win­
nipeg; G. H. Bradbury, Selkirk; G. 
Campbell, Dauphin; W. H. ' Sharpe, 
Lisgar; Dr. Roche, Marquette; W. D. 
Staples, Macdonald, and A.-J. Melghen, 
Portage la Prairie, and with the ex­
ception of Winnipeg and Selkirk, are 
almost entirely on statutory grounds. 
In these two there are special counts, 
some of the points of Which are of con­
siderable interest.

The statutory grounds named in the 
petitions are briefly as follows:

That the candidate by himself, by 
his agents or by other persons on his 
behalf, has been guilty of bribery, 
treating, personification or undue in­
fluence, eadh of which terms is defined 
under the act.

That they have been guiltjf of giv­
ing or lending, agreeing to give or
tori, ofeting nr promising money Ar

. cargoes of
Call to Minister

Brandon, Man., Dec. 8.—At a meet­
ing Of Brandon Presbytery, a call from, 
the Crescent street church, Montreal, 
was presented to and accepted by Rev. 
R. W. Dickie, and translation 
granted.
able to commence work in Montreal on
JanuaiV 20.

For Missionary Movement
Toronto, Dec. 31—At a banquet of 

Anglican laymen It was reported that 
21 out of the 34 Anglican churches in 
Toronto had subscribed 375,000 for the 
missionary movement.

The Intellectual Preference
London, Dec. 3.—A resolution ex­

pressing gratification at the success of 
the reduction of postal rates 
papers and magazines from the United 
Kingdom to Canada was passed at a 
meeting of the council of the British 
empire league hq|d in the House of 
Commons yesterday,

Toronto, Dec. 3.—&eo. Adamson, for­
mer water rate comptroller for the 
city of Toronto, was found guilty of 
stealing 32,200 frbtn the city and re* 
manded for sentence. ' Evidence was 
adduced that Adamson suffered from 
mental weakness induced by the 
of drugs, •

was
Mr. Dickie expects to be Hold-Up at Farnie

Ferrite, B.C., Dec. 3.—Another hold­
up was reported to the police last 
night near the brewery. Two îùen were 
on their way home and Were accosted 
by four men who ordered them to 
hold up their hands, which they de­
clined to do and made 
the dark.. A couple of 
but, no one was Injured,

’ IMPORTANT CAPTURE
Police of Tw 

of Men
in Cities Gather in Gang 
Believed to Be Pro­

fessional Safe-Craokers
Foster vs. the Globe

Toronto, Dec, 3.—G. E. Foster has 
’ filed his statement , of claim In his 

_ „ - action against Rey. J, A. MacdonaldWinnipeg, Man., Dec. 3.—A special of the Globe. The grounds for Mr. 
from Minneapolis says: Nine men, Feeler's suit for 350,000 damages for 
supposed to be members of a gang of ÿander are statements by Mr. Mac- 
professional safe-crackers, wanted in a. ^ , 0 meeting held at
various' towns of the northwest and °, i,la °” «jfc ’aat> and reported In 
from points in Canada, wère captured extenso ? Gl°he ne_gt day. In the 
here In a raid on rooms at 27 Eastman Mac^onald
“tWeN Oto RmgdahLyor st^Paul ^ter’s^ndllng «Tutors’ ton^si
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Death By Violence
Vancouver, De& 3.—Murder or sui­

cide was plainly Indicated by the partly 
decomposed body of a Japanese, not 
yet identified, found Boating in Coal 
harbor this afternoon. The throat re­
vealed a great gash, the neck Indicates 
two wounds, as from a knife,. \ 
several front teeth are missing.
Jaw -bearing marks of violence.
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"But, Willie,” said the bad boy’s 
mother, “didn’t your conscience 

.you that you were doing wrong?”
"Yes’m," replied Willie, “but you 

know you told me not to believe every- 
tkfn2c I bear.”,
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