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‘Itallan Watering  Place
Scene of Terrible
" Sudden Calamity.
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iFamous capuch!n MOnastéw
Involved in Ruin--The Loss
of Llfp“gl‘”egp kg

By Associated Press.

Rome, Dec. 22.—A: terrible disaster
took place this afternoon at Amalfi,, the
popular tourist resort ,on the Gulf of
Salerno. About 2 o’clock an enormous
rock, upon whieh stood ‘the Coppuccini
Hotel, slid bodily into the sea with a
deafening roar and without a moment’s
warning, carrying with it the hotel, ‘the
old Oapuchin Monastery below, the
Hotel Santa Caterina, and several villas.

Many people were buried in the debris,
which erushed four vessels to the bottom
of the sea, destroying their crews. The
mass of earth which slipped was about

The population is
in a state of terror, fearing fresh i~
ties. ‘Proops have arrived on'the scene
and began rescue work.

It is believed that the loss of life is
heavy, including a number of monks and
the occupants of the hotel. As yet it is
impossible to ascertain the exact num-
ber.

Amalfi is a small but lively town of
7,000 inhabitants, situated at the en-
tranee of a deep ravine surrounded by
imposing mountains and rocks of the
most pheturesque forms. The Capuchin
Monastery was founded in 1212, by Car-
dinal Pietro Canuano for the Cistercians,
but came into possessipn of the Capu-
chins in 1583. The building, which
stood in the hollow of the great rock that
rose abruptly from the sea to a height of
230 feet, contained fine cloisters and a
charming verandah, and offered magnifi-
cent points of view.

The town i8 mentioned for the first
time historically in the sixth century,
when it enjoyed the protection of the
Eastern emperors. In the twelfth cen-
tury the sea began gradually to under-
mine the lower portions, and a terrible
inundation in 1343 proved still more dis-
astrous.

SMALL SHIPPERS’ COMPLAINT.

Railroads Squeeze Them Out by Dis-
criminating Rates to Large

Operators,

Washington, Dee. 22.—The hearing be-
fore the interstate commerce committee
of complaints made by shippers against
the proposed new classification of freight
by railways operating under the “offi-
cial classification” was. resumed to-day.
By agreement Frank Harriott, genera}
traffic manager of the Erie, went on the
witness stand to testify to the new
classification.  Inquiries developed the
admission by Mr, Harriott that on the
average, miscellaneous cars carrying arti-
cles paying less than carload rates were
being more heavily loaded mow - than
heretofore, and therefore that the earn-
ings on that class of trafic were
greater.

It was determined finally that shippers
should offer some testimony and Mr.
Brown, representing Schofield, Schurmer
& Teagle, of Cleveland, Ohio, was sworn.
He said the new classification on petro-
leum would ' be absolutely ruinous to
small shippers. On less than ecarload
lots the increase above the rates on car-
load lots in some instances was as much
as 273 per cent. and in.no case was it
less than 88 per cent.

Mr. Brown said the small shippers of
oil could not successfully compete with
the standard Oil Co. because the rates
given to the Standard Oil Ce. in carload
{ots were so much less than the small
shippers could get on less than carload
lots that the latter practically were shut
out.

This closed the testimony and the hear-
ing "was adjourned.
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LONDON’S PATRIOTISM.

One Humndred Thousand Volunteers
Could Be Raised in the
Metropolis.

London, Dge. 6.—As I write it is a
traditional ‘November day (although in
December). Damp, foggy, dull sort of
weather that makes you want to go home
and sit over the fire and read “Pickwick’
or *Nicholas Nickleby.”- Somehow,
always associated Dickens with the win-
ter. He draws such pictures of blaz-
ing fires and cosy corners; of rain and
wind without, and comfort and plenty
within, that I always feel inclined to fall
back upon him on a dull winter’s day.

Christmas is close at hand, and al-
ready the various carriers are getting
so busy that they cannot give definite
promises about the delivery of goods
and parcels. Turkeys, Xmas cards prm
puddings seem to be literally floating
in the air. Cards and puddings for
Canada, cards and puddings for the
Cape, parcels of all kKinds for Tommy,
parcels for Sergt.-Major Brown, Corporal
Murphy, Private McDonald; Bugler
Evans. No doubt, also, parcels for
Trooper Cornstalk’ and Corporal Blue-
nose. None of them are forgotten.

There will be enough plum puddings
in Capetown on Xmas Day to give the
whole British Army indigestion for a
week. 5

At the Cape, it is of course mid-
summer at Xmas, just getting into the
hottest time of the year. People herg,
with hazy ideas of geography, find this
hard to realize. They are so accustomed
to associating Xmas with frost and snow
that Xmas in the summer seems a sac-
rilege to them, i

The latent patriotism in the British
people has heen bubbling over lately with
a vengeance. If a hundered thousand
volunteers were asked for to-morrow,
to go to the Cape, they could be had in
London alone. London men take to sol-
diering as a duck takes to water, and
make good goldiers, ©0o. ¥

_ The patriotism of the British people,
s only to be equalled by the wooder-
headedness of the war office and Horse
Guards officials. They know that the
Boers were practically all mounted in-
fantry and artillery, ~They knew that
to successfully meet the Boers, princip-
ally cavalry, artillery and above all, ir-
regular volunteer horse should be used,
and yet they send battalion after bat-
talion out to fight men that have got
horses.. The natural result is that when
the Boers get licked in one place, they
comfortably retire- and form again . in
nqqther. » A

Chey wanted to fight the Boers on
the Aldershot system, and it cam’t be
done, ws any coloniai covld have told

W. STANLEY SHAW,

, which 80 long filled the mind of

ry world as one of the most_ eru-

1t 1 of historical efforts. The'
closing scenes of the nineteenth century
seem to: impress themselyes upon the
author’s mind as of more than passing in-
terest. ‘In the war with Spain he’sees
something more than'a transient’ disagree-
ment between two great political powers,’
to be fought out 'and dismissed from the
mlnd with the usual trophies to the win-
ner.  In the dellverance of Cuba, he sees
something more than the réscue from the

{hand of the oppresor of a weak and down-

trodden people. The gravest issues were
here at stake, issues . as important as any
which ever affected human progress or
human destiny, *

By our forebears llberty was held dear,

rand rather than part with our freedom of

thonght, and speech, and action, we would
die. But here was Involved something
more even than liberty, or at least it was
& higher, a holier, a purer liberty than any
which the mind of man had hitherto en-
countered. The key note of the American
Revolution was indeed liberty, but a mater-
ial rather than an altruistic liberty, a
liberty which indeed made free the body
and mind of man, and limited ‘the power
of kings; but it was left to us of this fin de
slecle civilization to conceive, and carry
into practice, ‘and establish in our national
tenants, and carry into’' international
ethics a Hberty of humanity, a liberty of
love and kindness for our fellow men which
in feeling and sentiment has never before
found expression on fields of battle and
amidst the roar of naval artillery. It was
as if the essence of sacred ideals had been
incorporated in the constitutions of the
commonwealths, and made part of the
fundamental principle of progress.

Human development is not a calm un-
ruffled flow of placid waters, gut a turbu-
lent stream with surging rapids and io-
tricate eddies between the deeper pools of
rest and reflection. 1Issues were brought
home to us for quick solution during the
year ' of . Ninety-eight, which the great
American mind had never had occasion be-
fore seriously to consider. We were quite
sure what we would do if our national
honor was touched or our flag insulted, but
in our political consciousness we had never
ciphered out how far it was wise and politic
to go, or how far our sympathies'an¥sense
of right should permit us to go, in a mat-
ter of purely international sentiment. But
without thinking too long or too deeply up-
on the subject, we finally gave way to a
natural impulse, to find in the end that we
were not altogether wrong.

In weaving a fitting fabric of the: times,
Mr. Bancroft has taken for his theme the
very suitable and attractive one, the Pa-
cific Ocean, and the late industrial devel-
opment upon its shores and islands. Here
is the largest of seas, full of history and
romance, and rimmed with illimitable
wealth and potentialities. Its great mag-
nitude, and its peculiar position between
the old and the new, the old, alien coun-
trjes and civilization of the East, and the
rare intellectual and material unfoldings of
the more powerful West, have held it up to
this time isolate, cut off from the world
on both sides, or rather never having been
joined to either, It has remained thus far
the border region of both worlds, the world
of the Prophet and the Khans, and the
world of Christian civilization.

But the days of Pacific isolation are past,
the days of national exclusiveness are over;
it has become the recognized duty of every
member of the world’s fraternity of com-
monwealths to contribute its share of re-
sources and sociability to the general good.
Exclusiveness has become an international
crime; every part of the world owes some-
thing to every other part. The principal
is no longer confined within limits which
find expression only in nursery rhymes, as:
“Snail, snail, come- out of your hole,

Or else I'll beat you as black as a coal,”
but has become a recognized law of na-
tions,  if not in theory at least in practice.

This great ocean is at last emerging
from its primeval mists. In the evolutioun
of things both great and small, the all-
fructifying stn has smiled upon these wat-
ers, and behold in them new life and a new
destiny! The American and Australian
shores of the Pacific, so far at least as the
Anglo-Saxon race is concerned, are certain
to become the seats of a higher culture
than the world has ever witnessed. The
future of the Latin race, with its New
World intermixtures, it is more difficalt
to forecast. It seems to be making little
or no advance, either in the Old World or
in the New.

Mr. Bancroft's new volume opens with
a comparison of the present with the past.]
He points to lines of steamships and fleets
of sail where a sclitary ship at long inter-
vals formerly appeared. - He calls atten-
tion to the railway and telegraph lines,
the birth and growth of towns and cities,
and the overspreading of settlements in
regions not long since wholly unknown to
the white man. Thus have sprung up as
if by magic in these  so lately savage
winds, on the American side, Vancouver,
and other towns of British Columbia and
Alaska, and on the Asiatic side such places
as Viadivostok, Russia’s Pacific metropolis
and trans-Siberian railway terminus,  and
which is at once the Petersburg, Gibraltar,
and Odessa of the Far BEast. Besides the
ports opened to commerce all along the
Asiatie coast, places have grown into prom-
inence like Hongkong, England’'s peerless
city and colony, and in Australia, in place
of the huts of the black bushmen, there are
cities like Melbourne and Sydney, with
their hundreds of thousands of population.

The year of Ninety-elght was one of be-
wildering changes for the United States.
and the events of that war will ever
stand forth conspicuous in the annals of
the nation. Following the Weyler infa-
mies and the Maine tragedy, in swift suc-
cession came the declaration of war, the
brilliant nayval victories in Maniin '
off Santiago, the capture of the two cities,
the race pride and friendship of England,
and the race hatred and jealousy of the
Continental powers, the protocol, the Paris
peace comwission, the sudden rise to prom-
inence and power of the United States as
a nation of the first rank, the eqaal of any
of the old monarchies of Europe and the
superior of most of them—these and other
like tous i th arising,
many of them new and strange to us and to
the rest of the world had to be met, and
were met with promptitude and wisdom,
and with wonderful success, for four hun-
dred years of Euyropean oppression in Amer-
ica were thus brought to a close.

Never before was such a thing heard of
as war for humanity's sake, but before our
guns had ceased firing it had received such
international recognition as to make it a
fundamental principle of all future wars,
It was the first time that the truly altruis-
tic spirit had ever appeared among the dis-
sensions of nations. It was a war without
anger and vietory without insult.

The year of ninety-eight was one of un-
usual prosperity in all brapches of busi-
ness throughout the United States, and for
the industrialism of the Pacific it marked
a new era. Sea power became as never
before a factor in progress, as well in com-
merce as in war,. . We. found our navy
stronger than we thought, :nd» stronger
than many others thought. !

Mr. Bamncroft makes it clearly evident
 that any “from the .war with Spain

escape
on the %lrt of the United States was im-

“permi
tarvation of non-combat-
-private assassination,
treacherously blowing up a steamship on a

‘an infamous wrong until after recefving a
severe drubbing. ¢ ; RS
The story of Spain’s decadence and ap-
proaching death is well told by Mr. Ban-
croft, and the causes given. Her whole
colonial system was a relic of barbarism,
and she 'utterly fefused to learn’or praec-
tise a better way, as d done.
Her barbarisms }
for one moment  haye/been tolerated in
Europe, yet Europe, to some extent at
least, seemed to think .it presumptuous on
the part of the United States to dictate to
one of. the ‘old imonarchies concerning, the
management of distant colonfes, =~ 7
The cause 'of “Spain’s degeneracy, Mr.
Bancroft clearly shows, first that it is the
law; secondly, the administration of the
law; thirdly, the luxury and licentiousness
of the people, with lying and laziness, - all
tending toward decay. Compare Spain at
present with what she was at the begin-
ning' of the sixteenth century, when her
monarchs were gods, her merchants princes,
her merchant marine the finést the world
had ever seen up to that time, numbering
over a thousand ships. A new world with
a wilderness of new wealth had just drop-

(ped into her lap as from the skies.” The

quays of Cadiz and Seville were groaning
under the burden of # new commerce; her
manufactories were full to overflowing, and
gold poured into her coffers. Toward the
end of the following century look again
that way. An imbecile on the throne omce
occupied by the crafty Charles and Philip.
Society rotten to the core. ' Soil exhausted
and running to waste; factories closed;
artisan and agriculturist vanished, one
million of the best of them, the Moriscos,
cut off at a single blow; +the domain of
proud Castile dismembered, Holland and
Portugal gone, Artols, Roussillon, and
Franche Cqmte, the glory of the kingdom
departed. And after another century, how
then? Humiliated into the dust; beaten
in war like a child; not a foot of land in
America; money gone, reputation gone, “all
lost but hohor,”” and that so filthy and
tattered a thing that no one will touch it.

0

VANCOUVER NEWS NOTES.

Mr. Martin’'s Meeting 'Cancelled—Ah
Quong Gets Two Years—Prices
of Farm Produce.

Vanecouver, Dec. 22.—Mr., Joseph Mar-
tin, M. P. P., who was to have addressed
a public meeting next week, now an-
nounces that he is going to Winnipeg on
legal business and will not be back until
January.
Jobbing houses say that farmers who
hoped to realize high prices for oats by
hanging on, are- doomed-to disappoint-
ment. They are now unloading, and the
market in ' consequence is weakening,
Hay is quoted at $16. Eggs from the
East are«uoted a cent cheaper at 18%%ec.,
and Manitoba butter a cent and a half
dearer at 26%%c., while Australian butter
has advanced to 28¥%c. Loecal creamery
is still retailing at 35c., and eggs at 60ec,
and 65c. Geese are being jobbed to re-
tailers at 12c¢. and turkeys at 14c. A
carload of fine Eastern apples that
passed the inspector as Al has reduced
prices to $5.50 a'barrel, wholesale. In
spite of extremely inclement weather,
Christmas trade is brisk.

L T ) L0 L
COPPER IN DAKOTA.

Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 21.—A special
from Custer, 8.D., says: “The Vigilante
Mining Co. has struck a vein of copper
ore in its mine that exceeds in value any-
thing that has ever been found in the
Black Hills, The mine is about five miles
from Custer. The rich ore is found in the
300-foot level and the width of the vein
at this time is ten, feet.”

——0
DR. CAMPBELL’S SERMON.

To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir: I have not long been a resident
in this part of the world and for that rea-
son unacquainted with your institutions
and freedom of speech, but I am sur-
prised that no one has made any remark
on the prologue to the sermon preached
by Dr. Campbell, in the First Presby-
terian church as reported in your paper
of the 19th instant.

Who are the incompetent generals and
superior officers?  Surely . not Gemerals
Buller, Gatacre, Methuen, Wauchope or
White? General Wauchope Iled the
Highland Brigade at Maggersfontein and
paid - for that surprise with his life,
Chaplain Robertson states that ‘“although
the kopjis and ridges appeared deserted
yet they swarmed with men,” the High-
land Brigade advanced against an invin-
cible enemy, a position chosen, and pre-
pared by the Boers with weeks of pre-
paration.

General Gatacre was misled by his
guide or guides, surroynded as he ap-
parently is by treason and treachery
without any reliable information that he
fell into an ambuscade is not to be won-
dered at.

Gen. Buller by yesterday’s new’s ap-
parently could not draw the enemy’s
fire and so discover his position.

I am not apologizing for these generals;
they have had a sad experience and it
is to be hoped will profit by the lessom,
but at the same time what authority has
Dr. Campbell to say that Colonels Me-
Donald or Mathias would have dome any
better? Is it true that the gemerals in
command are placed in these responsible
positioins only by accident of birth,
wealth or influencé? Or have they no
previoius record? The English nation
are only toowprone to criticize their coun-
trymen without comparing their deeds
and failures with those of other nations.
Take the continent of Europe: of these
Germany is without much if any experi-
ence of this kind of warfare; France has
not a clean sheet in either Tonguin, Mad-
agasedar or Mexico; Russia (if my mem-
ory does mot fail me—I am getting old)
lost a few thousands in getting to Merv;
Italy found Abyssinia a hard nut t¢o
crack; Spain has had her reverses. Yet
because we are not always successful we
are led by incompetent generals, etc.

I was a well grown lad during the
Crimean war time. I was in India under
the Honorable East India Company dur-
ing the dark days of the Mutiny. I have
lived in India many days of my life and
seen many small wars of sorts, and in
all if any mishap it has always been the
cry “incompetence of generals;” no al-
lowance made for the difficulties of their
position, and yet we have won through
and probably shall again.

I am not a soldier, so I am not sticking
up for my cloth, but as an Englishman I
think until we know more 'about it such
scathing remarks as those made by Dr.
Campbell ' are -quite uncalled for and do
far more harm than good.. More difficult
positions than our generals are in at
present, and have been in, it is dificult
to imagine. o
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| be found'in Washington a number of indi-

viduals who; in ‘appearance’ and manner

ton, | counterfelt historical characters of the past.

or . present. James G. Blaine, though de-

> ;18 to-day a familiar figure—at all
.events, strikingly imitated—on Pennsyi-
vania avenue. There is the same face
the same cut of grey beard, the same walk

evidently cuitivated likeness. - :
Harrison, though now a resident of Indiana,
s similarly represented by a ‘‘doppel-gang-

‘‘true copy’ of Mark Hanna will shave you
for 15¢c. in a little basement. shop opposite
the treasury. ;

These counterfeits, however, are persons
of no special consequenee, It is more in-
teresting to discover in the halls of Con-
8ress men who assume with seeming pur-
Pose ‘the outward presentment of greatness
elsewhere lodged. Representative R. G.
Cousins, of Tipton, Io., .for example, Has
adopted with apparent intention, the physi-
cal aspect and even the manner of Tom
Reed. He has grown much fatter since ho
came to Washington, and that has helped
the likeness, If it be the result of delib-
erate effort Cousins has certainly succeeded
in ‘working up a first-class. imitation. He
has acquired Reed’s walrus-like stride, re-
produces his drawl, and is accused by his
politieal adversaries  of sitting up nights
to memorize grim jests and repartees such
as those for which the Maine statesman is
famous. ; § g

Another imitation considered palpable is
that of Abraham Lincoln by Shelby M.
Cullum, of Illinois. Unquestionably Senator
Cullom has a look of Lincoln—the same
harshness of visage, with deep furrows in
the cheeks. But this resemblance is much
accentuated by shaving the long upper Ii
and wearing a chin beard patterned affer
that of the gréat emancipator. Then, too,
hi_s dress, from the bow mnecktie to the
lohg-tailed frock coat, is copied after the
costume of the war President, made so fa-
miliar through the medium of countless
pictures, and he wears it with the same
carelessness of effect,

Yet another counterfeit hardly disguised
Is that of Henry Clay by William Sulzer,
the fiery youig Tammany orator of New
York City.: Sulzer dresses the part of
Henry Clay; he speaks after the manner of
Henry Clay; in fact he is Henry Clay redi-
vivus. Which reminds one of a story told
by .one  of Sulzer’s political opponents—
malicious undoubtedly, and not well ground-
ed when aimed at Sulzer illustratively, but
good. q

The story is of a crude farmer, who says
to a bumptious youth of oratical ambi-
tions: ‘‘You remind me of Clay.”

‘‘Thank you so, much!” replied the aspir-
ing young speaker. ‘It is my most eager
desire to ‘emulate that great statesman.”
“Ob,” said the farmer, ‘“I don’t mean
Henry Clay, but just erdinary dirt clay.”

A better story is told « a member of the

last Congress, who enjoyed the reputation
of being able to drink more whisky with-
out showing it than any other man in the
House. It told on him in other ways, how-
ever.
One day he visited a barber shop for the
purpose of getting his hair ecut, and was
ministered unto by a colored artist, who
made two or three attempts at discourse
on different subjects, finally remarking that
hig customer was by no means the only
distinguished man that had occupied that
particular chair.

‘I suppose not,” grunted the Congress-
man,

“There was Daniel Webster, sah,” sald
the negro starting in on the shampoo, ‘‘He
done sot on this chair dozens of times.”

“Indeed,” replied the customer.

‘‘You remind me very much of him, sah.”

“In what respect?’ asked the statesman
waking up. ‘“‘In the shape of my head?

“No sah.”

“In my manner of speaking?”’

“No, sah.” .

“In what way then do I resemble the
immortal Daniel?”

“In your breff, sah¥’ » )

Roosevelt is unquestlonbly the most ple-
turesque figure in the public life of this
country to-day. The possibility that he may
Yet atain the presidency lends additicnar
interest to the perscnality of the man. Few
men get so mych fun out of existence as
he does. )

When he wag located in Wahsington as a
Civil Service Commissioner, he had au
absurd experience with an applicant for
office who mistook for a personal invitation
the notice which he received of the place
and time at which an examination was to
be held. A domestic event of some import-
ance prevented him from attending, and he
wrote to Mr, Roosevelt an apolegetic note
on the subject. It was as follows:

“My Dear Brother—I am  very. sorry that
I could net meet you on the day you said
but I am glad of the Cause that Kept me
way. Let me tell yu, Mr. Comischer, I hav
bin muard 5 years an tel the Other Day
Me an my Wife hav bin the onley mbers
en ow famle. Well Sir on 'thé Da before
youre Exammenashun my Wife had a kup-
ple of tuins gest Think of it Mr. Comischer,
an of corse I cuddent go off an leave her an
them, I just stade home an we had a Sella-
bration an I invited all my frinds to din-
er I wish you had bin there. I Hope I
can be thare next time Mr. Comischer.
Very Trly yores etc.”

[y, Su—————

DESPATCH RIDER’S SANGFROID.

How He Fooled the Boers—Incidents of
the War in South Africa.

One of the despatch riders from Kimber-
ley rode a bicycle and his despatches were
made up in a brown paper parcel, which he
carried in his coat pocket. He rode at a
good pace, and on turning a treacherous
corner found himself face to face with a
party of about twenty Boers. He at once
dismounted and said ‘‘Good-day,” and as
his disguise was excellent, one of the Boers
shook hands with him. He told them he
was coming from Kimberley and was look-
ing for work. Before K they had time to
search him he brought out the brown paper
parcel of despatches and said he had two
sandwiches which they could have.

His seeming kindness touched the Boers.
They told him to keep his sandwiches, as
they had plenty of biitong, and let him go
on his way.

In reference to an instance already pub-
lished a correspondent says:

The Boers, it appears, have another dodge
which has nearly proved effectual, and if
accounts may be believed almost lost us the
battle of Elandslaagte. The Boers learned
our bugle calls, and while our trooDs were
charging their position sounded the “Cease
fire” and the ‘‘Retire.”” Our men were
about to retire, when one little trumpeter
had the presence of mind to call out ‘“Re-
tire bedamned!” and with all the strength
of his lungs blew the charge. - We should
like to meet that trumpeter and shake
hands with him.

In looting the Boers’ camp after Eland-
slaagte, one soldier got 100 sovereigns; an-
other received a check for £150 for helping
a wounded man down the hill.

L Here is another story of the kindly ways
of ‘the . Boers, ‘told by a- wounded min at
Maritzburg:  He found himself lying close
to his major, who had been killed. So he
coveted the dead officer’s face with a coat.

then kicked the face and body.

| PLANNED BY a3
Many"YemiP@ They. Determined to)

—in short a wonderfully accurate, though |
Benjamin

er” on the streets of the eapital, and & |.

A Boer came along, lifted the coat and;

End Briti

Rulle in South Africa;
From the London Times. ;

fd

Theodore Schreiner, a brother of the
‘Cape Premier, well known for his tem-

perance and religious work, based on a
manifesto issued by the Orange Free
State burghers by,l{ . Reitz, state secre-
St:n;y!'.ot the Transvaal. Mr, Schreiner

In this shameful and shameless docu-
ment, Sir Alfred Milner, Mr. Chamber-
lain, the British cabinet, the Queen of
E itish ng};u;on are de-

% 4 erers, 1ol -
ers of treaties, etc., and themrespmni, break_
bility - for the present war between the
Republic and England is sought to be
laid on their shoulders in a wealth of
Scurrilous and mendacious’ statement.
L feel impelled to write the following
lines, not to discuss matters, which have
passed beyond the pale of argument, but
to throw. a little personal historic light
on the question as to who is responsible
for ‘the present war, which may serve
to show that not Bngland, nor England’s
Queen, nor Emgland’s government, are
the real originators of the same.,

I met Mr, Reitz, then a judge of the
Orange Free State, in Bloemfontein, be-
tween seventeen and eighteen years ago,
shortly after  the retrocession of the
Irapsvaal, and when he was busy estab-
lishing the Afrikander Bord. It must be
patent to every ome that at that time, at
al events, Eugland and its government
had mo intention of taking away the in-
depeqdence of the Transvaal, for she
had just “magnanimousiy” granted the
same; no intention of making war on the
republic, for she had just made peace;
no intention to seize the Rand goldfields
for they were not yet discovered. At
that time, then, I met Mr. Reitz and
he did his best to get me to become a
member of his Afrikander Bond, but, af-
ter studying its constitution and pro-
gramme, I refused to do so, whereupon
the followmg collogquy in substance took
place between us, which has been indel-
ibly imprinted on my mind ever sinece:

I.{ertz—W'hy do you rtefuse? Is the
object of getting the people to take an
interest in political matters not a good
one?

Myself——Yes, it is; but I seem to 'see
p]wamtl_{11 )gere betiveen the lines of this
constitution much more ultims r aim-
ed at than that. " i

Reitz—What?

Myself—I see quite clearly that the
ultimate object aimed- at is the over-
throw of the British power and the ex-
puls:mm of the British flag from South
Africa.

Reltz (with his pleasant conscious
smile, as of one whose secret thought
and purpose had been discovered, and
who was not altogether displeased that
:ugh was the case)—Well, what if it is
o

' Myself—You don’t suppose, do you,
that that flag is going to disappear from
South Africa without a tremendous
struggle and fight?

Reigz (with the same pleasant self-
conscious, self-satisfied, and yet semi-
apologetic smile)—Well, I supose not; but
even so, what-of that? .
Myselt—Only this, that when = that
struggle rt}lkes place, you and I will be
on opposite sides; and what is more,
the God who was on the side of the
Trans.v.aal in the late war, because it
had right on its side, will be on the side
of England, because He must view with
abhorrence any plotting and scheming
to overthrow her power and position in
South Africa, which have been ordained
by Him.

Reitz—We'll see,

. Thus the conversation ended, but dur-
g that seventeen years that have elaps-
ed I have watched the propaganda, for
the overthrow of British power in South
Africa being céaselessly spread by every
possible means—the press, the puipit, the
platform, the schools, the colleges, the
legislature—until it has culminated in the
present war, of which Mr. Reitz and his
co-workers are the ‘origin and the cause.
Believe me, sir, the day on which F.
W. Feitz sat down to pen his wtimatum
to Great Britain was the proudest and
happxest moment of his life, and one
which had for long years been looked
forward to by him with eager longing
and expectation.

He and his co-workers have for yedrs
past plotted, worked, prepared for this
war, and the only matters in connection
with it in which they are disappointed
are—first, that they would rather the
war had come several years later, so
that their anti-British propaganda might
more fully have permeated the country;
secondly, that they would have liked to
have declared war against England at
a time when she should be involved in
some great struggle with a foreign power
instead of at a time when she is free to
give all her attention to South Africa;
and, lastly, they are disappointed im
finding out that English soldienrs can
fight.

It is true that an active factor in
bringing about this war has been the ex-
istence of the goldfields of the Ramd:
not, however, as asserted, because Eng-
Tland covets them, and has determined
to seize them, but because the wealth
drained from them has enabled the re-
publicans to become military powers of a
strength far out of proportion to their
population, and thus led F. W. Reitz &
Co. to think that their dream of a pan-
Afrikander Republic' and the ousting ot
the British flag may become a reality.
Hence their declaration of war against
England rather than grant just political
rights to the inhabitants, whom that
same wealth’ has led to settle down in
the Transvaal, and whose presence and
numbers, however useful to the Dutch
republiecs towards the production of
wealth to be used for the setting for-
ward -of their political aims, might, if
they became possessors of the franchise,
prove damaging to the success of the
scheme of the great pan-Afrikander Re-
public. Although I have been obliged
in this record of a historic reminiscence
to mention the Afrikander Boud, I do
not wish to be supposed to be attack-
ing that body as it exists in Cape
Colony at the present time, or to aceuse
it of backing Mr. Reitz up in his declara-
tion of war against the British Empire.
Its leaders claim that it and they are
loyal to England. So:'be it! My object
is to show that, not the British govern-
ment, but the republics, led by Kruger,
Reitz, Steyn and their co-workers. have
been steadily marching on towards this
war, and consciously plotting for it, ever
since the “magnanimous” retrocession of
the Transvaal by England, and even be-
for the Witwatersrand goldfields were
discovered. ‘

I am, ete,,
THEO SCHREINER.

Riversdale, Oct. 31.

-_

GRAIN CAR BLOCADE.
Chicago, Dec. 21.-—Notices have been

ssued by a number of roads running
west from Chicago to the effect that the
grain car blooade that existed among
the lines east bound from this city during
the past two or three months has been
lifted. Old railroad men say that the
blockade was the worst in local history.

"The Cape Times, just received by mail,
containg an important letter from Mr.|
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BE JUST AND:' FEAR NOT.
Fling out the standard to the breeze;
Britannia fears not friend orfoe.

Her sceptre sways the earth and seas;
Her sons are free to come and go—
To wander wheresoe’er they list,
’Spite sullen tongue or mailed fist.

The freedom bought by Britain’s blood,
Dear-bought, shall be as dearly sold.
Whate’er the price, we’ll make it good,
And scorn’ to barter rights for gold.
We love our peace—yet, by the Rood!
Woe to the foe who dares intrude:

Millions of Britons ready stand,

To fight the fight of right and wrong:
And -myriads more on every hand
Press forth to swell the martiai throng:
The proudest ‘joy our nation boasts—
Fach man a man—and men in hosts.

Our lands and seas are transient things;
Within rarselves our glory lies.

I'rom valiant depths our greatness springs;
Our hearts foreshadow victories:

Au empire’s undivided will, -

To show Britannia dauntless still

Count not on friendship from without;
We must our own salvation find.

The meagre smile, the hollow shout,
Can bsrely mask the hostile mind;
And strcug men may o’er-generous be
To sycophants on bended knee—

Perfidious friends who take—not give,
Till giving hath lost half its grace;

A try nd that’s fugitive—

The instinet of divided race—

A transitory, friendly note

When foes have seized them by the throat.

Away all such—we beg np Triends;
We fear no foes; we can be just.

We dedicate to higher ends _

The souls that animate our dust.

Not ours to palter, cringe or steal;
3ut help+like: men—the: commonweal..

What tho’ the hour is dark with care,
And sorrow broods o’er many hearts;
The best may grieve, but none despair,
While pain a nobler joy imparts.

Our star, in darkness, brighter glows
Than in the noonday of repose,

"From out the turmeil and the strife

Shall Britain rise with spotless’ fame,

And smile agein in radiant life,

-Victorious from the threat of shame:

And not the envy of the world

Can furl the flag that’s now unfurled.
—FRFDERIC IRVING TAYLOR.

Author of *In the Hour of Trial,” recently

-~ appearing In the Colomist. - ’

Victoria, December 21, 1800; . ‘5,1,_',,
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Order of all Chemists, or post free for
$1.50 from HMVANS & SONS, LTD., Vie-
toria,: B. O.

Martin, Pharmacentical Chemist,

nnthampton.

A MILKING RECORD,

A notewornthy milking record has been
established by the Red Poll cow Crocus,
which belonged to the famous Norfolk
dairy herd at Whitlingham, She gave
birth to her third calf on May 11, 1890,
since which date she continued wunin-
terruptedly in milk' till September 28,
1899, a period of over nine years, her
milk yield in the last week of her life
being at the rate of 4334 1bs., of nearly
4%, gallons. During the nine years four
months that she was continuously in
milk she yielded altogether 50,428 Ibs.,
or nearly 23 toms of milk. Over the last
five years the average quantity of but-
ter fat in her milk was as high as 4.3
per cent. Her live weight when sent to
market, after being on grass feed for the
last six months of her life, was 10 cwt.,
1 gr. 11bs. In the nine years since her
last calving she gave something like 45
times her own weight in miilk, and her
average productioin during that period
was 5,403 lbs. of milk, or considerably
ever 500 gallons per annum. For a mod-
erate sized cow this is a remarkable per-
formance which has aroused much inter-

4 est amongst the breeders of Red Polls.—

London Times.

B 4
POSTAL CLERKS' PAY.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Vancouver, Dec. 22.—The World says

government will inerease all post office
clerks under $800 five dollars a month,
As the post office inspector’s réport is not
in, the inspiration must have come from
1 other sourges. :

it is in a position to announce that the .
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