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A Plea“i\ : .
Evening at the Hote
Vernon. . . ..

7 ek

(From S’l;turday'é "daily:). Ty

The twenty-ninth annual banquet of

[ ht

Sons of Kugland was held last nig
?Setue Vernon_ hotel, and of this o,cca&
Son the Daugthers of Hngland grace
the festive board aloung with the Sons

for the first time,. ‘There. were abouty

¢ both sexes present, and -Brother
‘1!(1)2 ﬁon. Col. ‘Prior was chairman, an
office 1n which he has sat for .thirt;ea
successive years. ~After the menu ad
been disposed of, aud it Was a very gzg
menu that had been prepared tyy e
host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Pa?;soa:
of the Vernom, tae challnan a;cti =
toastmaster, and propused the hea.thn
the hinz. which was drunk patriotica y:
all present joining in slnging the u:/;
tional anthem.

Bro. J. Uritchley proposed 2 tga&i,:
to tue Navy and Army. He mi'.ehr:x"ei s
the sanuer ?ﬁ Whhc‘l:[ y‘héat?:vgﬁe aarmr
ways doue eir § AT
.:vn)u tuewr help higd mﬂoltygﬂzizglg‘xﬁg
South Atrica with the red b gws
—made another little patch of T g
address was a humorous effect, he v
ferring in a Wwiity manner to the “:.I‘?i
of the ‘recent army commxssxou._d o;:
army and the navy are the pri edi
England and  he advpsegl those la e%
present- who were still in the state 01_
single blesse%ness to marry either a SO
dier or a sailor,: s 7

The toast was drunk amid the strains
of “Rute Brittania,” and Sergeant Sunp:
son responded in the absence of his colx?
manding officer, speaking of the loyalty

of the people of Victoria, and Brother |,

n,  for twenty-two years in the
ull)au‘pye’ ’spoxe on beualr of the navy n
the absence of ‘Commander' Pairy, R.
N\., who was unavoxdably‘ absent O‘g._
ine to the accideng to the Klora. Brn.he
er Dupen referred to his service in the
navy and of the improved treatent a
.orded the tars. ‘Lhere could bé mnoth-
oo y good tor the navy.
ing, he thought, t00 g e P e
He spoke aiso of the good worl;l.therke
tiicers did iudsuvmg \'elsgxe“la& which 1

*lora, had gone asi s i g ;
mf{elv. Dr. Osterout proposed tne nealt}x
of the Sone and Daughters of Knglanc.
He referred in good terms to the prug-
ress of the order, and spoke of his tix-
legiance to Xngland. As long as tS
Sous and Daugnters of Kngland emlsl ﬁd
they would form a buttress to upho
the allegiance of this colony to the Hm-
pire. £

st was drunk and the first o
,"}?el:f %\)%ﬂte and Blue” had been sung
when Brother Hillier, district ermyi
8. 0. E., responded. - He said boloped
Prior, the chairman, had mow occupie
that position for tnirteen years, since
the order was started in Victoria. u::l
told of the prosperity of the lodges, 3nh
tuought the membership wouid be muc
increased during the coming year. At
the next Grand Lodge session a propo-
sition would be made to draw English-
anen in the United States and Canada to-
rether.
. Sister Gladding, D. D. D. O. E,, also
responded. She said the Daughters of
Kngland-had been organized for eleven
years, and this was the first year the
aaughters had been invited to attgnd
the banquet. She said the Daunghters
of England were in eplendid standing,
financially and in" every way. .

The D(’)minion and provincial paflia-
ment was the next toast, proposed . by
Dr. Lewis £all, who recited the:}istorys
of the parliament and referred to the
able men who had sat there. He: spoke
of Sir John A. Macdonald and what his
zoverniuent had done for Canada. ‘L'he
present government was to be thanked
for many things, he said, and he refgr}'e_d
to the position occupied by Sir Wu'tnd
Lauriex. As for the provincial legisla-
ture, past- legislatures had done good
work., Peopie had an idea, he said, that
people who went into politics ‘went in
for their own benefit, but his view was
tiaat wenmbers come out poorer than
waen they went in.

Brother R. Hall, M. P. P.,, who re-
plied, spoke of his pleasure at the at-
tendance of the ladies. He said they
were present as the representatives of
forefuthers who had given them a con-
stitution, a government without oppres-
sion. "There was no serfdom where
Johu Bull planted his grand ol fiag.
Referring to the late South  African
war, he said'it had been fought at great
cost to maintain the constitution of
equal rights to all. The Sons of kEng-
land was not only a benefit society, but
4 semi-national society -to perpetuate
the loyal feeling of the old flag and the
Old Country overseas. He spoke of
the good prospects, and days of prosper-
ity ue beiieved to be at hand, and he
Lhoped the-feeling of attachment to the
Old Country would continue. He some-
times felt, though, that unless the pol-
icy of Hon. Joseph Chamberlain was
carried ount, Canada might someday be
absorbed by the United States. An
Imperial -agreement between :the home-
land and the colonies’ was mnecessary,
and there. should~be material ties be-
tween the colonies as well as sentiment.
He referred in glowing terms to Hon.
Joseph Chamberiain and his work, and
it could now be said that whatever he
and his colleagues did in the legislature
it would be for the interest of the prov-
ince and the city.

Rey. W. Baugh Allen sang and Bro.’
‘G. Gardner proposed the health of the
wmayor aud council. He said they had
jworked well for the interests of the ecity.
The mayor was not present, and Ald.
Iinsdale responded, speaking of how
the mayor and aldermen had watched
the interests of the city, and the present
council had worked in great harmony
and unity.

Ald. G. H. Barnard, who also re-
sponded, s&aid he had oftem wondered
nwhy Emnglishmen were so proud of their
country. He had not wondered@ atter
visiting that country. He also referred
to Hon. Jos. ‘Chamberlain’s efforts to
weld the Empire together.

The *‘Sister Societies” was then pro-
posed by Brother Bull and responded to
by W. H. P. Trownsedale and W, H
Price. - The toast to the “Clergy” was
proposed by Brother A. Lee, and re-
spounued to vy 1tue deputy supreme grand
chaplain, Brother W. Baugh Allen, and
others. “Ladies and Visitors,”” the next
toast was proposed by Brother T. F. R.
Oliver and responded to by Brother Dr.
J. Gibbs; the “Press,” by Brother
Mullins, responded to by Brother Wheel-

Mr. Speaker took the echair at
o’ctock. ; : ", . e
: . krayers were read by. the Rev. .
t@ﬂib Aay, B. A.
e s PIPETTONS - @ :
¢ ‘The - petition irom 4. P. Bremner
and others, asking amendment to Land
‘Act, re. special license to cut timber,
was_ received, . g e
“Mr. Garden presented a petition from
S. Ireland and others, asking legisla-
tion re control .of Vancouver city police.
dLaid on the table. LT
sir. uiouston presented the first report
from the printing comnutctee, as fol-
lows ; S o i o
Legislative Assembly,
Vietoria, Dec. 10th, 1903,
Mr. Speaker,—Your seiect standing
coyuttereouon pl’;in’ung Deg leave to re-.
port as OWR > L8 g r e A
That the committee met on Decem-
ber 10th, 1903.

1. Abstract showing coal and petrol-
eum licenSes granted in East Kootenay
district, outside of blocks 4,593 and
4,504, since August 1st, 1903.
2. Return showing dates of return of
‘ballot. boxes by returning officers in late
election. i

3. Return to an order of the House
regarding coal prospecting licenses in
bg&c;ks 4593 and 4.594 since June 1st,

4. Return re application for recount
in Fernie® election matter.
5. Copies  of correspendeénce, tele-

R, |grams, etc., re Fernie reeount.

‘OHN HOUSTON,
Chairman..

[The Teport was received.
'Mr. Oliver ‘moved that the rule and
orders he suspended that he might moye
the following resolution:
That a select committee, consisting of
Messrs, - Bowser.  Fraser, . Davidson,
Henderson and Drury, be appeinted to
lnq]uire into the working of the British
Colambia Immigration Aect, 1908, with
power to call for persons, papers, tele-
grams and other documents, and to ex-
amine witnesses under oath and report
the evidence to the House. ' Carried.

In reply to Mr. Sweaker’s demurrer
as to acceptance of this resolution, Mr.
Oliver rteferred him to the votes and
proceedings of the Honse in 1902, A
similar course was followed at that
time, and he wished to folla%w precedent.
Mr. Speaker said Mr. Oliver had no

motion was before the House, and it
‘was mot. . Mr. Oliver said this was a
matter of urgencv. otherwise he would
not have taken this course.
. The Premier had no objeetion at aH
to the House adontine the motion, and
he wwould waive all objection from the
government side " that' the resolution
might be heard. .
The ‘rules having been suspended,sgdr.
McNiven attempted to mouve the refdlu-
tion, but was immediasely stopped by
Mr. Speaker, who declared "that -Mr.
QOliver must move the resolution. This
Mr, Oliver did, slightly crestfallen at the
miscarriage of hig  subtle: manoeuyre,
and amidst the lhughter of both sides
of the House. £
Mr. ©Oliver ' then read the enacting
clause of the Immigration Aect, and his
ATgument wqisnthgt the legislature had
deomet - 6 fmateer) - Amportant” tht
‘they had preseribed a ‘penalty of $500
for infringement.. He then went on to
declare that the officers appointed . to
carry out the. provisions of the act are
assisting persons to land in this province
every time a vessel arrives from for-
eign parts, persons who cannot eonform
to the languages seetion. Those officials
were conniving at the entry of Chinese
and Japanese, awho ‘could not pass the
test. He had seen this himself, and
was prepared to substantiate his state-
ments on oath. He denounced this al-
leged infraction of the law as disgrace-
ful. He then insinuated that a certain
recent change in provincial police mat-
ters had been done in connection with
the alleged illegal entries of Orientals.
Mr. Oliver said the provincial govern-
ment had sunk to the level of the Con-
servative party at Ottawa in 1896,
The Premier had listened with con-
siderable interest to the mild tones . in
which Mr. Oliver had voiced his senti-
ments, . (Laughter.) Mr. Oliver had un-
doubtedly put himself on record during
the recent campaign in 'his endeavors
to keep square with the Ottawa gov-
ernment, and said that he had no #ob-
‘jections to any amount of Chinese com-
ing here so long 2s the minimum wage
was maintained. (Applause.) Mr. Oli-
ver had beyond doubt put himself on re-
cord as willing to see the entry of Orient-
als provided the minimum wage was paid.
Mr. Oliver might attempt to deny this,
but that was the position in which he
had placed himself. He was today firing
the first gun in the federal election ecam-
paign, and the Premier wondered how
Mr. Oliver would get out of his awk-
ward fix when he faced the people, who
were determined upon nothing less than
‘total --exclusion. It was possible Mr.
Oliver might possibly have federal am-
bitions himself. If so an interesting
time awaited him on the hustings. The
Premier said he proposed to live up
to his pledges made during the election
campaign. Mr. Oliver had been acting
as assistant inspector of immigration—
(laughter)—and he might, with practice,
make a useful official. (Laughter.)
The ' Premier then explained Trecent
changes in immigration .department ar-
rangements, when the provincial police
had taken over the duties - Not a-gingle
complaint had been meard as to the mode
in which the law was being- enforced.
Mr, Oliver was simply trying to hatch
an election clap-trap here, so that he
could let his party- down easy when the

to see the commission go thorouéhly into

correct the proper steps would be taken
to amend the arrangements, It was a
very- serious . matter to make charges
80 grave against an official on the floor

-l of the House, where he. conld not de-

fend himself. He hoped Mr. Oliver
was prepared to substantiate his state-
fments. . The Premier said he wonld da
all in his power to facilitate the en-
quiry. ’

that. had been before him for some
time. He counld not see how the act
was being enforced. There was noth-

A5 gt s f - That an order of the House be grant-/

| tien permitting the use  of

On motion the follow-|
ing returns were ordered to be printéed: |t

right to address the Honseunless the |

election came on. The Premier, wanted '—-

Mr. MceNiven said this was a matter |,

tﬂdm:‘:a*q%nld 'aelf wl;uhér
; 4 traveler or mot. =
clnnes said, for the information
1 that a Japanese, no
traveler ‘or mot, was
the tax, ; St
‘being put to vote, car-
. 7 MOTIONS. skt
Mr. J. A. Macdonald moved:
ed for a return of copies of all corres-
pondence between the corporation of the
city of sland, or the mayor or any
of the men thereof, and the io;_—
ernment during the month of October,

the police ‘magistrate at Rossland and
t!le% appointment of his successor, Car-

ri

Mr. Hall moved: . .
‘Whereas representations have, from
time to time, been mude to the:Domin-
ion governnfent for the approval of fish
traps ' for, the purpose of the salmon
fishing industry; 1 5 ’

Ang whereas the passing of a regula-

: fish . traps

would be beneficial to the salmon. can-
ning industry of this province; ¥

Be it resolved, that a humble ad-
dress - presented to,His Honor the
Lient.-goy ernor of the province of Brit-
ish Columbia . requesting him 'to  com-
muuicate with the federal government,
urging that govérnment to permit :the
use of fish traps in counection ‘with the
-salmon ‘canning industry,
The Premier said this was a wery.
very important matter, and he was’ sur-
priced that the gentleman who had in-
troduced it had not furnished more eMb-
orate information. He proposed to move
the adjournment of this debate.
‘Mr. Hall wanted to know how the
Premier knew that he was not prepared
to speak on it. :
‘The Premier—Why, 1 was just up in
the nick of time myself; I was just
waiting to see if .you would say some-
thing., (Laughtér.) :
Mr. Hall (indignantly)—Does = the
‘Hon, Premier think I'd come here with-
‘out being ready to speak? (Laughter.)
" _The resolution was held over until
the next sitting of the House:
Mr. Oliver moved : That an order of
‘the. House be granted  directing the
deputy provincial seéretary to return
the ballot boxes used in 'the late pro-
svincial election in the electoral district
of  Fernie to the returning officer for
‘that distriet, for the purpose of pro-
ducing the said ballot boxes before the
(County court judge, so as to allow the
recount . applied for to be proceeded
L with, i
* The Attorney-General, -on point of
order, said this resolution was out of
order, as it propesed to override -the
statute,

In explanation, Mr. Oliver gave =a
resume of the Kernie ballot box case
‘from his point of view. He held that
it should be the object of the ‘members
of the [House to see -justice done, and
}Ae considered this to be simply a ques-
tion of justice.” All they asked for was
the return of those boxes. :

The Attorney-General had observed
with pleasure that the hon. leader of
the opposition did not applaund WMr.
Oliver’s speech, and-he understood that
action to mean that the hon. leader of
the opposition did not approve either of
the speech itself or of the proposal
which was made in the motion. Mr.
Oliver had, in one speech, denounced
the government with all the volubility
at . his command for mot. carrying out
the provisions of.a certain statute; and
aow he was, with equally voluble elo-
cution, denouncing them for upholding
‘another,  Hon. Mr. Wilsop then asked
Mr. Speaker’s rulingas to whether he
could proceed in this matter, and quoted
the section of the statute dealing with
the ballot papers in elections, The see-
‘tion is. negatively put, that .is, in the
strongest possible manner, prohibiting
the inspection of the ballots except bv
certain persons, Mr.” Speaker. himself
or a ‘Supreme court judge, and only

glocution of the hon. member for Delta.
(Laughter.) He submitted, with the
most profound_respeet, that no one ex-

could dare to touch this matter. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr, J. A=Macdonatd contended that a
subsequent statute (1899) had empowered
the examination of ballots, and prohib-
iting the returning officer from return-

the election. Tle Attorney-General at-
tempted, on the word “immediately,”
-in  the- statute (section 132) -that the
returning officer is bound to return the
‘box immediately after the election to

that the government was upholding the
statute. He then went on' to assert
that the returning officer, in order to
defeat the wishes of ‘the electoral dis-
trict of Fernie, sent the box to Vie-
toria, and himself disappeared, osten-

Macdonald urged that the spirit of the
law, as well ss the letter. had been
violated. The Deputv Provincial Secre-
tary held 1iinse hallot boxes illezally:

ing officer,

Mr. ISpeaker held that, once the hallat
boxes hod got into the hands of the
 Deputy Provincial Secretary. they ean
only be taken ont hr the progess. pro-
vided for in section 154 of the Wlector-
ates Aet. He Aid nor know how the
bhoxes had ent into the Denuty Pro-
vincial Seeretarv’s hapds, but in no
“other manmner could they be taken there-
from,

Mr. Oliver appealed from Mr. Speak-
er's ruling.

The question before the House was:
“Shall the chair be sustained?’ The
chair was sustained on the following
division : #
Yeas—Messieurs = Davidson, Haw-
thornthwaite, Williams, Tatlow, - Mec-
Bride, Wilson, Cotton, Ellison, Bowser,
if'raser, Ross, A. ‘McDonald, Green,
Fulton, Garden, Taylor, Wright, Young,
IGifford, Macgowan, Shatford, Grant.—

Nays—MecInnes, Drury, King, Brown,

the matter, and if they were fonnd ![McNiven, Murphy, Jones, Evans, Oli-

ver, J. A. Macdonald, Henderson, Mun-
ro, 7Paterson, Wells, Cameron, Houston.
! AFTER B DOCTORS.
Mr. Macgowan .asked the indulgzence
of the [House to move a.resolution, no-
tice of which was given for Monday
next, as he might not be i5 his seat
on that day. The rules baving been
susnended, Mr. Macgowan moved:
That an order of the House be grant-
for a return of all 'correspondence,
papers, findings and othor doeuments
relating to an investigation lately held

er of the Colonist, and the *Host and|ing to prevent every Japanese in Japan  hefore the Provincial Medical Board .on

Hostess,” by Brother Charles Holmes,
and responded to bv_Mr. Patterson.

The banguet committee was as fol-
lows: Brother J. Dupen, Chairman;
Nisters Isbister, Brothers Ball, C. H.
Pomeroy. Sister Gladding Brother O.
'Griffin, Sister Temple, Brother T. Oliv-
cr, Sister Noot, Brother W. Hill, Broth-
er . Gardner, treasurer; Brother W.
Jones, seeretary.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY.
Austrian Ambassador Receives Filth In-
i tended for Another.

Paris, Dec. 8.—While Count De’ Wil-
kenstein, the Austrian ambassador te
'France, was leaving his carriage tonight
to enter a show in the centre of the city
some person so far unknown threw filth
at him. The ambassador complained to
‘the police, who say that the insult was
not intended for him or for the govern-
ment which he represents.

5 ——_&'—_—-—- i )
+ Monkey Brand Soap cieans kitchen utens
tils, steel, iron and tinware, knives and

landing bere on payment of $2. If the
law conld mot be enforced. it should
be repealed; if it could pe enforced, he
wonld do everything to aid iu its en-
forcement. At present all a Jap immi-
grant had to do was to make a declara-
‘tion that he was a traveler, and he
could enter on paving $2.

Mr. ‘Oliver had listened with amanze.
ment to the Premier. Here Mr. Speaker
cautioned Mr. Oliver to speak to the
motion. and not introduce new matter,
Mr. Oliver retorted that the Premier
had not ohserved this. . Mr., Speaker
said he had, and Mr. Oliver contradict-
ad him. saving. “No, he did: not: bnt
T'll obev yonr ruling. sir.”” Mr. Oliver.
eontinuing, 'went on to say that he wonld
nndertake to wmrove his charges, He
then: slleced that printing was being
done in the government printine office
nnanthovized  hy s’atnte. The Premier
said Mr.» Oliver “xwoe - dnst anibblin~,
which exeited Mr. Olivar considerahlv
snd brought the retort diseonrteous. He
then declared that he wonld nog hore
made-thoea charges on the flooro® the
| Honge wnless he wns certain of thom.
4 Mr. Hawthornthbwaite asked.if he had

forka, and ell kinds o cutlery. e

ever soen’a Jan who was not a traveler
sign those papers.

the comvplaint of A. J. M. Inverarity
agninst Dr. E. B. Honington.

.Mr. Maceowan eaid a charge had
heen 1aid in -this - ease against - the
nhysician.  He ecommented strongly on
the matter, and continning his remarks..
made soma still ctronger references to
certain other medical men whom  he
named in reeard tn their alleged lack
of wnrofessinnal <kl

Dr. Voune (Atlin), nrotested strone-
lv aeainst the langnage emnloved hy
ithe bon. membher. ' He intended. how-
ever, to supnort the measnre, as he he-
lieved that something onght to he done.

Dr. King iCranbhrook), slso protested
against tha reflectione ncainet tha mro-
fescion, which ‘be held stond as high in
Rritish Columbin ns anvwhere. Ha was
in favo» of the. investigation ssked,

M=  Mapeownn, in venle, =aid he
thoneht ha had made himself olaar thet
it wog mot the whola profession that
he meant to stiematize g4

: NTTRKTTONS, -,

Ry Mr MoInnes—Questions of the Hon.
the 'Premier: ;

1. Fow manv annlieatione have hesn re-
ecajved far coal Yiceness apd leages in hlorks
Nos. “4:373  and- 4.504 - in “Somtheast oot-
enay? !

1903, with respect to the dismiseal of'

upon evidence unon oath, not upon the’

cept those mentioned in the statute,'

ing the ballot box until ten days after

‘the Deputy Provincial Secretary—to say

:sibly . on. a hunting expedition., Mr. .

they shonld be returned to the return-

re

|3, If 80, how many, and fo whom?
b the!ntentﬁmﬁ:he government
to grant these applications .
- 5. It so, when? i, G

6. It not, why mot? -« i
: (#'he Hon. Mr. MeBride replied as fol-

*1. As nearly ‘as éan be ascertained,
679 coal licenses have been applied for
--no leases, & £ s

22, Xesy 5 ik 5

‘3. &1, covering, lands . within  lot
4.504, as follows: E. J. Johnson, John
Janiesh, Wm. Senkbiel, Daniel McKen-
zie, David A'racy, John Lewis, Geo. Mec-
Cliney, 18, ¥.. Wa C. A.- Klinge-
smith, John Rudelph, Peter VanDusen,

3. R St s, W. A. Switzer,
Charles . J.  Bulger, Charles Walde,
Thomas Morrison, - Franeis - German,.
Mrs, H. A. Senkbiel. ; g

“4. The government proposes to re-
cognize all statutory rights which have
been secu by applieants for coal and
zetroleumj I in blocks 4,503 and

,084, Southeast Kootenay. It has been
deemed. prudent, in ‘order to avoid un-
uecessary complications, ‘that the land
at"!.rnot dealt ivnt.h m;ph tgg ?lxpn'y of

e period within . whic! sallowances
might be made; about May -1st next.”

Mr. Murphy asked the Hon. the At-
torney-General the following gquestions:

1. Is. it the intention. of -the govern-
ment to proceed with the prosecution
in the case of cattle stealing, for which
A. P. Mclnnes was indicted for the
assizes holden -at Clinton in May last?
If so, when?

2. If it is not the intention of the
government to so proceed, is it the in-
tention of the government to recoup the
accused the expenses  incurred by him
attending for his defence with witnesses
and counsel at said assizes? If not,
why not? % G 4
: The Hon. Mr. Wilson replied as fol-
ows : ;

WS @

‘1. No.

“2. he government Co not -pay the
costs of deféndants in crimmaj cases.
Moreover, the government had nothing
to 'do with the institution. of the prose-
cution of Mr. A, P. Meclnnes. An in-
formation was sworn to on .the 15th
November, 1902, by Robert -McNae,
charging that A. P. Meclnnes, on or
about the 1st of December, 1901, stole
a yearling steer, the property of Wil-
liam Parker. Mr. McInnes was com-
mitted for trial, the whole case practi-
cally depending upon the testimony ef
Mr. MoNae. E: it was attempted
to subpoena Mr. McNae to appear as
a witness for the Crown ati.the Clinton
spring assizes, 1908, it was found that
he had left Cariboo and had gone, as
some persons asserted, to Atlin. Under

- these circumstances, Mr. Macintyre, the

counsel acting for the Crown jat the
Clinton spring assizes, 1903, did not
proceed further with the case.” ',

; Mr. Oliver asked: the Hon. the At-
. torney+General - the following questions:

i 1. Has any, and what, tangible bene-

ifit to the province been secured as a
result of the visit of the Hon. C. Wilson
,and the Hon. R. F. Green to Ottawa?
i 2. Did the Hon. C. Wilson and the
Hon, R. F. Green: visit Montreal - on
provincial business?

3. If so, what was the nature of the
business transacted -at Montreal?

The Hon. Mr. Wilson replied as fol-
owWS : -
. “1. Tt is undesirable, ‘in the public
interest, to definitely answer this ques-
tion at present. : "
po . “2. Visited - Montreal as the guests
+of the harbor commissioners, and in the
publie interest.” 44 "

Mr. Tanner askedithe Hon. the Chief
‘Cmnm_issm'ne‘r of Lands and Works -the
 following questions™'’ }
| 1. 1s it the intention of the govern-
ment' to dispenise with the, services of a
district road supervisor in the future in
the Saanich electoral district?
{ 2. If not, why not?
. 'The Hon. Mr. Green replied as fol-
ows : :
1 e

83

. 1. If found necéssary in the publie
inferest, a district road superintendent
-will be appointed.

“2.Answered by No. 1. «
Mr. Patérson asked the Hon. the
Whief Commissioner of TLands and
]Wnrke the following questions :

‘1. 'What proportioh of the moneys
appropriated for roads, streets and
ridges -in South Nanaimo was fpent
on - Gabriola TIsland each year since
4900, inclusive?
2. What instructions were given the
road superintendent of that district: as
to the commencing and closing of work
fg&?the amount’ to. be expended in

8. W'ere instructions, written or ver-
bal, given to any one other than the
authorized  superintendent regarding
road work on Gabriola Island in the
month of September, 1903?

4. If so, by whom and to whom, and
what was the nature of the instrue-
tions?

3 The Hon. Mr. Green replied as fol-
lows : :

“1. 1900-01, $456.75; 1901-02, $536.25:
-199;224)% $5; 1903-04, $223.25,
one,

3. Yes, %

“4, Government agent, by public
worke’ engineer, to. set aside $500 for
roads on Gabriola 'Island, to be taken
from distriet vote; arrangements to bhe
made by department regarding fore-
man.”

Mr. Houston asked the Hon. the Min-
ister of Finance the following - ques-
tions : \

1. ‘What amount was received as
commissions and fees on sales for taxes
for the year ending June 30th, 1903?

2. What amount was expended for
costs, expenses and advertising tax sales
for the vear endine June 30th. 10032

The Hon. Mr. Tatlow replied as fol-
lows :

“1. £9.840.03,

2. $18,591,82.”

Mr, Hall asked the Hon. the Premier
the following questions:

1. How many reports has Mr. J. I

of British Columbia in London, made
to the government since his appoint-
ment? :

2. How winy clerks has he in his
employ? Their names. together with
the date of their dppointment and the
salaries naid.

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as
follows :

“1. Two. ;

“2. Two. J. A.- Turner appointed
secretary on 1st April, 1902, at a sal-
ary of £400 per annum, e®nd T. B.
Plumbly, eclerk, on 5th September, 1902:
present salary at the rate of £39 per
aannm.” :

Mr. Henderson asked the Hon. the
Premier the following questions :

1. Did the Premier, or #ny member
of ‘his government, or any one who has
heen a member of his government while
he was in office, write a letter of which
the” following s a copy, or of which
the following is a copy of a portion
thereof :

“Re Lots 4592 and 4.594.

“Dear Sir,—The policy of the nwesept
savernment ‘with rezard to the disposi-
tion of the lapds ix to secnre to all
nresent - legal holders of .anv elaims
thereon their statntory rights, We deem
it advisable not to take immediate ac-
tion alodg. these -lines, as we “wish to
avoid any comvlications wwhieh -might
arise by . alleged claime that mav he
made on behalf of the 3. P. R.. which
i we do not recognize. We do not antiei-
‘pate that the Dominion governmeut will
| 2ttemnt ta- disallow chapter R statites
11908, hnt it i= thonght adwisahle to de-
fer qction nntil the disallowenee periad
shall have alvpsed. whizh wi]l be abont
Vav Ist, 1904, Tmmediafely sfer this
Inst mentioned dsfe e pronosed to dest
iwith the Tande in omestion a< thoneh
“4he eame had ~lwavs hesn wasapt Crovn
lands, snd will-then Trecaenige all valid
legal” locations acteording to their  pri-

August. Baldaup, J. D:. Quail,” Johni.
Derr, ; 3

ority, including these mow in existence.
We will o

snp_n-ibmtg“’ of - deoid
clainss.” A

2. 1t the answer to No. 1 is afirma-

ive, who wrote it? . . . :

3. If the answer to No. 1 is afirma-

tive, fo whom was it ‘written? g

.. 4.1t the answer to No: 1-is affitma-

tive, when was it written? oy

5. If' the answer to No. 1 js afirma-

b, oaemalier oft i Mpleiare, ottt
T member - o e Jegislature, and if

80, to whom? - SR I 4

. 6. If the answer to No. 1 'is in the

'nefg:t:eve,td:d the . Premier write such

a letter to any person nr»*gersons. to a

similar pu pand when ?

The Hon. Mr. MecBride replied  as
FONMMYNSET ¢ b, A T oiinie ae
¢. “2.The lefter in question was a per-
sonal letter written the Premier to
the houorable member for Grand Forks
on the 2ud of December, .and is in line
with what, has been stated verbally as
being the policy ‘of the government on
the ¢ question of Southeast Kootenay

lands.
“Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are an-

swered by the ‘answer to question No.

2
| BILLS.

The bill to assess the property of rail-
Wway companies was read a third time
and passed,

ASSESSMENT BILL.

The report of the assessment bill was
moved by the Fingnce Ministe 1

Mz, Macdonald moved :

That all the words after the word
“follows,” in the enacting clause, be
struck out, and’ the following insented:

-~ “Short Title,

“l. This act may be cited as the ‘As~
sessment Aet Amendment Act, 1903.

“2. Section 6 of the “Assessment Act,’
as amended by chapter. 38 of the acts
of the legislature ‘of thq province of
British lumbia, 3900, is hereby
amended, by: .

*“(a) Striking: out the ' words
fifths of,’ in the fifth line. '

‘“(b) Striking out tne word ‘three,’ in
the eighth line, and inserting in lieu
thereof the ‘word ‘five.’ .

“(e) Striking out thHe words ‘three-
quarters of,” in the tenth line.

-*4d) Inserting after the word ‘two,’
in the twentieth line, the words ‘and one-
half,” and inserting after. the . word
‘three,’ in the twenty-first line, = the
words, ‘and one-half.

“(e) !Sttiking out all the words in
said section after the word ‘to,” .in
the thirtieth ling, and substituting there-
for the words ‘allow to every taxpayer
a discount ‘at the rate of ten per centum
upen the . amount so paid by him for
the current year’s taxes only.’

“3. Section 7 of the ‘Assessment Act’
is hereby amended by— !

“(a) Striking out the 'words ‘twenty-
fivescents,’ in the fourth line, and sub-
i;tituting therefor the words ‘one dol-
ar.’ :

“(b) Inserting before the word ‘five,’
in the said fourth - line, the word
‘twenty.” i

“4. Section 14 of the .said act. " as
amended by chapter 38, is hereby
amended by inserting at the end of said
section the following :

four-

in the operation of the mine during
the period covered by said statement.’

. “And in arriving at the assessed value
of the ores the . assessor shall deduect
the. chst of transportation, treatment
and wages, as set forth in the said

tained.” :
Mr. - Macdonald explained in detail

at considerable length his intentions in

moving the foregoing. He condemned

(government, and he .proposed, by his
amendnients to have the laws as they
are at present. 'The people knew those
laws, and- knew what they had to pay
in' taxation. If the amendments werg
not accepted the people would not
understand what they had to pay. He
‘ ‘%redicted that the wholesale business of

British Columbia Would be ruined if
the bill took effect, and the wholesal-
ers would be driven to keep their
stocks outside the prewince. He then
quoted. from Mr. M. - Killigan’s report
for 1902, - and contrasted the new
changes with the old.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow in reply, said the adop-
tion of those amendments would simply
do away with the assessment bill now be-
fore the House, and cause a reyersion to
the old law. At the Introduction of the
assessment bill he had fully explained the
reasons for bringing in this bill, and the
purport of it. It was a matter for con-
gratulation that the government should
have been able to produce a bill like this
that had met with so little opposition and
had suffered so few radieal amendments.
The intention of the government, and the

bgsls of strict equality. 1If property was
held in British Columbia it should be tax-
ed. He had heard of the proceedings
which had been adopted by the Victoria
Board of Trade communicating with other
Boards of Trade to protest against the bill,
and he also knew that the Vancouver Board
of Trade declined to join In the protest;
their telegram showing that it had mever
been. discussed by the Vancouver board.

] The telegram was signed by Tresponsible

#fficials of the board. Another telegram
was from Frederick Buscombe, of Vancou-
ver, one of the leading wholesalers In the
province, declaring that there was absolute-
Iy no agitation there against the bill. The
agitation, so far as counld be ascertained,
existed only in Victoria. Regarding Mr.
Macdonald’s structures to to the mining
sections of the Act, Hon. Mr. Tatlow said
he had fully taken the House inte his con-
fidence and explained that the government
had promised to secure the aid of the hon.
bmember from the mining regions; also
that the govermment have promised before
the House prorogues, to bring down a spe-
cial Act to deal with the mining industry
of the province. The Assessment Act, he
coneluded, had gained the sympathy and
support of the greater portion of the legis-
lature. (Applause.)

Mr. R. L. Drury.(Victoria) congratulated
the Finance Minister on his equanimity in
view of the agitation he alleged to be going

Turner. agent-general for the provinre |90 throughout the country over this bill

He confessed that he did not grasp fully
the purport of this bili. He feared that
rhis bill would injuriously affect the busi-
.88 of the province. It seemed to him
that there was unjust discrimination
against the merchant and manufacturer.
He quoted the Mutual Life of Canada as
one company which had determined not to
invest further in ‘'thig province,

The Premier retofted that that com-
pany derived very large income from this
province.

Mr. Drury continuping, said the bill had
been rushed through the House, and that
he could not understand. He protested
against this alleged unseemingly haste. He
predicted the repeal of the bill, and sup-
ported the amendments introduced by Mr.
Maecdonald, which he believed would better
meet the needs of the hour. .

Mr. Cameron (Victoria) asked for the rule
as to the circulation of documents on the
floor of the House.

Mr. Speaker said that if the documents
were - considered by bim  unobjectionable
.they were permitted to be circulated:; if
otherwise, they were not. The documents
referred to by Mr. Cameron were consid-
ered to be objectionable and Mr. Speaker
had prohibited their circulation.

Mr. Cameron then at some length, passed
a general adverse criticism of the bill.
Mr. McNiven also criticized the provis-
ions of the bill. He complained that the

ous cl of the peopl

pay a tax directly than through the mediom
of the extra charges on his purchases from
the merchants. o

Mr. +R. Hall amused the House with a
eharacteristicc comedy  turn, which was
much enjoyed by both sides.. This bill, he
said, should have been called ‘“The Social-
istie ' Rush. Act to assess, levy and Collect
taxes from.the vested interests of British

debentures under a million dollar loan Act.
(Laughter). . Mr. Hall then chided the Pre-

; @8Sume the re-{ pro
deciding conflicting | ia

“%9) The amount expended in wages|

statement, or as otherwise truly ascer-| Mr, T. W. Paterson (Islands), fol-

the assessment bill as framed by the|should have been ma e to all the people

aim of this blll was to tax all classes on a.

Colirmbia, to help pay the interest on the. on behalf of the merchants of the proy-

cond;ety ’ , mtl!t v?:l-l

enicn o iieged:

re , in the bill.’ Heé suggested
that the mem of the House she
G the next four' years without

firet.” (Renewed merriment.) ;
. Mr. Henderson ¢omplained -that
the changes agreed to in section 7 regard-

tured on ¢rown lands, had flot been made
in the newly printed bill £

Hon. Mr. Tatlow pointed out that as no
amendment had been submitted in writing,
the fault was not the government's
that the ehanges had not be made.

Jost 18 to 21.

Mr. Stuart Henderson (Yale) spoke

-against the .bill in its various phases.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite (Nanalmo) proposed
to reiterate his views that there should
be no mistake, He believed that Mr. Mc-
Ines did not understand the labor situation
in the province; he had always viewed it
from the Liberal standpoint. The govern-
ment had fulfiled their pledge to the wage
earner that they could not increase the tax
on the workers. The Soclalists did not care
which way the tax was " placed. The
Liberals . were.
for - the . middiemen . in  this  province.
‘What was the Liberal party protesting
Against ? The Socialists did not care about
the 50c. tax on coal. What they protested
against was . any attempt to saddle the
working classes with the burden of the tax-
ation. Many on the Conservative side of
the House had been very hard hit by this
bill, and they bore it like men. When the
Liberals: got their corns trodden on they
uttered a howl about it:

Mr. Oliver hurled back upon Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite the charge that the Liberals
were fighting for the middlemen. He ask-
ed Mr. Hawthornthwaite to try to realize
his responsibilities -on the floor of this
House, and not look at this matter as an
individual,” but in the interests of the
whole people of British €olumbia.

Mr. Davidson (Indepéndent Labor, Slo-
can) could see no very material difference
between this bill and that proposed by the
hon. leader of the opposition. This was a
question - above party considerations; it
was one for.the whole people of the prov-
ince. He thought more time should be
taken to see If the bill could not be ‘adjust-
ed to sult all views. So far as he could
see the bill was well drawn for the purpose
intended—to raise the revenues of the prov-
gce. He had receiyed no protest from the

ocan. '

Mr.. W. W. B. Mclnnes quoted from the
Victoria Times to snow that agitation was
golag on in some quarters of the province.
He believed there would be much more of
it. He hoped the government would ¢en-
sent to the adjournment of the debate, a
‘motion which he thereupon made.

The motion was lost 18 to 21.

The House rose at 6 p. m. wuntil 8:3Q
p. m.

) NIGHT SITTING.

'On the House reassembling at. 8.30
p.m.,, Mr..W. W. B. Mclnnes opened
the debate on the assessment bill, but
wae ruled out of order by Mr. Speaker,
who held that Mr. McIynnes was not
entitled to address the House furtler
at_this time on this point

Mr, I{arker Williams (Socialist, New-
castle), in a clever speech, upheld the
bill, saying that it came nearer realizing
what the Socialists desired in measures
of this kind than anything he had ex-
pected to cee. He declared his intention
of supporting the bill,

lowed, and took a very lugubrious view
of the outlook in British Columbia. He
predicted a long spell of hard times, He
thought that the appeal to patriotism
of Briitsh Columbia. The effect of this
bill. would be to déstroy any prosperity
at_present enjoyed by the industries of
this: province. The farming industry
'would. suffer severelt: . perhaps more
severely than any other. The lumber
industry aleo would suffer very .much.
The labor question in this province was
today no nearer a solution than it was
eighteen years ago. What had been
done was mere gallerv play to ecateh
votes at elections. The Toot of the
trouble had never been touched nt all.
British Columbia was at a° disadvant-
age aes to securing 1abor. Bnt for the
C. P. R.’the wheat fields of the North-
west could not be worked. British (lol-
ummbia was in much the same position,
and he asked if the government was
going to add still more to the burden of
the industries which denended so laree-
Iy on ressonably-paid lahor. The
erowth of Vanconver depended more on
the lumber indnstry than on anv other:
but for the lwmhber industry Vaneon-
ver today would not have a population
of more than 10.000. He condemned the
present bill as “groesly nnfair.” Tt was
on absurd proposition in legislation to
introduce and railroad throngh = the
Housa in.a few hours a bill of this
magnitnde. No donbt 'a new system of
taxation in this province was needed,
but he ohjected to the mode now pro-
posed.  He was not an anthority = on
financial matters, but this hill was
bheyond_his nowers to follow. He donbt-
éd if the government themselves under-
stond fully what the effect of its nro-
visiona wonld  be. If thizx bill went
throngh, Rritish Colimhig in o few
vears wonld be in a worse position than
it wag todav, The Jatwe of this conntre
frichten investore awav: there were
other conntriee which had lav™s 0f 1o
mopa- repsnnakle chorgeter. The Rrit-
ish Calumbiane onuld en on, of ponree,
tradine jackknives smonest themselves
if that eort of nroeperitv snited them.
hnt it did pat, ond a chanee wns norse-
sary. He hoped the envernment ywanld
talra nn tha snegoectiang af the han

leador af ,tha omnositinn and ®apmnlate
a bill that wonld hear equally’ on all
classeg in the pravince,

Mr. Brown (Greenwood), in general
terms denounced the:bill, and reviewed

the history of governmental finance
from Pym and Hampden to the pres-

ent day. He could not agree with Mr.

Parker Williams that ‘the representa-

deputations, as they represented the
feeling of the country. He denied that |!

care where the taxation was laid.

"~ “Mr. Macdonald’s
then putf, and the words proposed to

tion by a vote of 21 to 16. 4
‘Hon. Mr. Tatlow moved the adoption
of the report.

assessment bill :
To add at the end of

perty.”
amendment on the ground that - the
shall stand part of the bill.”

ed to add to the bill, but not to strike
out anything.
Mr. Macdonald

accepted the ruling

which would net have disturbed busi-
imess and industrial conditions im . the
province.  He then-went on to deal
with the feeling throughont the proy-
‘ince on tle subject of the hill. Mr. Mae-
donald appealed. not to the patriotism
‘bt to the common sense of the gny-
;ernment, “to reconsider “the bill." ~He
‘then entered into a lencthy srgument

under the new law, have to pay just}

! i/ P
igh It cameé a little hud»" at|-

ing the charges on cattle and sheep depas-|-

. The motion to adjourn the debate wasd|House,

. butting - up 7 a fight|p

Mr. Munro moved the adjournment|upwards of $40,000. The
of the debate, and it was lost, 16 to 20.| was doing everything in its power_for
amendment = was | this hard-working and deserving class.

ent.
 government . w;x“
the

ure through
e 2!

een given as to. wh

The loan bill had b
To) '
ita rapid pascime oty
la, s oulé’a not be'k
ouse. H ;

of ‘the meas

g;:! ‘the “Sodalidsts&;ideasz,ou.
was rne K
Mr. Melnes. :;em
0 point “on the -
his friends  from Nanaimo a ol
castle,  to the great amusement of the
Again: Mr. Speaker good-natur-
edly cautioned Mr. MecInnes to keep to
the motion. Mr. Melnnes  continuing,
Dictured disaster to the laboring classes.
should _this Dbill become law and the
rmnncml_mdustries be destroyed ' by
ts operation. The only class that was
not a working class in_this province
was  the . Socialist. . (Laughter. He
y .asked if the hon. member
flt:x: vlg:;mmlg was( .‘[l;h wo:‘-lltn"en mﬁn; was
age slave. Aanghter. e then
attacked Mr. Hawthomthw;lte’s hill on
the eight-hour law.  He charged that
e only aim of the Soeialists in the
House was 'to keep the government in
nower. He had been struck with the
remark of the hon, member from the
Islands that things were not looking too
hright for this province. He beliaved
that the events of the past fow days
had given color to that fear. He hoped
Mr. Macdonsld’s resolntion wonld PSR,
. Mr. Hawthornthwaite believed thaf
it would not be to the best interest of
the province to accept this resolntion.
He thonght that it would lead ta ali
kinds of trickery. and that it wonld en-
able the merchant rlass to pet ont of
naying their fair share of the taves,
He then turned his attention to Mr.
McInnes, and said that the man who
2ave him the books which ' converted
him (Mr. Hawthornthwaite) ta Socinl-
1fm, was Mr. McInnes. (Iisnghter) He
then told of one of Mr. McInnes® at-
temnts to cause ‘s rehellion amongst the
workingmen in Nanaimo, advisine them
to, arm and that he would lead them.
(Taughter.) Mr, Hawthornthwaite then
went on to relate a number af other
adventures of Mr MeTnnes; +o the groat
amusement of the whole house, He
cqused grest  merriment hy deslarine
that Mr. MeTnnes hod actnally anplied
for membership in the Socialist narte,
and had ‘heen meremntorilv refused sd-
mission,  Mr. Hawthornthwaita wound
un his remarts hy declarine that = he
wonld - not swhmit' to anv nersonalities
or nniust reflections on the flaor of this
House by anv memher of it. and if
the mileg af +the HWonca snnld not nro-
tect him, he wanld nndertake to protect
himself one way or the other. ¢Ap-
planse.) 7

Mr, McInnes promised to deal at some
length with what he declared were the
false statements made by the hon, mem-
ber from _Nanaimo.

Mr. Camerou brought the House back
to a serious mood by declaring that this
was no laughing matter to him as a
merchant. The passage of this bill, he
believed, would resul in widespread
ruin. It was not rignt to tax the mer-
chants on property they did not own.
The Eastern provinces of ‘Canada were
now enjoying remarkable prosperity; the
manufacturers -were at tgeir wits’ end
to get labor, but British Columbia was
a sad contrast to that happy condition.
Capitalists would not invest here. This
assessment act, if passed, would have
to be repealed sooner or later. He had
thought it his duty to get up and pro-
testhagamsé this pie&e: of Iegislntio:x.

e motion was .then put and lost,
15 to 21. ey .
. Mr. McInnes moved : "All permanent
improvements up to the value of fif-
teen hundred dollars ($1,500). made on
land used for agricultural purposes.”

Hon. Mr. Fulton said the government
could not accept this amendment. They
had the interest of the farmer at heart,
but this was going too far at this junc-
ture.. If it were incorporated in the
bill two-fifths of the " farming class
would be removed from the assessment
role, and it was inexpedient to do that
at present. Much of the governmental
expenditure was for roads, trails and
bridges, largely for the benefit of the
farmers. So far as he could ascertain,
the farmers were quite prepared to bear
their fair-share of the taxation. He him-
self had prepared an amendment to
section § which provides for the rate
of taxation, and it was to allow _a
larger rebate than was allowed to the
ordinary taxpayer. It was proposed to
allow them 40 per cent. rebate upon
the amount paid by them as taxes for
the current year only, if the total does
not exceed $1,000.

Mr. MecInnes’ amendment was then
put and lost, 14 to 19.

Hon. Mr. Fulton’s amendment was
then submitted.

Mr. Tanner (Saanich), wanted further
particulars as to the relief suggested,
and on learning that it was applicable
only to farmers who were assessed at
not more than $1,000, he expressed ac-
tive dissent. It would benefit only a
very few small holders, such ag fruit
growers.

Mr. Hvans @Cowlchan), also express-
ed dissatisfaction with = the proposed
amendment. He could show the House
spots where he had used a whole box
of powder to get out one stump. The
farmers had a harder row to hoe than
any other class in the community, and
they should receive every consideration.

Mr. Munro (Chilliwack), spoke in
very eloquent terms of ‘the hard lot of
the settler-farmer, who has to hew out
his home from the rugged bush. It was
almost, in many cases, suicide for those
cases; and he asked the government to
give them every assistance.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said the government
could not give the farmers auy further
concessions without incurring the charge
of passing class legislation. He went

tions and protests of boards of trade|in detail into the exemptions, which had

already been granted, and said he had
been surprised at the large number of

the Laberals were fighting for the middle- | farms on this Island, for example, when
men, and took exception to Mr. Haw-|the assessment was from $500 to
thornthwaite’s remark that he did not|To have adopted Mr. McInnes’ amend-

ment would have lost to the revenue
The government

Messrs. “Brown and Oliver then ad-

be struck out stood part of the ques-|dressed the House on the amendment,
arguing that it did not go far enough.

The Attorney-General said the gov-

ernment had taken up the matter of spe-
Mr. J. A. Macdonald moved,  upon {cial exemptions for certain classes, and
the consideration of the report on the|had ‘gone as far as they thought they
could with fairness to all classes. He
sub-section | detailed the advantages which the farm-
(18) of section 4, relating to exemptions, | ér had been granted, and said they had
the following words: “And &o much of | been well provided for.

the personal property of any person|would be to deal unfairly by other class-
as is equal to the just debts owed by |es. 1
him om account of such personal pro-|penditures in Saanich and other farm-

To do more

He then quoted the various ex-

5 ing districts, showing that the expendi-
Mr. Speaker objected to accepting the | tures had been very generous as compar-
ed with revenues. In Cowichan particu-
‘House had decided that “the words|larly the expenditure considerably ex-
The hon: | ceeded ' the revenue.
member was in. order so far as he wish- | exemption

He thought an
amounting pt:actma]ly to

$2,000 was quite enough.

Mr. Cotton pointed out that Hon. Mr.
Fulton’s amendment would save much

and moved to add the words mention- | more to the revenue than that of Mr.
mrl‘fl Continning, Mr. Macdonald _held | McInnes’ and at the same time be much
taxes were not fairly imposed on the vari- that the same amount of revenue could |more satisfactory to the farmers. He

He belleved the have been raised as was contemplated regretted that 'such resolutions as the
workingman. would be better satisfied to in the government’s measnre, by means|opposition had sought to ornament the

hill with had been broumght in at all
Then. as  the Attorney-General had
shown, "far from the  farmers toiling
and sldving to contribute to the revenue
of ‘the province, it had been shown that
it was the people who lived in the cities
who contributed to keep them alive. He
‘himself was a country member—(langh-
ter and applansel—and he, therefore,
could speak ‘with some aunthority on this
‘subject. He helieved  the. resl solution
{Continued on Page Eight.)

’jnce. alleging that the merchants ‘wonld.

Mr. Meltnes
Mr. Meclnnes was tfien’ aliout*to at- -
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