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Ube Colonist ment is likely to be made. The Govern
ment have said- very little on the sut ject. 
Our readers have seen what Sir John 
•Macdonald said to our special correspond 
ent. The Premier’s comments on the 
Globe’s Washington telegram reveal no 
state secrets. They inform us of the 
steps that have been taken towards the 
appointment of a reciprocity commission, 
but say nothing about the instructions 
that will be given to the Canadian com
missioner, or What line he will probably 
take.

Sir John Macdonald spoke in Toronto, 
at the Albany club, on the twenty- 
seventh of last month. Speaking of the 
stand taken 
he is reported to have said:

“ Their organs have declared that the 
policy of the Grits is new free trade. 
They are going to sweep away the cus
toms houses along the line, and at the 
same time surround us with the McKin
ley tariff. They are so afraid now that 
Sir Richard is saying we are going to steal 
their thunder. But thunder from such 
quarters is not worth stealing and we 
will have none of it. The policy we intro
duced in 1878 we are going to stand by, 
but while we are going to stand by our 
national policy, I might say that in the 
past every measure of reciprocal trade 
we have got from our neighbors has been 
got by the Conservatives. I believe there 
is room for extending our trade on a fair 
basis, -that there are things in which we 
can enlarge bounds without, in any way, 
infringing on the national policy.’’

It will be seen from this that a fiscal 
revolution is not contemplated. The 
National Policy is not to be abandoned. 
What the Premier means by extending 
trade on a fair basis will, no doubt, be 
seen when the Government publishes its 
programme.

many advantages of education have 
writ en. Ordinarily, that is ' quite true. 
But men should not, in an important mat
ter, in which the life and liberty of a 
fellow-citizen are at stake, attempt to do 
what they cannot do well, and what it is 
not necessary for them to do at all. They 
were not required to hand in a written 
verdict.

The second finding of the jliry 
somewhat better, and not so .obviously 
self-contradictory. It was “ We find the 
prisoner guilty of murder, but unpre
meditated.” It might ha^ struck some 
of the jurymen that to kill a man without 
premeditation was not murder at all. It 
is the intention, or the thinking, or the 
meditating that is done beforehand that 
makes killing a man murder.

The last verdict made and rendered in 
the box was the only one that was clear 
and precise. It was :—

14 We find the prisoner guilty of man
slaughter.”

It is evident that it was the word 
“premeditation” over which the jury 
stumbled. Not one of the twelve men 
seamed to have anything, like a clear no
tion of what this word signified. IÇ was 
like the old lady’s Mesopotamia, a lovely 
word,, and they considered no matter 
what it meant it ought to be in the ver
dict.

States territory in Behring’s Sea it will otherwise, and could lead, pleasant and 
say so without giving a thought to the profitable lives There would also be 
parties concerned, or to the consequences >OT professional men, lawyers,
, . m ,, - doctors, architects, etc., and the neces-

.of 1M decision. Wo are very greatly mis- tHry laburer3 „„uld’ foU„’w tho 3eU]mg in
taken if it will not give as wise Hind as our midst of such men bringing with 
sound and as impartial a decision on this them a few thousand pounds 
great case as an/ arbitrator or board of ^he province would 
arbitrators that the two Great Powers con-

few would understand them,'and those 
that did understand them would not con
sider them worth noticing. Marks or 
figures, or' even algebraical signs, would 
not make thé public schools more efficient 
than they are. The marks might look 
learned, but those whom they might im
press would not be worth convincing.

All that intelligent man, in search 
of information, wants to know, is to be 
found in the School Report. He learns 
from it that there is in this province a 
well and carefully maintained system of 
undenominational public schools in 
which children can receive free the ground
work of a good education. He can see 
that the Government takes care that the 
teachers are well qualified, and that they 
teach the same branches that are taught 
in schools of the same gradée ip all 
English-speaking countries, with about 
the same degçee of efficiency. He will 
also infer from the Report that the 
schools are under intelligent supervision, 
and will conclude, and be warranted iu 
the conclusion, that they are in a fair 
state of efficiency. A sensible man does 
not want to see a table of percentages, 
which may be wholly delusive, to con
vince him that local trustees of common 
intelligence will not keep in their schools 
lazy or incapable teachers. It is much 
more probable that they will be too 
impatient and exacting, and will blame 
the teacher for the slowness of ad
vancement, which ought in strict justice 
to be attributed to other causes.

We see that the Times - harps upon a 
string that might be expected by ithis 
time to be completely worn out. It 
says:—

“ The percentages of scholarship, de
ducted from sound data, will never be 
made public property as long as the man- 
ag meat of public schools is identified 
with political ambition.” •

The suggestion that the schools of this 
province hre subjected to influences that 
are “ political ” in the improper sense of 
the term is wholly unwarranted. $ot a 
single fact has yet been adduced to show 
that the schools or the teachers are used
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also be a direct 
Rainer by the enhancing in value of the' 

, . ... . ^ , t .... surrounding land—a portion of which
cerned could' have selected. It strikes could be reserved from sale for a time, 
us very forcibly that, both the Govern- and the indirect gain in production, in- 
ment of Great Britain -Sind the Govern- creased trade, etc., would be incalcul- 
ment of the Dominion of Canada ara of, • A Sbttlek.

information contained in our 
nt,nva telegram is important. We learn 
,vm it that a general election is to take 

little more than a month. This
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quick work and will cause the 
campa gn to be short and sharp.
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election
T! e politicians have had very little time 
tur preparation. But, as the surprise is 

•Lat to the Conservatives as to the

1, 1891. : = 5this opinion, and that this is why they 
were so desirous of having the esse sub
mitted to the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Why any 
American citizen should object to such 
a reference ef this important 
is beÿond our comprehension, 
would think that all American citizens 
would feel greatly gratified that a foreign 
nation has such faith in the ability 
and integrity of one of the great instita
lions of their Republic as to submit a 
national dispute of this kind to its "de
cision. We have great confidence in the 
justice of the British case, we therefore 
believe that all British subjects, who are 
interested in the decision of the Sayward 
case, may make themselves easy, for 
theré is the best reason to believe that 
their interests are safe in the hands of 
the judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. • ••
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FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.

The fact of bonds of the city of Victo- 
toria, to a considerable amount, having 
just been taken up by local capital™ s 
amply testifies to the confidence which 
posons of means at home have in the ca
pabilities and possibilities of the city and 
of the province. Ttie strong and healthy 
feefing that prevails in c nnection with 
real estate mat' ers, is also sn excellent 
omen, while, on all hânds, there is mani
fested a most hopeful and confident feel
ing as to the future. Money, both for 
investment and accommodation, is in 
good supply at unchanged

The dry goods trade are preparing for 
fheir spring trade ; and travellers in 
search of sorting up orders have been 
very successful, considerable invoices 
being in process of getting together. 
Some of the winter staples have, owing 
to tjie mildness of the season, failed to be 
worked off, but this does not appear to 
have in any way duheartened the 
chants, who aay their people want fresh 
goods, and they are bound to supply 
them. Collections might be much better.

Groceries are always in order, sales 
being only limit» d by* what may well be 
spoken of as the purchasing power. As 
these goods are mostly sold at thirty or 
sixty days, or on running account, the 
quest! n of collections does not much 
enter into the calculations of the whole
sale houses, who are accustomed from 
time to time to receive remittances on 
account, most large orders having a good 
monetary accompaniment. At wholesale, 
yellow sugars have advanced |c @ Je, 
granulated continuing unaltered. Teas 
and coffees experience the usual consump
tive demand. Canned goods are firm, 
with an upward tendency. There is but 
little canned salmon selling in bulk, but 
there is an excellent prospect. Oranges 
and lemons are plentiful and compara
tively cheap. Flbur and meal are active; 
smoked and salt meats, butter and cheese 
are alike fairly plentiful and at moderate 
prices. /. i

Butchers’ meats are getting scarcer, and 
in consequence are selling a trifle higher. 
As yet there are plenty of cattle available 
but almost all the jputton has to come 
from across the Sound.

Fish are very scarce, still there is no 
alteration in prices.

Coal, lumber and hard wood are steady 
and in demand, prices showing no change.

Pas "1
I orils, the Opposition cannot say that 
an unfair advantage has been taken of IIby the Liberals, a

n°*8°.PAy mj S1HT Ithi'ill.
['lie count ry will have to waitalittle longer 

before it is known exactly what ground 
the Government intend to take. As the 
trade delegates will not meet in Wash- 

until after the election, there will

case
One

ington
be no room to mistake the feeling of the 
country with respect to reciprocity. The 
question will be fully discussed at the 
pulls, and the result of the election will 
show very closely what the wishes of the 
people are with regard to it.

The Opposition, at any rate, will have 
to complain. The battle will be
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no cause
fought on ground of their own choosing. 
They have been discussing the question 
of reciprocity for about three years? 
»nd if the country has not been educated 
>p to their views, it is not because they 
have not been allowed opportunity 
enough to disseminate them. If any one 
has a right to complain of the suddenness 
of the election and the shortness of the 
notice it is the Conservatives. They have 
not been accustomed to look upon recip
rocity as a live issue, and they have, 
therefore, not studied it very closely. 
They will, however, be ready for the fight, 
»nd will show an unbroken front to their 
opponents. There can be but little doubt as 
to the result of the contest, but it will 
not do to be over-confident. Nothing 
ihould be lost for want of strenuous ef-

mer-
We do not say anything as to whether 

the evidence warranted the conclusion to 
which the jury appears to have arrived. 
*hich is, as far as we can make out, that 
Whelan did not intend to"kill any one; 
that he did not know that the gun was 
loaded, or that he pat the slug or buck
shot in the cartridge merely for fun.

To discuss that question intelligently 
would require a careful jnalysis of the 
evidence. Were the jury competent to 
do this? We are not prepared to answer 
that question, but it was very evident 
chat they were not qualified to express 
the conclusions at which they did arrive 
in plain English.

On Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays
Return Tickets will be Issued between all

{aterthanMoaday^vmSnft-00*’ "tU™ “* 
Return Tickets for one and a half ordinary 

fare may be purchased daily to all points, 
toed for three days, including day of issue.

No Return Tickets issued for a Single 
rare, where such fare is twenty-five cents. 
Through rates between Victoria & Comox.

THE PRICE.

The question of direct taxation is now 
being discussed in the East. A Liberal 
writer’makes a calcuj^tion in which he 
comes to the conclusion that the adop
tion of a policy of unrestricted recipro
city with the United States will make 
direct taxation necessary. The loss to 
the revenue by adopting that policy he 
believes would be about fourteen millions

■

A. DUNS MUIR,
President.

JOSEPH HUNTER, 
Gen’l Supi.

„ H. K. PRIOR,
Gen. Freight and Passenger Agt

From Terminât or Interior 
Points the

TRAINING REQUIRED.

It is a pity, that there is no way of giv
ing our young men some instruction as to 
their duties as jurymen. Almost every 
intelligent man has some time or other 
to act as a juryman in either civil or 
criminal cases. A very great deal de
pends upon jnrymeu being able to do 
their duty intelligently. Bat they are SSI VERIN G IN THEIR SHOES.- 
called upon to decide upon matters of, at 
times, great importance with but very 
indistinct notions of what they are re
quired to do, and without any training at 
alL How many jurymen could give an 
intelligent answer to the question,
“What constitutes evidence ? ” And 
how many have bed any practice in fora
ine a conclusion from a mass of conflict
ing and not very clear testimony ? Yet 
it is necessary that a juryman should 
have clear ideas as to what is and what is 
not evidence, and that he should be able 
to sift and to wfcigh testimony.

We cheerfully admit that the instruc
tion given by judges is at times so clear 
that it would appear almost impossible to 
make a mistake aS to what testimony 
bears upon the case and what does not ; 
and we know that there qge shrewd, sen
sible jurors, who, though «they have had 
very little intellectual training, arrive at 
sound conclusions. But it requires more 
power ef thought and mote intelligence 
than many jurors possess to com
prehend the reasoning of the 
judge, even when they have no 
prejudice against 
Our system, in cases of the utmost 
importance, one obstinate blockhead, 
who cannot or will not reason, can render 
nugatory the sound decision of eleven 
sensible men. The verdicts given in by 
the jury in the case of Whelan show the 
necessity of men liable to be called to act 
as j urymen having some preparatory train - 
ing. These verdicts showed very clearly 
'hat they were not in the habit of care
fully weighing the words they used, and 
that they had but little practice in rea
soning from the facts submitted to them.
The first verdict was as follows :

We, your jurors, empanelled on our 
oaths, say as follows : That the prisoner 
at the bar, who stands indicted "by the 
name of Lawrence Whelan, on the night 
of the 24th of December, A. D. 1890, 
caused the death of David F. Fee, jr., by 
discharging into his body a gunshot, with 
intent to do bodily harm, but without 
premeditation.”

It is very evident that the man who 
drew up this verdict was not of the 
opinion that brevity is the soul of wit.
He ought to have known that ,all that 
was required of the jury was to decide 
whether the prisoner was or was not 
guilty of the crime of which he was ac
cused. The finding of the jury would 
have been expressed in three words.
“Guilty of murder,” “guilty of man
slaughter.” or “ not guilty,” was all they 
were required to say. As it was, the 
majority of the jurymen in their admira
tion of what was intended to be high- 
sounding phrases, lost sight of the fact 
that their verdict was meaningless. To 
say that Whelan discharged the gun—not 
gunshot—with inUnt to do bodily harm, 
but without premeditation, is to make a 
statement which contradicts itself. If 
any juryman took time to consider what mean.
the phrase, “with intent,” means, he evident that he has not shown to the 
would see in a moment that. it implied 
premeditation—thinking beforehand. If 
the man who drew up the verdict had 
written “discharging into his body a gun
shot premeditating to do bodily harm 
without premeditation,” every one would 
have seen the absurdity of the statement.
Yet this is in effect grh&t was said.

It may be said that it is not fair to 
criticise strictly what men who have not

my29

There is no way of makingper annum.
up that deficiency except by direct taxa
tion. t Will the Canadians consent to be 

.taxed to that extent, directly, for the sake 
of the advantages likely to -flow from 
pullihg dJwn the, customs barriers be

ta advance the interests of.-any politician tween their «>untl7 and the United 
or any party in a way that malignity States ? We think that they will not. 
itself could interpret as improper. The This is the opinion of the Liberal calçü- 
Opposition organ has been challenged Utor< He believes that Canadians "Will 
time and agàm to adduce even one bave to be educated up to the point of 
such instance, and ft has not been ablq to submitting cheerfully to direct taxation, 
do SO, A» the sys çip » it ÿtityjç one, to that and perhaps a greater extent 
supported almost wholly b, the Govern- There are other consequence, involved in 
ment, those entrusted with it, superin- this «heme of unrestricted rec.proc.ty 
tendence are necessarily Government offi- which those who accept it, must-consider 
rials. If these officials, «y performing and mske allowance for. The admission 
their duties efficiently and faithfully, as American goods, free of duty, wffl no 
they do, and by attending to the wants of doubt kill a number of Canadian manu- 
the school districts, increase the con- factures, which have been built up with 
fidence of the people in the Administra- such care and at such a heavy eipeuae. 
tion, the influence thus gained is per- This mean, the loss of » very 
fectly legitimate. And in this way, and ^rge amount by owners of facto- 
in no other, have those connected with ries, snd stockholder. who inverted 
the Department of "Education exercised their money, believing that the National 
an influence which can, with any ap- Policy was to be permanent. Unde* 
preach to propriety, be regarded as restricted reciprocity Canada would be 
“political." They have earned the com- “Odea llau8hfcer market, for American 
mendation gratefully accorded to good good»- This would be certain to break 
and faithful servants, and in this way down quite a number of business concerns
strengthened the administration of which “ all parts of the Dominion which' are. Potatoes (Bonaparte), per ton. 
they forma part.' It is pretty nearly now, flourishing. Unrestricted Reriprp- KSytadéjüprttai"."."." 
time that the organ joined the great °^7 United States implies dis- Apples, Newtown pippins, per bx
majority of the people in acknowledging crimination invade against Great Britain,
the service which the Department* of « would mean adnutting American good, • er ; ; ; ; ;
Education has done, and is eve^ day <£»U kmds free, rfhile Bntrah good, paid •• Sicily, per care...............
doing for the people of every part of the !‘a® heavy, or heavier, duties than they do cora^Kreen, per doi...............
province. Thi, would be more honor- Are Canadians prepared to treat C^U&wera, ereh^........
able and more statesmanlike than drivel- the Mother County in thmway ?, Free *

trade with the {^United State would, no tub or firkin, creamery.............. .271 to35
doubt, be in some respects advau- chrese, Oanadian^per lb., retail......... 20® 25
taaeous. hut is it worth the price which Hams, American ** . v...........
we would be required to pay for it; ? We °“D’ RoUed^' ^ .V.'.V. V.V.
have named part of that pjfce. When it ,jfoffdera» P®*}b........................
is paid, would. not British connection Meats—Beef “ ” ...................
follow?.,. ï,. - i .... I • 'SSUpriEEE:

LamMprequarter. ..........“ nindquarter.........
Pork, fresh'1 .........
Veal, dressed, per»........

. Tallow...
Duck, per pair................
Mallard docks, pe.- brace 
Teal, per brace...
Widgeon..............
Quail, per doz ....
Chickens, each...
Grouse, per brace
Venison...... ........
Beef cattle.........

If some of the capitalists of the pro-' Roes’....................
vince were to form a company to take up Calves,
large tracts of land, dividing them into" JM6?' .J" ••••;
farms of from 100 to 200 acres, and clear- , ’ CaFt........
ing on each farm some 30 to 40 acres— 
utilizing the timber where possible—they 
should be able to realize a large return on 
their outlay, and if they encouraged the 
right class of men to take them uj>, 
would, while benefit'ing themselves, hé 
doing an inestimable good to the pro
vince. ■

A portion of land could be reserved m 
each tract for a townsite, in which the 
I ts would steadily increase in value.

Such a company, if well organized, qnd 
with sufficient capital, could clear the 
land at a much cheaper rate than would 
be possible to individual settlers, and the 
government could well afford to give 
every assistance by making good roads 
and accurate maps, etc.

A word as to one class of men 
much needed. There are in the 
old country thousands of men who 
have what is a small income there, 
not allowing them to live as their‘rela
tives and friends do, but which w uld 
afford comparative affluence in British 
Columbia. Retired officers, briefless 
barristers, merchants and others, -whose 
business iu these changing time, does not 
pay for the risk, many of these, with a 
fair knowledge of farming and plenty of 
energy, were sufficient inducements 
given, and the chances here for théto- 
selves and their families fully place# be
fore them, would come out and take up 
such partly cleared farms as I have sug
gested.

If a dozen or so of such families were 
settled in one neighborhood, they would 
have innumerable advantages, social and

Northern Paie Railroad
Ib the line to take

To all Points East and South.
(fort.
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Veetibulod trains every day in 
the year to

We see that the Toronto Globe, in an
ticipation of an early dissolution of Par
liament, complains of a “ snap ” appeal to 
the people and of" the unfairness of tak
ing the country by surpris# There is 
very little sense in this comolaint. The 
Liberals have been fur jîirs advocating 
commercial union and unrestricted recip
rocity, They have denounced the trade 
policy of the Government in the strong
est terms possible. They have declared 
that it was . oppressive, and that the 
people had become restive under the gal
ling yoke of the protectionists. They 
emphatically asserted that if the electors 
were appealed to they would gladly seize 
the opportunity to become free. Mr. 
Laurier, Sir Richard Cartwright, Mr. L. 
H. Davies, Mr. Charlton and other lead
ing lights of the Liberal Party have been 
preaching the doctrine of unrestricted 
reciprocity in all thp eastern provinces. 
The Liberals have sent an ambassador to 
Washington, to further their interests 
there, and they have had an active and 
energetic resident representative in 
the 1 United
son of Mr.. Eraatus Wiman. 
newspapers, and one that was not theirs, 
have been incessant in spreading their 
trade views. In fact, the Liberals 
have had for a long time all the machin
ery of political propagandiste actively at 
work preparing for the general election, 
while their opponents have been com
paratively inactive. It is not for them 
therefore to complain that they have 
been taken unawares. They have thrown 
down the gage of battle. The Premier 
has merely taken it up and has given 
them thft advantage of fighting on the 
ground .which they, themselves, have 
chosen, and which they have been fortify
ing with all the means at their disposal. 
If we had not great confidence in Sir 
John’s generalship we would be inclined 
to say that lie is making a mistake in 
thus giving his opponents so great an ad
vantage. But he can survey the whole 
field, arid he is well able to estimate the 
strength of his forces. We, therefore, 
believe that he will win in spite of the 
odds he has given the Liberals. But for 
them, occupying so favorable a position 
and after such long preparation, to com
plain of being taken by surprise, is ab
surd. Their reluctance to begin the con
test, and their many misgivings, show 
that they have no confidence in the good
ness of their cause, or in their own 
strength.

It is evident that the issue at the 
coining general 'election will be some 
form of reciprocity with the United 
States. The Opposition have made un
restricted reciprocity the one plank of 
their platform, and some of them accuse 
Sir John Macdonald of having stolen 
their thunder. This does not appear to 
be at all probable. The precise stand 
which the Government has bifceii <m-the 
trade question -has not yet been made 
public. What we do 'know is that the 
Government have requested the Imperial 
authorities to propose a joint commission 
to consider the whole question of the 
trade relations between Canada and the 
United States with a view to arrive at a 
basis for fiscal negotiations. This is a 
business like way of approaching the 
trade question. When the Commission
ers arrive at a decision the two countries 
will have something tangible and definite 
to consider. Their agitation will m t be 
like that of the Liberals which is without 
any basis at all. They advocate unre
stricted reciprocity without know
ing whether the Americans are in 
favor of that form of reciprocity or not. 
Th v remind us of the old gentleman 
who spent his time playing “All fours" 
without a partner. It made no difference 
to him whether he won or lost. It is 
surprising to see how absorbed the Lib
eral giarty is in this solitary one-handed 
game of Unrestricted Reciprocity. The 
Montreal Gazette puts this absurdity of 
making reciprocity the issue in Canada 
alone in a very strong light. It says :

‘‘The truth is, the notion so sedulously 
cultivated by the Liberal press, that the 
battle for reciprocity of trade is to be 
fought out in Canada is palpably absurd. 
One would imagine, indeed, tç read such 
journals as the Toronto Globe, that the 
American Government stood in the atti
tude of suppliants begging Canada to ac
cept a measure of closer commercial inter
course, or that Congress had enacted a 
law having this object in view, which the. 
Dominion ministers’ steadily rejected," 
whereas the exact opposite is the fact.”

It must be clear to every thinking man 
that, before two individuals or two na
tions can make a bargain of any kind, 
they must both consider the prelimin
aries, and must both agree upon some 
point to start from. It would be very 
ridiculous if one of the contracting par
ties, in his own office, “ all alone by him
self," did the whole business, and, when 
he had finished it to his own satisfaction, 
tell the other contracting party what he 
had done. Such freshness as this would 
tickle Brother Jonathan, and he would, 
with a grin, tell his neighbor that “it 
takes two to make a bargain.”

it is on this simple, common sense 
principle that the Dominion Government 
have determined to act. It has conclud
ed that it is desirable to make alterations 
\ the trade relations between the two 
countries, and it has proposed that repré
senta1 ives from them both shall meet to 
consider what those alterations are going 
t0 be. It is likely that Sir Charles Tup- 
I’er will represent Canada on'that com
mission

’-he Dominion, and there is no fear of his 
making any foolish concessions or of sac
rificing the interests of Canada in any 
way or for any purpose.

It would be foolish just now to make 
any surmises as to what arrange-
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:;:v.v.v.3£&%£Si

27.50Grounc^Feod,
Oil Cake. per 
Com, whole.

„ cracked......... ............... .
Corameal. per 100 lbe. Canadian. 
Oatmeal ,. Saanich...
Beans,'larjre white, per 100 lbe».

“ small “ “
“ Bayo

40.00
tonun- 40.00

4500
50.00
2.50
8.75

j5.00 For full information concerning rates, ttut 
of trains, routes and other details furnished cm5.00

5 75,
35.00 B. B. BLACKWOOD,nod @ dm

1.25
A. D. CHARLTON,

Aset Gen. Pres. Agt,
HI First st, earner Washington.

febU

States in the per- 
Their

1.50
him. Under 3,1 and 5 Portland, Or.

ft?I
1*27 4 150

00
10.15 @25

35 r
ling about percentages.

20

Âroii:: the "World *20WELL BEGUN. =351...........m@i5The decision of the Supreme Court i f 
the United States in the Sayward case is 
what we expected. We were quite-sure 
that that tribunal would take into con
sideration none but the purely legal ques
tions involved in the case. It would, we 
wye satisfied, pay no attention whatever 
to its political aspect. The Supreme 
Court of the United States is, by the Con
stitution, raised above all political in
fluences. * Its business is to administer 
and to interpret the law. Its function is 
also to let the legislators know what is 
law, and, if it pronounces any of their 
work unconstitutional,- it is as if it were 
never done. The politicians may be in
dignant and disappointed, but its decision 
stands, no matter how they feel, or*,what 
they say.

This was the ground of our confidence 
in the Suprenfe Court. The question it 
had to consider was one of law. Does it 
possess the power to review and correct 
the judgments of the Alaskan District 
Court. If it came to the decision that it 
possesses that power, there is no author
ity in the United States that can prevent 
its exercising it, when it is legally and 
regularly called upon to do so. 
JThe Supreme Court considered the 
question, and it has decreed 
that it has jurisdiction over the 
Alaskan Court. It will be noticed that 
it has lost no time in summoning that 
C iurt to show cause why its decision in 
the case of the W. P. Sayward should not 
be set aside.

As the Supreme Court has acted with 
respect to the question of its own juris
diction, so it will, we are satisfied, act 
when it comes to consider the merits of 
the case. It will look to the law and to 
nothing else. If it, after due considera
tion, come to the conclusion that the 
United States cruiser had no authority to 
seize a ship, fifty miles from United

18

IN EiqjlTY DAYS
FOR .$600.001

Including Meals and Berths on tlaII and 
Steamers.

10 •

AGRICULTURE.

To the Editor:—I have read with im 
to rest the letter beaded “Agriculture in 
British Columbia” in your paper of 30th 
ult. It seems to me that a successful 
field is opened up to private enterprise 
rather than for a government undertak-

1.5031.75
16I 16

40

7«gJ The Canadian Pacific Railway’s 
Globe Circling Tours.10ing. ..... set

4(35

7(
Send jfor Pamphlets, Maps and * 

fall particulars.

A. CAME ROM, Agent 
Government Era.,

Tlotarto.

Fish—Salmon, Spring, per B>..
Cohoe..........................................
Halibut, “ .........................
Co^.......................................
Miscellaneous.........................
Sturgeon.................*...............

Smelts.............................. .. ........
Fresh herrings, per 3 pounds
Trout......................................
Bloaters.......................................

15
00
15
10 D. E. BROWN,

Asst. Qenl Pass. Agt, 
Vancouver.

10
8@10

15
25
15

ESQUIMAU AND NANAIMO RAILWAY25 ■/r15018.
15

Steamer0m

ISABELA BIG RAILWAY POOL.

Rumored Consolidation of the Canadian 
Pacific and (hand Trunk.

Montreal, Feb, 3.—A rumflr has been 
current here ever since the first of the 
year that when Sir Josh Hickson retired 
from the general management of the 
Grand Trunk railway, closer relations 
would exist between that road and the 
Canadian Pacific railway. As a matter Of 
fact, the two roads have come into closer 
relationship through the general freight 
and general passenger agents issuing joint 
rate circulars. Furthermore, Mr. Sear- 
geo t, the new general manager of the 

Tjunk, is said to favor conaolida- 
With the exception of a line run

ning from Detroit to Niagara, belonging 
to the Michigan Central, and the Inter
colonial railway, connecting Halifax with 
Quebec, these two lines control every 
line of railway in Canada, and the con
solidation of the two companies would 
result in thejormation of the most pow
erful organization in existence.

I. E. BUTLER, 
Mtrtw.

On and after November 19th, 1889,
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

The Steamer ISABEL wJll sail a follows,
6 CALLING AT WAY PORTS:

Leave Victoria tor Nanaimo, Tuesdays, 5.00 ajR, 
h Nanaimo » Comox, Wed’days, 7.00 * 
it Comox „ Nanaimo,Fridays, 7.00 H 
- Nanaimo u Victoria, Saturdays, 7.00 „

For freight or passage apply on board.

A CAPTIOUS CRITIC.

The Times, in its long disquisition on 
sjetems and percentages, appears to have 
forgotten all about the Superintendent’s 
Report. Its theories are more than a 
little misty, and suggest the suspicion 
that their interpreter is himself a good 
deal in the dark as to what they really 

However that may be, it is very

febé

NOTICE.
1

"Vf OTICE is hereby given that the firm of H. 
JX Fink & Co., of North Bend, B. C., has 
been dissolved by mutual consent.

The business will be carried on by Mrs. J 
Webb 8c Co., to whom all debts due must be 
paid, and who will settle all out-tandis 

ittnts against the firm of H. Fixtk & Co.
North Bend, Jany. 22nd, 1891. 1*97

satisfaction, of any man blessed with a 
glimmering of common sense, that 
the report would be in any 
respect improved if it contained the 
percentages, the absence of which he 
deplores. He seems to forget that even 
if his percentages were reliable, which we 
are quite certain would not be the case, 
not one reader in a hundred would attach 
to them the slightest importance. Very

I

Grand
tion.

g *o-
lle is one of the ablest men in

1

NOTICE.
T WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
L any debts contracted by my wife or any 
other person on her behalf.

JOHN J. RUSSELL,
Strawbfrry Vale Farm.

delMtoVictoria, Dec. 11,1890.
4»
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| Statements Generally 
by Victoria Sealing 

Men.

formation Furnished by. 
len—One American’s 
Opinion.

7 of more than ordinary 
ist now being carried on 
«or H. W. Elliott, of the 
Btitute, and Judge James 
t Townsend, regarding the 
oals. The former asserts 
ng grounds of the seal are 
f Islands, and there alone, 
i to prevent the extermin- 
eals the closing of Beh- 
>mes a necessity, 
n, who is a reliable puth- 
and marine life, all along 
which he has made a closw 
the truth of the statej« 
that the fur seals breecr 

ast, and the United States 
e reason quoted, declare 
• mare clausum. 
eiun has a very material 
îe Behring’s Sea question, 
has been paid to it by the 
ng men, who are un- 
roboratmg the assertions 
;e Swan. That gentleman 
itoria friend, stating that, 
by, a special congressional 
1 shortly visit Port Towns- 
ia to investigate the truth 
its contained in his letters 
He concludes his letter in 
mtences : “I have at last 
roused, and we will beat a 
>i*8 of the members of 
cause them to wake up ta 
ng that has been done 
ests and the general pub- 
ain a monopoly. I contend 
is as free as the air, and 
berican nor any other gov- 
ly more right to legislate 
in the ocean than the wild

>e interest felt in the mat- 
sealers, the opinion of a 
piber is worthy of being

IVarren, president of the 
Ltion, says: “ I haven’t the 
but what the judge is quite 
ear was the first that I 
uiry into the question of 
lace of the seals ; I found 
the season all along the 
lith as the Queen Charlotte 
e I saw many young seals 
ind with their mothers, in- 
le seals must breed either 
ashore. They could never 
sn 1,400 miles from the 
is. We call a good many of 
ikelpers,” from their coe- 
ng themselves out on the 
Ip, where I’ve often seen 
ory that a new-born seal 
stone, has been exploded 

ive myself cut a young seal 
er and tossed it into a tub 
it swam like a veteran. 

$re for a pet for ten days, 
ve brought it home if we 
fc food on board to supply

Cox, another prominent 
tat he, too, has seen baby 
the coast, and particularly,
Ip beds off the Queen Char- 
It was a known fact, how- 

-born baby seals were fre- 
d ashore in the surf at Cape

In re-

con-

another Victoria sealing 
ihatically that the seals do 
p beds off Queen Char- 
he speaks from personal 

t theoretical knowledge, 
m Cox, of the Sapphire, 
he statement that the seals 
; the coast. He, too, has 
ig out of the mother seal, 
ly a month before it would 
a. Even then, the little 
ossed over the side, swam 

Off Queen Charlotte Is- 
ar, he caught two 
ot have been a week 
i their mother, They swam 
kept as pets on the echoon- 
cruise. Having, person- 
t seals mate in the water, 

they will breed in the- 
bout kelp.

PX’:

BIRTH.

bis city, on the 1st inst., the 
Edwards, of a son.

DIED.
-ft-

this city on the 4th inst., Mrs. 
Le'ri lard, a native of Va- 

France, aged 82 
n, B.C., on EJanuary 
it of the late Frederi -k 
), Ganboo. a native of Han- 
y. aged 44 y -are and 2 days.
, on the llth January, 1891, of 

Margaret Wellington, only 
W. H. and S. A. wheeler, of 
ttive of SLLouin, Mis., U.9.A..

years.
15th.

Fiok.

CONTRACTS.
liERS, addressed to the Post- 
irai, will be received at 
noon on Friday,the 13 MARCH 
convt yance of Her Majesty's 
ed contracts for four years in. 
1M per week each way, be- 
JÜ ANl) K0K8ILAH RAIL-

V. and McPHKkhON’S STA- 
ILWAY STATION, from the 
The conveyance >o be made in 

of the contractor, 
oont .in ng >ur her information 
of proposed contracts may be 

s of Under may be obtain- 
ea at (Jorfleld, Koksilah, 
non. and at this office.
E. H. FLETCHER,

P. O. Inspector-

the option

Office
'e Stat

tor’s Office. 
Januxry, 1891. fe6-3t-w .

IBIES, 1891.
prepared to suivCr 3T

EINES, TRi&’S
l, suited for British Columbia 
l of good fishing qualities. AU 
-ctory prices

:r net and twine co.
Office : 91 Commercial St. 
fe5-6t8cwfe6-2m
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