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: Ebe (Colonist SIR HIBBERT’S CHARGES. that the United States flag Would be 
substituted for that of Spain they would 
fall over each other in their haste to wel­
come their self-styled deliverers. They 
are learning their mistake, but it is a 
very ^expensive lesson. Of course they 
will conquer the Filipinos; but their mis­
sion at the outset was not to conquer but 
to bring freedom, and the Filipino 
a distinction if the average United States 
citizen does not.

invited to express its views, would prac­
tically put an end at once and forever 
t> the immigration into Canada of the 
Chinese and Japanese who compete with 
white labor. This act prohibit# the im­
migration into Natal of “ any person 
who when asked to do so by an officer 
appointed under this act shall fail to 
himself write out and sign in the char­
acters of any lahguage of ' Europe an' 
application to the Colonial Secretary in 
the form set out in schedule B to this 
Act.” This would bar every Chinese 
coolie or Japanese workingman ; but Mr.
Chamberlain said: “If the particular 
test in that law is not regarded as suffi­
cient, there is no reason why a more 
stringent and effective one should not be
adopted, so long as the disqualification THE DISALLOWANCE 
is not based specifically on distinction of 
race or color.” Surely no person desir­
ous of restricting Oriental immigration 
could ask anything more than the British t*ie British Columbia legislature,
government was not only willing to con- which have been disallowed by the Gov- 
cede, but regarded as important to be cruor-t.eneral, is published, 
done if there is any real danger. Surely a PamPhlet of 32 pages, 
when the i provincial government was mucb *n it that can actually be called 
asked to set forth the reasons why there new’ but as the incident is of peculiar 
should fbe restrictive legislation of this interest, we give a summary, 
far-reaching character, an opportunity 
unique \ in character was presented,
.which men who were really in earnest 
would have embraced with alacrity. Not 
so the provincial government. Instead 
of accepting this offer to secure the re^ 
striction of the immigration of Oriental 
laborers entirely, they pleaded that they 
were not aiming at anything of the kind, 
and that the legislation objected to was 
not intended to shut out Oriental com­
petition in any except a few cases. We 
quote Mr. Cotton's report to the Exeeu- 
tiee Council :

ger to life of minet» fias, sething". to do 
with it.

:

There is to be no investigation into Sir *n t IIt is evident to any e»e from the <w- 
respondence that month# ago the whole 
question of Oriental exclusion might have 
been under discussion between the

Hibbert Tupper’s charges. The minis­
try preferred to rest upon technicalities 
and trust to their majority in the house 
to pull them through. We suppose this is 
politics. It certainly is not statesman­
ship, The large scope of the charge and 
the variety of matters embraced in them 
afforded the government an* excuse for a 
course, which may be sufficient for parlia­
mentary purposes; but the people of Can­
ada will impatiently brush all such con­
siderations aside. They will deal with 
the undisputed and indisputable facts of 
the case, which are that grave scandals 
affecting the integrity of the administra­
tion of the Yukon and the trustworthi- 

of the officials havé beçn allowed to
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pro­
vincial and federal governments with the 
full approval of the Imperial government, 
which pointed out the way in which ac­
ceptable legislation might be passed, if 
it bad not been for the perverseness of 
the provincial government, and its 
mastering inclination to play the role 
of the demagogue. We are not discuss­
ing anything except the exposure of the 
pretensions of the government to be the 
friend of the workingman.

DOMINION DAY.
■» •

Thirty-two years ago today Canada 
came into existence ,as a dominion com 
fx>sed of federated provinces. The orig­
inal union, as nearly every one knows, 
only embraced what are now the prov­
inces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. This union was 
the outcome of negotiations begun some 
years earlier for a. union of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward’s 
Island- A meeting of delegates was be­
ing held at Charlottetown in the last 
named province to formulate a scheme, 
when representatives from old Canada 
arrived on the scene and suggested the 
wider project, which was consummated 
in due course. The union was made con­
ditional by the Maritime Provinces upon 
the construction of the Intercolonial rail­
way. There was not much opposition 
to the abstract idea of a union, but the 
Quebec Terms, as they were called, 
evoked a great deal of hostility. They 
were stoutly opposed by the late Hon. 
Joseph Howe, who had been one of the 
earliest; public men to suggest a union 
of all British North America. So intense

sees
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We are glad to see in the Rossland 
Miner a very excellent article upop the 
iron mines of Britsh Columbia and the 
importance of something being done to 
lead the their utilization. This subject is 
pot new, but it has been much talked of 
recently. It has occupied the attention 
of the business men in the state of Wash­
ington and British Columbia, for there 
seems to be- undoubted reason for believ. 
ing the field here is a good one for a large 
iron smelting establishment. A great 
deal of money was spent at Kirkland, on 
Lake Washington, and not far from Se­
attle, about ten or twelve years ago with 
the avowed intention of putting up an 
extensive iron plant. How much of it 
was genuine and how much a town lot 
boom pure and simple will perhaps never 
be known to the public, but there is a 
good deal of ground for supposing it to 
have been chiefly the latter. A very 
promising start was made at Port Towns­
end, and the traveller by the Sound 
steamers can see the ovens in the dis­
tance south of that town. Later Mr. D. 
H. Gilman, who for years was one of the 
most prominent business men of Seattle, 
endeavored to interest New York capital 
in a great iron plant to be established 
at Seattle, 
along the Coast as far north as Rivers 
Inlet under consideration, and at one 
time appeared on the eve of carrying his 
project to a successful conclusion. Later 
still some people started a project for 
a great iron smelter at Port Angeles, and 
two or three different concerns had the 
matter in hand. It is not very long since 
the last of these expressed themselves as 
confident of being able to carry through 
their plans successfully. Several pro­
jects of the same nature have been pro­
posed in British Columbia and

ness
remain unanswered. After everything 
else has been said, this regrettable fact 
remains, and the people will hold Mr. 
Sifton and his colleagues responsible 
for' it.

Mr. Sifton has attempted to draw a red 
herring across the trail by challenging an 
inquiry into his personal integrity. The 
Colonist can claim to have been the first 
paper in Canada to point out the exist­

er abuses in the administration of

CORRESPONDENCE.
E i.

The correspondence relating to certain Non-Progressive Victoria?
It makes 

There is not ■iu «<•#» WHAT A LIBEL
See the matMmonial ..wave and say non- 

progressive. With the matrtinontal 
has come the ftuit 
fruit jars.

season
season, and with itOn March 14, 1898, Mr. Shimizu, 

Japanese Consul at Vancouver, ad­
dressed a letter to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
asking him to cause a bill introduced 
into'the it mise of Commons by Mr. W. 
W. B. MvInnés, putting a poll tax of 
$500 on J apanese immigrants, to be with­
drawn.

1 ence
the Yukon, but on/ no occasion did it 

intimate that these touched Mr. Sif-

2 qt„ SI.OO 
|1 qt.., 80 Cti»
1 pt., 60 ctfr Jrever

ton’s .personal honor or reflected upon 
anything except his fitness to administer 

was the feeling in Nova Scotia on the the ag.lirs 0f that portion of Canada, 
question of terms that Dr. Topper, -as he It pointed out that its information show- 
then was, was unwilling to face an ap- the necess,ty 0f a searching inquiry 
peal to the people on them and carried wb;ch would relieve the name of Canada 
the province into the union without the from tbe reproaches that were being 
sanction of a popular vote.’ Many years heaped upon ;t, never suggesting that the 

-- were required to overcome the feeling freest disciosures when made would 
- thereby created, but there is no doubt reach cabinet circles and show that any 

that it was this masterly, if extraordi- Qf Qur public men were profiting by the 
nary, course that made confederation wrongtul acts of their subordinates, 
possible. New Brunswick dealt with Holding tbese vieWs, we took the posi- 
tke issue at two elections, the first be- tiQn whpn gir Hibbert made his first 
ing overwhelmingly against it. The sec- spce‘eh and Mr_ sifton replied with an 
ond, which took place a year afterwards assurance of bis personal integrity, that 
and in the face of a threatened invasion ^ ]aUer was beside tbe question alto- 
of Fenians, being equally the other way, gether_ which is not wbether or not Mr. 
In old Canada there was practically no gjfton ;s an bonest man, but whether he 
difference of opinion, parties having | selected bonest men to discharge the 

- - formed a coalition to carry the measure, j ^ and difflcu,t responsibilities ' cast 
Looking back over the years that have i hig department by the discovery of

passed and with tile memory of the ad­
vocates of confederation yet fresh in 
mind, it must be conceded that the 
men responsible for the union builded 
wiser than they knew. There were elo­
quent* speakers in those days. Among 
them were some far superior to any men

'j HALE EABIT PEACHES, 
MOORE PARK APRICOTS

Ashley Sharpless- Strawberries- at mark*-, rates.
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier in reply 

said that Mr. Melnnes was acting within 
his rights as a private member, but he 
hoped and believed that nothing would 
be done in Canada to interrupt friendly 
relations with Japan.

On Aug ist 3rd of the same year, Mar­
quis Kato, Japanese minister in London, 
addressed a letter to the Marquis of 
Salisbury, bringing under bis notice the 
anti-Japanese legislation of British Col­
umbia, passed in 1898, and expressing

OUR SATURDAY SNAPS, SE|p, TttfM.

Dixi H. Ross & Co
£

E.G. Prior & Go.,The undersigned would point out that 
the statutes passed by the legislature of 
this province, imposing certain restric­
tions on the employment of Japanese in 
British Columbia, while it is respectfully 
submitted clearly within the power of
that body, do not impose restrictions the opinion that in the opinion of the 
nearly as onerous or far-reaching as ! Japanese government “such measures, if 
would be the ease were legislation enact- ; 
ed by the Parliament of Canada on tbe \ 
lines' of the Immigration Act of Natal, j jutiously affect the cordial and cornmer- 
which appears not to be considered ob- ; ,'ia| relations which now happily exist 
jectionable by Her Majesty’s govern- h f Tnnan andment. NO LIMITATION ON THE “etwefn " v
NUMBER OF JAPANESE PERSONS Canada, and which have every prospect 
WHO may COME INTO CANADA of further development in the near 
IS SUGGESTED BY THE STAT- futUre.”
UTES PASSED BY THE PROVIN­
CIAL LEGISLATURE.

He had most of the minesjf Limited Lïitu
VICTORIA, VANCOUVER, KAMLOOPS.

.
Li

Xallowed to become law, cannot but in SLV:
S

the Dominion of
I v, j! the Klondike. So also we take the posi- 

j tion now that Mr. Sifton by interjecting 
his personal reputation into the subject 
raises a false issue, and one that will 
not blind the country to the real ques­
tion.

I
In this letter M. Kato said

V. more or
less progress has been made upon them. 
Perhaps it may be truthfully said that 
some of them have not been yet abandon­
ed. It was at one time said that the 
Great Northern railway intended to erect 
iron smelting works at some point along 
its line on the Coast. In all these in­
stances the promoters believed they 
a good profit in iron mining. There is a 
large Coast market, and we suppose it 
is reasonable to expect that the expand­
ing trade of the Pacific will 
kets elsewhere, although there are doubt­
less large deposits of iron ore in both 
China and Japan.

We reprint the Miner’s article and have 
to express our very hearty satisfaction 
that it has brought the question 
more to the front.

that the Japanese in Canada were fewCIAL LEGISLATURE. NO RE- i .
STRICTION IS PLACED BY THOSE i m number, are law-abiding and have 
STATUTES ON SUCH PERSONS j done nothing to necessitate legislation

ried on under the authority of privileges , 11, and on November 10 the Governor- 
or franchises conferred by the legisla- General was advised by his ministers 
ture of British Columbia. That excep­
tion is working in coal mines, the legis­
lature from the evidence placed before 
it having come to the conclusion that 
the employment of Chinese or Japanese 
underground 
danger. A1

} jêgg-

Mm

This letter was
Sir Hibbert Tapper has devoted great 

labor to the presentation of the case
: ■:■! ::in public life today in the use of fervid

imagery and impassioned appeal. But! Yukon adminstration. He
none of them ventured to picture such j ^ adduced a mass ot facts thilt ca„not

be explained away on the floor di par­
liament, and upon which the public mind 
can only be settled when an investigation 
has t)een held by a tribunal of whose im­
partiality there can be no doubt. He has 
done the country valuable service and at 

considerable risk to his reputation

m
I

to transmit it to the Lieutpnant-Governor 
of British Columbia. In the meanwhile 
the Japanese minister was informed 

t his representations were under Gen­
eration.

On December 17 the Privy Council for 
Canada reviewed all the British Colum­
bia legislation of 1898, and all the acts 

left to their operation with th4§ex- 
ception of one bringing into force the 
Revised Statutes, one respecting the 
C. P. N. Company and those containing 
the anti-'Japanese clauses. The objection 
to the first mentioned act is that the Re­
vised Statutes profess to deal with the 
composition of juries in criminal cases, 
and to the second that it gives the com-

a dominion as has Come into existence, or 
dreamed of such a future as we can 
now see in store for us. Indeed though 
there are only few survivors of the gen­
eration of public men who accomplish­
ed the great task of cementing British 
North America, we are just beginning to 
grasp sonic idea of the greatness in store 
for our country and to realize that a na­
tion was born on that eventful day in 
July, 1867.

saw
¥

munderground in coal mines is a source of 
1__d__ All that is sought to be at­
tained by the legislation in question is 
that Chinese or Japanese persons shall 
not be allowed to find employment on 
works, the construction of which has 
been authorized or made possible of 
complishment by the granting of certain 
privileges or franchises by the legisla- 

It will therefore be seen that 
the restrictrep provisions are merely in 
the nature of a condition in agreements 
of contracts between the provincial gov­
ernment and particular individuals or 
companies whereby certain privileges, 
franchises, concessions and in some cases 
also subsidies and guarantees, are grant­
ed to such individuals or companies in 
consideration of only white labor being 
employed in the works which are the sub­
ject matter of sne-h agreements.

Sole
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Bail Bearings
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Tool Grinders. Send lor catalogues and prices.
We also have a complete stock of Ire n. Steel, Hardware, Mill and Loggers’ Sup­

plies, Wagons, Buggies and Carts.

open mar-

very
as a public man. The matter cannot stop 
where it is, whatever action the ministry 
may take. We believe their own sup­
porters will demand from them what 
will not be conceded to the request of the 
opposition. The Yukon scandals must be 
cleared up, and the men who are res­
ponsible for them must be made to feel 
the weight of public indignation, even 
though they neither knew of their exist­
ence nor particpqted in any benefit from 
them. A government must be held res­
ponsible for the results of its policy. 
Our institutions will be robbed of their 
greatest value if a ministry can be al-

wereac-
=

once
The subject might 

be advantageously considered by those 
people who are interested in seeing the 
value of Victoria realty advance. Sites 
admirably suited for the location of 
iron furnace are to be found near the 
city* and we suppose Victoria is 
veniently situated as respects ores, fluxes 
and coke as any other point of the 
Coast.

tore.
heard from on February 13th, when a 
report from Mr. Cotton was transmitted 
to the Governor-General. In this re­
port Mr. Cotton takes the following po­
sitions: That the Natal act could not 
be passed by the provincial legislature,

THE ATLIN MUDDLE.

It would be unfair to criticize the ac­
tion of Judge Irving in demanding a de­
posit of $25.00 before taking up any 
claim preferred 
without knowing some thing more about 
it; but at first sight it seems a mistake 
and almost certain to mean a denial of 
justice to very many deserving persons. 
We do not think the legislature contem­
plated that any pecuniary obstacle would 
be placed in the way of claimants. We 
have so high an opinion of Judge'Ir­
ving’s sense of right 1 ha ! we feel sure he 
must have some explanation for adopt­
ing this rule, which does not occur to 
us at this distance; nevertheless we feel 
it right to express what we are sure is 
the wish of all the people of this prov­
ince, namely that the gateway of justice 
in Atliu shall not be closed to a man sim­
ply because he has spent all he has in an 
endeavor to protect his rights pending 
the arrival of the judge. The province 
will hold the government responsible for 
any denial of justice that takes place.

It is difficult to imagine a greater ex­
hibition of incompetency and mismanage­
ment that has been afforded at Atlin. 
Last year a furious cry went up against 
Mr. Turner and his colleagues because 
they did not deal,more vigorously with 
the conditions existing on the Stickine in 
1897 and the spring of 1898. There was 
much excuse for any apparent failure of 
that government adequately to grasp the 
situation. One explanation was that the 
government and every one else was ig­
norant of what tiie conditions actually 
were. Another was that it was difficult 
to get any word into the district for the 
greater part of the time. Another was 
that no one quite knew what was best 
to be done. Nevertheless the government 
.acted with energy and if they did not ae- 
-eomplish as much as they hoped for and 
the country expected, the fault does not 
rest upon their shoulders, but was due to 
facts or circui*tance6 over which no one 
had any contrtH. With Atlin the ease has 
been very different. Here is a district 
easy of access. People have been going 
backward and forward ever since the 
first discovery of gold was reported. 
Every one knew just what conditions 
existed. Every one knew the importance 

1 of early and energetic action on the part 
of the government. What do we find? 
The summer fast passing away and prac­
tically nothing being done. It is no part 
of the.duty of the Colonist to point out to 
the government what it ought to have 
done. We shall only say that no great 
degree., of ingenuity would have been nec­
essary to devise some way of straight­
ening out the muddle long ago, or at least 
of having things in a fair way of being 
settled, so that the development of the 
district would not be retarded for a sea­
son. The duty of the government is to 
find a nolicy which will be equal to emer­
gencies^ as they arise, and that they have 
not done so in the case of Atlin is beyond 
sill question.

ll an 1897
"pany mentioned the right to operate be 
tween points in Canada and foreign j that the Natal act, if passed by parlia- 
poiuts, both of which are matters out of j ment, would be ineffectual for the pur- 
the jurisdiction of the local legislatures, j Poses intended and would be more repug-

made that nant to Japan than the legislation com-, 
to their opera- plained of, that the restriction upon 

Japanese proposed by the local legisla­
ture is very much less extensive than 
that imposed in Natal, that, except in 
connection with work carried on under 
legislative franchises and in the coal 
mines, Japanese are not interfered with 
in this province, that all that is sought 
by the proposed legislation “is that Chi­
nese or Japanese shall not be allowed to 
find employment on works, the construc­
tion of which has been authorized or 
made possible of accomplishment by the 
granting of certain privileges or fran­
chises by the legislature,” that British 
Columbia is peculiarly subject to the dis­
advantages of Japanese immigration, 
that if Japanese may be employed on 
public works they would monopolize the 
employment offering, that Imperial in­
terests demand that British Columbia 
shall be occupied by a thoroughly Brit­
ish population which cannot be if the 
standard of living is lowered and that 
there is reason to believe that Japanese 
will entirely supplant white labour in 
many important industries. In view of 
these considerations Mr. Cotton recom-

before him in Atlin as con-
By R E. QOSNELLf

rHere we have the provincial govern-/,,,he 
ment, through Mr. Cotton, pleading Hia-t 
they do not aim at restricting the lium­
ber of Oriental immigrants who shal£ 

into Canada, that they do not de-

recommendation" was 
hese acts be left 

tion provided the government would 
undertake to repeal the objection- 
abie clauses, 

jingly repealed. The report of the 
Minister of Justice on the anti-Japanese

■o-
THE JAPANESE Cloth $1 50 per copy 

Paper Cover I 00 per copy
lowed to throw responsibility upon sub­
ordinates'.

CORRESPONDENCE.

There has at no time been any disposi­
tion on the part of the Imperial govern­
ment to prevent the placing of restric­
tions upon Oriental immigration if there 
is any real prospect of its becoming a 
menace to white labor in Canada. On 
July 20, 1898, Mr. Chamberlain, writing 
to the Governor-General, said:

They were accord--o- come
sire to restrict them from engaging in 
competition with, white labor anywhere 
except in coal mines and underground 
there, and only want to keep them from 
working for certain incorporated com­
panies or individuals who nlay hyvv 
received franchises from the legislature.

THE PHILIPPINES.

It is stated that the censorship over 
the news serif out from the Philippines 
is such as has no parallel in the ease of 
recent military operations. Through the

CHH WRADH SUPPLIED.In it he referslauses is in some detail.
0 the Natal act “ To place ceitain re- 
rictions upon immigration,” which was

i
I

: This book contains very complete 
historical, political, statistical, agri­
cultural, mining and general Infor­
mation of British Columbia. Pro­
fusely Illustrated.

commended to the attention of the par­
liament of Canada by Mr. Chamberlain 
as an efficient and unobjectionable way 

"of dealing with the matter of Japanese 
immigration, if the influx should be found 
at any time to be-prejudicial to the inter­
ests of Canada. The Minister of Justice 
suggested that all the correspondence 
should be sent to tkj British Columbia 
government, with the request that its 
views should be communicated to the 
Governor-General. This report with the 
correspondence referred to was received 
by the Lieutenant-Governor on Jan i:iry 
4, 1899.

In this batch of correspondence were 
four letters from Mr. Shimizu, in which 
he took seven points, namely: That no 
satisfactory reason has been or can be 
given 1'or discriminative legislation 
against the Japanese; that the legislation 
complained of is in violation of the 
treaty between Great Britain and Japan; 
that it is contrary to the principles of 
international law; that owing to the 
difference between Japanese and Chinese 
the arguments applicable to the ore do 
not apply to the other; that the number 
of Japanese in British Columbia is less 
than one-tenth that of the Chinese; that 
Japan regulates immigration and conse­
quently the government of that country 
can and will control the departure of 
people TT their influx into any country 
ought to be restricted; and that the re­
strictive legislation will be detrimental 
to the growing trade between Canada 
and Japan.

On February 9th Mr. Shimizu drew 
the attention of the Governor-General 
to the paragraph in the speech at the 
opening of the legislature, promising 
legislation to prevent Japanese from 
working in coal mines, and also to the 
several private bills introduced con­
taining an anti-Japanese clause. On 
February 28th Mr. Shimizu protested 
against the provision in the Liquor Li­
cense act prohibiting Japanese from tak­
ing out1 license. On February 18th the 
Japanese Minister drew Mr. Chamber­
lain’s attention to the legislation respect­
ing Japanese in coal mines, which pro­
test was duly transmitted to the Gover­
nor-General.

The provincial government was first

statements that are made by persons 
who have returned it is becoming very 
clear that the operations of the United 
States forces have been by no means a 

One naval officer, who

f:
Mr. Chamberlain said, substantially: If 
there is any real danger of Japanese 
competition, here is a way to prevent it 
in every line of industry. The Domin­
ion government said to the provincial 
government: Give us your reasons for
thinking that Japanese immigration 
should be restricted. The provincial 
government replies: We do not aim at 
restricting Oriental competition; we only 
want to keep them from doing certain 
kinds of work; we are willing that in 
every other line of industry they shall 
compete with white people. The pro­
vincial government was offered all that 
can be desired by any one in the way of 
restrictions upon Japanese or Chinese 
immigration. They ' said they did not 
want all. and insisted upon having a 
very partial measure of restriction, even 
when told that “ it would give legiti­
mate offence to a power with whom Her 
Majesty is and earnestly desires to re­
main on friendly terms.” They got 
nothing. Mr. Chamberlain promptly de­
tected the thinness of the pretensions of 
the provincial government and pro­
nounced the legislation in question to be 
“ admittedly only partial and ineffect­
ive.”

In the meantime I havei JH
Hiit-!’

to request
that you will impress upon your ministers 
that restrictive legislation of the type of 
which the legislation in question appears 
to be is extremely repugnant to the senti­
ments of the people and government of 
Japan, and yon should not fail to im­
press upon them the importance, if there; 
is any real prospect of a large influx of 
Japanese laborers into Canada, of deal- 

fact that the rainy season is coming on. inS with it by legislation in the Dominion 
and the number of men sent to hospital is' Parliament on the lines of the accom- 
,, , , , , , panying Natal Act. which is likely to besteadily increasing, it betrays a state of generally adopted iu Australia.

things which the officer in question does Here we have a distinct recognition on 
not state too strongly when he calls it the part 0f the Imperial government that 
disastrous. Every one seems to concede Japanese immigration may grow s0 scri. 
that the peace commission headed by Dr. ^us that it must be cheeked, and the 
Schurman has been a complete failure, importance of checking it in such an 
The natives simply will not discuss terms eventuality is impressed upon the Do- 
at all. They believe they’can drive the minion government. In transmitting 
United States forces out of the country this despateh to the British Columbia 
and set up an independent republic, and government, the Dominion government 
while they hold such views as these there Se,lt with it the report of the Minister of 
is little use in talking to them about ac- justiCe, in which this sentence occurs : 
cepting a government at the hands of Thp provincial government should be 
men whom they regard as invaders, and asked to give the matter early considera- 
as much the enemies of their freedom ns t>on, and state for the information of 
were the Snrmiards. Your Excellency’s government any facts

, or reasons which they desire to be con-\\ bile all this may be admitted, no one sid(Ted.
can suggest how the United States gov- This is a distinct invitation to the 
crûment can withdraw from the position provincial government extended in De- 
:t has taken. A large sum of money was oember last to discuss the whole question 
paid to Spain in consideration of her sov- of Oriental immigration with the object 
ereigntj over the islands. This agreement 0f giving effect to the views held by the 
placed the W ashington government in Imperial government. Mr. Chamberlain 
the place occupied by that of Madrid, opened the door for the consideration of 
Doubtless it was anticipated that the whole question* and the Dominion 
people who were in rebellion against government extended an invitation to 
Spain would hasten to welcome the new the Provincial government to present its 
comers. In this regard the people of the reasons for thinking that action should 
United States made a characteristic mis- be taken. Here was a golden opportu- 
take. The system of education Jn vogue# nhy. If the provincial government were 
in that country produces the most extra- re:illy desirous of protecting white labor 
ordinary kind of provincialism. It has from Oriental competition, here was the 
taught a whole nation to suppose that best possible chance that could be asked, 
the rest of the world takes them at the ,\s Mr. Chamberlain afterwards pointed 
estimate of the I ourth of July orators. out, it was not of the practical exclusion 
The great majority of the people of the 0f Japanese that the Mikado’s govern- 
United States really believe that there is ment complained, but to their exclusion 
no corner of the world where the Ameri- by name, “ which specifically stamps the 
can eagle is not regarded as the bird of whole. nation as undesirable.” The 
freedom and where the Stars and Stripes Natal Act recommended to the Domin- 
.would not be welcomed as a badge of jon government as one that ought to be 
security of life, liberty and property. The passed if there was any real danger of 
people honestly supposed that the mo- a large influx of Japanese, and in regard 
ment Aguinalao and his followers heard to which the provincial government was

great success, 
was connected with Admiral Dewey’s 
fleet, says that the troops occupy rather 
less ground than they did a year ago. 
This of itself is a very ^serious state­
ment, and taken in connection with the
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mended that the anti-Japanese clauses 
be not repealed. This report was ac­
cepted by the provincial government and 
on February 10th was forwarded to the 
Governor-General.

On March 23rd Mr. Chamberlain 
wrote to the Governor-General saying 
that “Her Majesty’s government must 
regret to find the government and legis­
lature. of British Columbia adopting a 
course that is justly regarded as offen­
sive by a friendly power.” He recom­
mends the passage of such a measure as 
the Natal act, which will be of general 
application and in the name of the gov­
ernment “strongly deprecates the pass­
ing of exceptional legislation affecting 
Japanese already in the province.”

of British Cblumbia. to. reconsider its
action.

On June 2nd Sir Wilfrid Laurier tele­
graphed Mr. Semlin asking if he had any 
suggestions to make, 
ferred him to Mr. Cotton’s report. There­
upon the Labour Regulation act and 
the Tramway Incorporation act were 
disallowed, with an earnest recommem 
dation to the legislature to repeal the ob­
jectionable clauses in the many private 
acts, which were not disallowed lest in­
convenience should be caused thereby.

This summary is so long that com­
ments on the correspondence must be re­
served until another occasion.

:

i
Mr. Semlin rc-

The attitude of the provincial govern­
ment is one of rank demagoguery. It is 
inspired by the hope that they can pose 
as the only champions of white labor in 
Canada. They expect to be able to be­
fool fhe people into thinking that they 
and they alone are standing out against 
the Imperial government and the Do­
minion government in an effort to keep 
Oriental labor from competing with 
white labor. The utter fallacy of their 
claim is fully demonstrated by the corres­
pondence. Mr. Cotton has given their 
case away in his usual fashion. He and 
his government were so anxious to play 
the role of demagogues that they did 
not see that they were rejecting some­
thing far more in the interest of white 
labor than the paltry half measures 
which they have insisted upon retaining 
on the statute book only to have them 
disallowed. The object of insisting on 
the maintenance of the legislation as to 
Japanese iu coal mines is ohvioris. Dan-

I
On April 19th, 1899, Mr. Chamberlain 

wrote to the Governor-General acknowl­
edging the decision reached by the Brit­
ish Colombia government. He said that 
Her Majesty’s government felt unable 
to withdraw their objections to the legis­
lation, which he pointed out was admit­
tedly only partial and ineffective. “It 
is not the practical exclusion of Japanese 
to which the government of the Mikado 
objects,” said Mr. Chambmerlain, “but 
their exclusion nomination, which spe­
cifically stamps the whole nation as un­
desirable.” He again urges the passage 
of a law similar to that adopted in Natal 
or one even more restrictive, and de­
clares that any legislation specifically di­
rected at the subjects of a friendly power 
is contrary to the guiding 'principles of 
British rule. He urges the government

!
f

a The monument to David Barton, the 
first senator elected from Missouri, which 
was the first state organized out of th«- 
Louisiana purchase, will be removed 
from the city cemetery at Booneville to 
the state university campus, where it 
will be placed beside that of Thomas 
Jefferson.
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Atlin Mine

Delegates of the l 
Their Grievanc 

vine,oil Govi

Member for Ca 
From His Part 

of Jusi
t

Mr. Hans Helgesen, 
fellow delegates from 1 
zens of the Atlin disl 
liam McCfaney, Jam< 
Dr. Monro and Capta 
conference with the p 
yesterday morning, wl 
their grevances 
manner, Mr. Helgesen 
convenience, handing 
memorandum :
‘‘To the Honorable» th< 

cil of the Province 
bia.

in a

“Gentlemen: I hav;
by the merchants an< 
men of Atliri City and 

< fore you, in conjunctioi 
from the working mine 
trict, certain matters 1 
are weighing heavily u 
and general prosperity 
which I have been chi 

“I cannot believe tha 
is cognizant of the lo 
suffering „ which have hi 
several acts of your adi 
Atlin district.

“Disputed Claims.— 
tangle which took plac< 
office at Atlin last fall 
casion of much trouble 
ing operations * in the 
has been greatly aggrai 
which has taken place 
the inquiry of your judj 

■ii. appointed to settle the I 
The inquiry has how B 
ever, and we are hopej 
be a speedy settlement, 

„ to claims.
“But in the opinion j 

the people whom I re 
fair and unjust* to for] 
whose cases may conn 
missioner, to pay $25 t 
the right which the 1 
them. This exaction \i 
injustice, for many clj 
eyless and their just A 
count alone will be saJ 
should be established a 
a claimant makes gq 
money paid in should 
any case we believe tli 
heavy.

“Another matter in tl 
powers* of the gold coi 
be so enlarged that h 
hereafter to settle allj 
may arise, otherwise 3 
to accept any record tj 
as in the past, and then 
that are in dispute, tj 
that has arisen in the ti 
ed in the future, to 

‘ all the community.
“The Close Season.d 

harmful and disheartd 
' your administration id 

been the successive ex 
made of the close seasd 
The date fiAt set for fl 

* begin was June 1; it l 
to June 15; then to Jj 
is announced that the 
open until August 1, id 
the; year as to appear ij 
the working miner. V 
ta tion in asserting tha] 
there been any just red 
lays. Your honorable 
aware of the suffering 
on the miners and bud 
district by these repeal 
unanimous demand gd 
Atlin that a date seva 
than August 1 should] 
for the open season to □ 
been, we understand, si 
claims, recorded in ] 
many hundreds of won 
iu at great expense ed 
fully expecting that a| 
must be represented, ea 

_ man, there would be j 
ployment on and aftd 
there undoubtedly wou 
cept for the postpone! 
season. Many minera 
gaged to work, or wel 
but when the closed sel 
tion of the government] 
owners of the claims a 
men, and so they have] 
remain from week tq 
month to month so fan 
of this season in com] 
under conditions whom 
ly expensive.

“AH this was dishea] 
treme. The merchants 
stocks of goods in vied 
ployment of men whicl 
the 5,000 or 0,000 e-Iain 
but they have been disal 
interests sacrificed for] 
Many merchants in via 
which were made to tfl 
ment, extended them <] 
to keep them from stt 
this is now pure loss ten 
men have not bqpn d 
employment gew seem a 
sible, except the irnml 
the closed season is or] 

“Hydraulic Leases.- 
government in the issud 
draulic mining has pd 
ployment of a great d 
necessary work of pros] 
with a view to deternJ 
and to obtain the nel 
floating their eompaniel 

“It has also had the I 
ing out capital. Nud 

. have come here with I 
capital behind them. | 
but have gone out in { 
able to acquire ground 
ment has refused to grd 

“We therefore earned 
government will at d 
evil by granting hydri 
applied for, and recomnj 
commissioner.

“H. H
'‘On behalf of the md 

men and miners of A
* * I

Mr. Helgesen—a ve 
self—says that w'hile tl 
unquestionably valuara 
its worth is as yet ui 
the reason that it has j 
ter prospected, 
w’ould be many times 
not for the amateur wra 
trict is being worked 
enced miners

Its o

are mer 
- he has seen no worse q 

or place. The men do 
per way to go aboutth 
claims, and will not as' 
much time, money and 

- literally wasted* and th 
sadly misjudged by t

.
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